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INITIAL INQUIRY FORM 

REQUEST TO OFFER A NEW PROGRAM 
 
Date of submission: Date to come 
 
Name of institution: Kent State University 
 
Primary institutional contact for this request: 

Name: Therese E. Tillett 
Title: Executive Director of Curriculum Services 

Office of the Provost 
Phone: 330-672-8558 
E-mail: ttillet1@kent.edu 

 

Name of new program: American Sign Language/English Interpreting major within 

the Bachelor of Science degree. Program is presently a  
concentration in the Special Education major. 

 

For institutions that are already approved/authorized by the chancellor 
 New degree designation 
 New program within an existing degree (e.g., major, minor, concentration) 
 New technical certificate program 
 New licensure/endorsement area (educator preparation) 

 
Delivery options (check all that apply): 

 Campus-based 
 Online/hybrid delivery 
 Flexible or accelerated delivery 
 Offering the program at a new offsite location 
 Offering the program at an existing offsite location 
 Program contains off-campus experiences (e.g., internship, clinical, practicum, student teaching) 

 
The institution will be seeking specialized accreditation for the program: 

 No   Yes 
 
Kent State is in the early process of obtaining accreditation from the Commission on Collegiate 
Interpreter Education (CCIE), which is a member of the Association of Specialized and  
Professional Accreditors and is the accreditation board for interpreter education programs. 
Presently, the CCIE accredits four associate degree programs and 12 bachelor’s degree programs, 
none of which are in Ohio. 

 
To be eligible for CCIE accreditation, the program must be administered by a regionally accredited 
institution, include a capstone/practicum experience in the curriculum and have graduated three cohorts 
of students. (Kent State’s ASL/English Interpreting program has graduated students since 2002.) 
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Provide a brief description of the request. 
 
Kent State University proposes elevating the current ASL/English Interpreting concentration in the 
Special Education major to a stand-alone degree program within the Bachelor of Science degree. 
The Special Education major presently has six concentrations,1 and that major and its remaining five 
concentrations will continue to be offered.  
 
The ASL/English Interpreting program is also offered as a Special Education concentration at the 
master’s degree level. A separate proposal will being submitted in the near future to establish a 
distinct degree program at that level. 
 
Explain the academic unit’s rationale for making the request. 

Kent State began offering the ASL/English Interpreting concentration in 2000 (previously titled 
Educational Interpreter until 2013). Student enrollment in the undergraduate program has steadily 
increased each year, with 63 students enrolled in fall 2015 (15th day enrollment census). 
 
Since the establishment of the concentration, faculty members have strived to ensure that students 
meet the eligibility criteria for national certification and state interpreting licensure, a necessity to work 
as an interpreter. As a result, the dissimilar nature between the major and concentration has become 
visibly apparent. The ASL/English Interpreting program does not share the same mission, career 
goals and expectations and licensure requirements as the Special Education program, see chart below: 
 
 Special Education Concentrations 

ASL/English 
Interpreting 

Deaf Education Mild/Moderate Moderate/Intensive 

Career 
Preparation  

To interpret for deaf and 
hard-of-hearing 
individuals in a variety of 
educational and 
community settings (e.g., 
medical, legal, social 
services, video relay) 

To teach deaf and 
hard-of-hearing 
students in 
preschool to high 
school settings 

To teach students 
with learning 
disabilities, mild 
cognitive delay and 
emotional and 
behavioral disorders 
in elementary to 
high school settings 

To teach students with 
motor or sensory 
impairment, 
significant cognitive 
delays, autism 
spectrum disorders or 
multiple disabilities in 
elementary to high 
school settings 

Licenses 
and/or 
Certifications 

State of Ohio preK-12 
interpreting licensure 

NAD-RID Joint 
Certification (National 
Association of the Deaf- 
Registry of Interpreters 
for the Deaf) 

Educational Interpreter 
Performance Assessment 

Certification, licensure, 
quality assurance require-
ments vary by state 

State of Ohio  
preK-12 teacher 
licensure 

State of Ohio K-12 
teacher licensure 

State of Ohio K-12 
teacher licensure 

                                                 
1 Concentrations within Special Education major: (1) Deaf Education; (2) ASL/English Interpreting;  
(3) Moderate/Intensive Educational Needs;  (4) Mild/Moderate Mathematics and Reading;  
(5) Mild/Moderate Social Studies and Reading; and (6) Mild/Moderate Language Arts and Reading 
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 Special Education Concentrations 

Deaf Education Mild/Moderate Moderate/Intensive 

Curriculum Overlap with ASL/English 
Interpreting Program 

9 courses (33%) 2 courses (6%) 2 courses (7%) 

 
With the ASL/English Interpreting program hidden within a major to which it has little relationship, 
prospective students cannot find it easily. Many do not find the current program attractive because 
they do not want to graduate with a special education major or do not want to be in a teacher 
education major. Students have also expressed concern that required courses in the major are more 
teacher-oriented rather than interpreter-oriented. Interpreting students have also complained about 
the excessive focus on the teacher performance assessments that do not apply to interpreting. 
 
The ASL/English Interpreting program also differs from the American Sign Language major, offered 
through Kent State’s College of Arts and Sciences. The American Sign Language major prepares 
graduates for bilingual work in community-based settings or for graduate studies in foreign language 
instruction in higher education. Students who pair the American Sign Language major with the 
Education minor are eligible to sit for state licensure to teach American Sign Language in preK-12 
educational settings. However, the American Sign Language major does not prepare students for the 
state’s associate license to be an interpreter in the preK-12 classroom as does the ASL/English 
Interpreting program. 
 
Additionally, after a standard academic program review of graduate and undergraduate programs 
conducted in 2014, the appropriateness of the interpreting program billed as a concentration under 
Special Education was challenged. External reviewers said the program was an outlier that needed to 
be separated from special education.   
 
Indicate whether additional faculty and staff will be needed to support the proposed request. 
 
Presently, the ASL/English Interpreting program has one full-time faculty member. One additional 
full-time faculty position will be needed to support the proposed request. The interim dean of the 
College of Education, Health and Human Services, in which the program is housed, supports this 
hire, planned for the fall 2016 semester. This full-time faculty member will teach courses and 
oversee student placements for the required three practicums (two for 30 hours and one for 500 
hours). The program has seen burgeoning enrollment that necessitates the need for accessible 
instructors and the offering of multiple sections of each course a semester.   
 
Indicate whether additional resources (e.g., facilities, technology) will be needed to support 
the proposed request. 
 
The program is functioning well and that is documented by the growing enrollment.  Additional 
resources are not essential.  
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