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CHANGE REQUEST: NAME CHANGE 
 
 

Date of submission:   date of submission to ODHE 
 
Name of institution:   Kent State University 
 
Previously approved title:  Photo Illustration major within the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
 
Proposed new title:   Photography major within the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
 
Proposed implementation date of the request:   Fall 2018 
 
Date that the request received final approval from the appropriate institutional committee:   
date to come (Kent State University Board of Trustees) 
 
Primary institutional contact for the request 

Name: Therese E. Tillett 
Title: Executive Director of Curriculum Services,  

Office of the Provost 
Phone: 330-672-8558 
E-mail: ttillet1@kent.edu 
 

Leads to teacher education licensure or endorsement: No 
 
Explain the rationale for name change. 

The faculty within the School of Visual Communication Design, College of Communication and 
Information, request to revise the name of its major Photo Illustration, to Photography. 

The Photo Illustration major is a long-standing program at Kent State, established in 1969 in the 
School of Journalism and Mass Communication. In 2002, the program moved to the School of 
Visual Communication Design and, in 2016, changed its degree designation, from a BS to a BFA.  

Revision of the name is a further evolution for the program. Photo Illustration is an outdated term, 
not used by professionals in the field today.  Students who desire to study in this field are looking 
for a photography program, and employers seeking these graduates expect them to have a 
photography degree. Revising the name will assist prospect students in finding the program more 
easily and enhance Kent State’s marketing and recruitment efforts. 

A simple Internet search of the words “photo illustration” brings back definitions that limit its focus 
to photo manipulation. Whereas, the most replicated definition of photography (courtesy of Oxford 
Dictionary) is “The art or practice of taking and processing photographs.” That definition has a 
much broader scope and more accurately defines the program and showcases its dynamic and 
complex nature.  
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In addition, in some circles, the term “photo illustration” has a negative connotation.1 

Most important, revising the name will keep Kent State competitive among its peer universities 
offering this program. A review of top-ranked photography degree programs showed that most of 
the program names tend to be one of the following three: (1) photography, (2) photography and 
media or (3) photography and film. It is rare to find any program—other than Kent State’s—called 
“photo illustration.” 

Below is a sampling of institutions and their high-ranked program offerings. All are accredited by the 
National Association of Schools of Arts and Design (NASAD), which also accredits Kent State’s 
School of Visual Communication Design. 

Institution Degree Name of Major (Concentration) 
California Institute of the Arts BFA Photography and Media 

Columbia College Chicago BA Photography (Commercial) 
Maryland Institute College of Art BFA Photography 

Massachusetts College of Art and Design BFA Photography 

Rochester Institute of Technology BFA Photographic and Imaging Arts 
(Advertising Photography)  

University of Arizona BFA Studio Art (Photography) 
Virginia Commonwealth University BFA Photography and Film (Photography) 

Describe how the name change will affect students in the current program. 

There will be no impact on current students as the curriculum and any other graduation 
requirements are not being revised. Current students may take the opportunity to change their 
program to the revised major name, but are not obligated to do so. 
 
Describe any administrative, curricular, faculty or support service changes occurring along 
with the name change. 

The only revision is to the name of the major; therefore, no changes to administrative, curricular, 
faculty or support services will need to occur.   
 
Provide evidence that the appropriate accreditation agencies been informed of the proposed 
change (if applicable). 

School faculty will notify NASAD of the name change after approval by the Ohio Department of 
Higher Education. The last NASAD comprehensive review was in 2016; the next review will occur 
in 2024-2025. 

 

Kent State University verifies that the information in this request is truthful and accurate.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Todd A. Diacon, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
Kent State University 

                                                 
1 Baradell, S. (June 22, 2008). “Why Is ‘Photo Illustration’ a Dirty Word in Journalism?” Black Star Rising 
Publishing Co.. Retrieved from rising.blackstar.com/why-is-photo-illustration-a-dirty-word-in-journalism.html.  
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