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KENT STATE 
UNIVER S ITY 

Interdepartmental Correspondence 

Department o(Management & Information Systems 

Dr. Robert Hisrich, Associate Dean, College of Business 

0. Felix Offodile, Chair, M&IS Department c&-­
August 10, 2017 

Proposal to offer the Master of Science in Business Analytics 
(MSBA) online 

Attached is the proposal to offer the Master of Science in Business Analytics (MSBA) program 
online. The MSBA aims to educate students to become cross-functional decision-makers at 
multiple levels of an organization's complex data-driven decision-making process for 
competitive advantage. Several publications show that there is ever-growing demand for 
graduates with expertise in business analytics. The goal of the online proposal is to reach a wider 
audience, especially those who are geographically bound and/or are working full time and cannot 
otherwise avail themselves for a face-to-face education format of the current program. 

The proposal has been approved by the M&IS Faculty Advisory Committee (F AC). 
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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY 
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL 

Preparation Date 30-Mar-17 Curriculum Bulletin ___ _ 

Effective Date select one Approved by EPC 

Department 

College 

Degree 

Program Name 

Concentration( s) 

Proposal 

Management & Information Systems 

BU - Business Administration 

MS - Master of Science 

Business Analytics Program Banner Code 

Concentration(s) Banner Code(s) 

Offer program fully online 

Description of proposal: 
The purpose of the proposal is to deliver the Master of Science in Business Analytics program 
fully online for working adults and students who are geographical bound. 

Does proposed revision change program's total credit hours? 0 Yes 181 No 
Current total credit hours: 30 Proposed total credit hours 30 

Describe impact on other programs, policies or procedures (e.g., duplication issues; enrollment and 
staffing considerations; need; audience; prerequisites; teacher education licensure): 

The online delivery of the existing MSBA degree program is likely to grow enrollment in the 
program since students who cannot otherwise come to campus will have access to the program. 
using target marketing, the program would attractive to students who are limited by work or 
geography. The College of Business has hired two Educational Technologists to support the 
faculty in the development and delivery of courses in the program. 

Units consulted (other departments, programs or campuses affected by this proposal): 
Computer Sceince, IAKM, and COBA Graduate Faculty. 

REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS 

Department Chair I School Director 

__ / __ ! __ 

Dean of Graduate Studies (for graduate proposals) 

__ / __ ! __ 

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs or Provost (or designee) 

.··,: •. . •· . :.-" .: .• : - : ... : • t . ~ ..... : • ~: ... . ' •' . .:: • : ::-
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