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CHANGE REQUEST: NAME CHANGE 
 
 

Date of submission:   date of submission to ODHE 
 
Name of institution:   Kent State University 
 
Previously approved title:  Computer Technology within the Associate of Applied Business degree 
 
Proposed new title:   Information Technology within the Associate of Applied Business degree 
 
Proposed implementation date of the request:   Fall 2018 
 
Date that the request received final approval from the appropriate institutional committee:   
date of Kent State University Board of Trustees 
 
Primary institutional contact for the request 

Name: Therese E. Tillett 
Title: Executive Director of Curriculum Services 

Office of the Provost 
Phone: 330-672-8558 
E-mail: ttillet1@kent.edu 
 

Educator Preparation Programs: 
Leads to licensure: No 
Leads to endorsement: No 

 
Explain the rationale for name change. 
 
Kent State University has offered the Computer Technology associate degree program for the past 
five decades. The program is administered by the Regional College and offered fully online in 
addition to on-ground at the Ashtabula, East Liverpool, Geauga, Salem, Trumbull and Tuscarawas 
campuses, and at the Twinsburg Regional Academic Center. The program comprises the four 
concentrations: Network Technology, General Technology, Internet/Multimedia Technology and 
Application Development Technology. 
 
The computer technologies discipline has greatly changed over the decades, and so has the 
nomenclature. Revising the name of the program, from computer technology to information 
technology, will align the program with similar programs at other institutions in the state and 
nationwide. In addition, the name change will provide better marketing and product differentiation 
to prospective students among the different computer-related programs, as well as give more clarity 
to graduates and employers on the program’s objectives and outcomes. 
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Information technology is a recognized sub-discipline of computing that prepares graduates as IT 
support for a variety of workplace settings, including schools, businesses, healthcare and any other 
organizations that require technical support for computer systems and computer-related problems. 
 
The Regional College will be proposing a Bachelor of Science in Information Technology degree in 
the coming year. The bachelor’s degree program will serve as a seamless articulation (2+2) with the 
associate degree. 

 
Describe how the name change will affect students in the current program. 
 
There will be no impact on current students as the curriculum and any other graduation 
requirements are not being revised. Current students may take the opportunity to change their 
program to the revised major name, but are not obligated to do so. 
 
Describe any administrative, curricular, faculty or support service changes occurring along 
with the name change. 
 
In addition to the name revision of the major, the course subject of all computer technology courses 
will change from COMT to IT. Outside those changes, no changes to administrative, program 
requirements, faculty or support services will need to occur. 
 
Provide evidence that the appropriate accreditation agencies been informed of the proposed 
change (if applicable). 
 
Not applicable. The program does not have, nor is it seeking, specialized accreditation. 
 

 
 
Kent State University verifies that the information in this request is truthful and accurate.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Todd A. Diacon 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
Kent State University 
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