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PROGRAM INACTIVATION FORM 
 

Date of submission: August 12, 2019 

 

Name of institution: Kent State University 

 

Title of program to be inactivated: Integrated Life Sciences major, Bachelor of Science degree 

 

Date that the inactivation received final approval from the appropriate institutional 

committee: Board of Trustees approval date to come 

 

Primary institutional contact for the notification: 

Name: Therese E. Tillett 

Title: Associate Vice President, Curriculum Planning and Administration 

Office of the Provost 

Phone: 330-672-8558 

E-mail: ttillet1@kent.edu 

 

Educator Preparation Programs: 

Leads to licensure: ☐ Yes   ☒ No 

Leads to endorsement: ☐ Yes   ☒ No 

 

1. Provide the rationale for the inactivation of the program: 

Kent State’s B.S. degree in Integrated Life Sciences was established in 1973 as part of a 

collaboration among universities and the newly chartered Northeast Ohio Medical University 

(NEOMED). The objective with the degree program was to provide a seamless, six-year 

pathway from a bachelor’s degree to the M.D. degree. Students admitted to the highly 

selective Integrated Life Sciences major were guaranteed admission to NEOMED by 

following the approved curriculum and earning the requisite GPA and MCAT scores. 

NEOMED has made the decision to discontinue this model for admission, opting to admit 

students upon completion of a traditional bachelor’s degree and the prerequisite science 

courses. Kent State offers several undergraduate majors with a pre-med concentration, 

including biology, chemistry, physics, psychology and public health; as well as a pre-med 

advising program for any student interested in pursuing medical training after earning their 

bachelor’s degree.  

In addition, Kent State has partnered with NEOMED to create an Early Assurance Program 

that allows eligible, second-year Kent State students to reserve a seat at NEOMED after 

completing their undergraduate degree. 
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2. Indicate number of students currently enrolled in the program: 

The last cohort admitted to the Integrated Life Science major was in fall 2016. From that 

cohort, 15 students have graduated, and the remaining nine students are actively enrolled 

and on track to graduate. 

3. Describe how the inactivation will affect students currently in the program, and explain 

plans for notifying students and assisting them in the completion of their degrees: 

Students admitted in the last cohort were made aware of the phase-out of the program. The 

remaining nine students are finishing the program in an optional third year. Two students are 

in progress to earn their degree in December 2019; four are in progress to earn their degree 

in May 2020; and three will be able to graduate in August 2020 with summer courses.  

All major (ILS) courses will be inactivated along with the major. The nine students have 

completed all ILS coursework. Any courses the students have not completed yet will 

continue to be offered by Kent State; therefore, these students will be able to earn their 

degree after the inactivation. 

4. Will there be a loss of faculty or staff positions because of the inactivation of the 

program? If so, indicate when the faculty or staff members were or will be informed. 

The majority of courses taught in the program are required in other degree programs (e.g., 

biology, chemistry, mathematics, sociology, psychology, physics) and will continue to be 

taught by faculty in their respective departments. 

Faculty teaching ILS courses came from the departments of Sociology, Biological Sciences, 

Psychological Sciences and Chemistry and Biochemistry. These faculty and supporting staff 

have transitioned to assist in Kent State’s pre-health professional programs. 

5. Describe the plan for communicating the inactivation of the program, including changes 

to the college catalog and college website and communications with advisors, admissions 

officers and financial aid officers: 

Once the inactivation is approved by the Kent State University Board of Trustees and the 

Ohio Department of Higher Education, all necessary changes will be made to university 

websites and materials. Further written concurrent communications will be sent out to key 

staff in student advising, admission, registrar and financial aid. Currently, the program is 

listed as suspended in the online University Catalog. 

6. Indicate the final date that the program will be operational: 

The program will be inactivated for fall 2020.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Melody J. Tankersley, Ph.D. 

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost (Interim) 

Kent State University 
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