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November 13, 2014 

 

Prof. Mandy Munro-Stasiuk 

Professor and Chairperson 

Department of Geography 

Kent State University 

Kent, OH 44242 

 

Dear Dr. Munro-Stasiuk: 

 

     The Association of American Geographers (AAG) is pleased to learn 

that the Department of Geography at Kent State University is planning to 

launch a Master of Geographic Information Science (MGISc).  

 

     As the lead academic membership association representing the field of 

Geography, we are well aware that this sub-area of Geography is one of the 

fastest growing nationally.  We are pleased that the Kent State University 

Department of Geography is developing this online program, which reflects 

a growing trend in academic institutions who are aiming to equip future 

graduates with the kinds of skills and knowledge that are increasingly 

sought after by employers in all sectors: academic, public, private and non-

governmental. 

 

     We are excited and hopeful about the future of this new program and the 

highly-skilled professionals it will create. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Douglas Richardson 

Executive Director 
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Dr.	
  Mandy	
  Munro-­‐Stasiuk,	
  Chairperson	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   February	
  12,	
  2015	
  
Department	
  of	
  Geography	
  
Kent	
  State	
  University	
  
413	
  McGilvrey	
  Hall	
  
330-­‐672-­‐2045	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
  

Dear	
  Professor	
  Munro-­‐Stasiuk,	
  	
  

On	
  behalf	
  of	
  Esri	
  founder	
  and	
  president	
  Jack	
  Dangermond,	
  I’m	
  pleased	
  to	
  offer	
  this	
  letter	
  of	
  support	
  for	
  
the	
  proposed	
  new	
  Master	
  of	
  Geographic	
  Information	
  Science	
  (MGISc)	
  to	
  be	
  offered	
  by	
  Kent	
  State’s	
  
Department	
  of	
  Geography.	
  As	
  lead	
  of	
  Esri’s	
  education	
  outreach	
  team	
  and	
  a	
  longstanding	
  faculty	
  
member	
  at	
  Penn	
  State	
  University,	
  I’m	
  familiar	
  with	
  workforce	
  needs	
  in	
  the	
  Geospatial	
  Technology	
  
Industry	
  and	
  with	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  practice-­‐oriented	
  education	
  offerings	
  that	
  colleges	
  and	
  universities	
  
provide	
  to	
  meet	
  workforce	
  needs.	
  	
  

The	
  geospatial	
  education	
  market	
  is	
  now	
  highly	
  competitive,	
  including	
  a	
  considerable	
  number	
  of	
  quality	
  
certificate	
  and	
  degree	
  programs	
  conducted	
  online.	
  However,	
  the	
  thoughtful	
  and	
  thorough	
  responses	
  
that	
  Professor	
  Shook	
  provided	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  my	
  questions	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  MGISc	
  program	
  
convince	
  me	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  well	
  conceived,	
  is	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  well	
  supported	
  by	
  the	
  university,	
  and	
  therefore	
  has	
  a	
  
good	
  chance	
  to	
  compete	
  successfully.	
  	
  

If	
  the	
  proposed	
  program	
  is	
  approved,	
  my	
  team	
  will	
  promote	
  it	
  through	
  our	
  extensive	
  social	
  media	
  
channels.	
  	
  

I’d	
  also	
  encourage	
  Kent	
  State	
  to	
  consider	
  advertising	
  the	
  program	
  in	
  Esri’s	
  publication	
  ArcNews,	
  which	
  
reaches	
  some	
  650,000	
  subscribers.	
  An	
  education	
  discount	
  is	
  available.	
  I’d	
  also	
  be	
  happy	
  to	
  discuss	
  the	
  
possibility	
  of	
  publishing	
  a	
  “thought	
  leadership”	
  article	
  by	
  one	
  of	
  your	
  program	
  faculty	
  members	
  in	
  a	
  
future	
  issue	
  of	
  ArcNews.	
  	
  

Participation	
  in	
  the	
  annual	
  Esri	
  Education	
  GIS	
  Conference	
  and	
  the	
  Academic	
  Program	
  Fair	
  and	
  GIS	
  
Solutions	
  EXPO	
  at	
  the	
  annual	
  Esri	
  User	
  Conference	
  may	
  also	
  be	
  worthwhile.	
  Kent	
  State’s	
  Esri	
  education	
  
site	
  license	
  includes	
  complimentary	
  registrations	
  to	
  both	
  the	
  EduC	
  and	
  the	
  UC.	
  

In	
  addition,	
  we	
  are	
  willing	
  to	
  brief	
  program	
  faculty	
  members	
  –	
  in	
  person	
  or	
  via	
  web	
  conference	
  –	
  about	
  
the	
  ongoing	
  evolution	
  of	
  Esri’s	
  ArcGIS	
  platform	
  and	
  its	
  implications	
  for	
  the	
  MGISc	
  curriculum.	
  
Furthermore	
  I’d	
  welcome	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  visit	
  Kent	
  State,	
  present	
  a	
  colloquium	
  talk,	
  and	
  meet	
  
personally	
  with	
  students	
  and	
  faculty	
  members	
  if	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  helpful.	
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MGISc	
  students	
  and	
  graduates	
  should	
  be	
  well	
  prepared	
  to	
  submit	
  competitive	
  applications	
  for	
  Esri	
  
assistantships,	
  internships,	
  and	
  career	
  opportunities	
  (http://www.esri.com/careers/main/student-­‐jobs).	
  	
  

Finally,	
  I	
  encourage	
  the	
  MGIS	
  program	
  faculty	
  to	
  consider	
  applying	
  for	
  Esri	
  Development	
  Center	
  status,	
  a	
  
program	
  that	
  acknowledges	
  and	
  supports	
  university-­‐based	
  centers	
  that	
  challenge	
  students	
  to	
  design	
  
and	
  build	
  geo-­‐enabled	
  applications	
  on	
  the	
  ArcGIS	
  platform.	
  The	
  EDC	
  designation	
  provides	
  additional	
  
benefits	
  to	
  site	
  licensees,	
  including	
  an	
  annual	
  student	
  award	
  and	
  complimentary	
  registrations	
  to	
  Esri’s	
  
International	
  Developers	
  Summit.	
  	
  

I	
  thank	
  you	
  and	
  Professor	
  Shook	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  MGISc	
  program,	
  and	
  for	
  Kent	
  
State’s	
  contribution	
  to	
  the	
  geospatial	
  education	
  community.	
  	
  

Sincerely	
  yours,	
  	
  

	
  

David	
  DiBiase	
  
Director	
  of	
  Education,	
  Industry	
  Solutions	
  	
  

	
  




