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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

Preparation Date 14-Sep-15  Curriculum Bulletin
Effective Date  Fall 2016 Approved by EPC

Depariment

College AS - Arts and Sciences

Proposal Estabiish Center

Proposal Name Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality

Description of proposal:

The Coliege of Arts & Sciences proposes to establish a Center for the Study of Gender and
Sexuality. This Center would provide an administrative structure to support the exisiting minors in
LGBT Studies and Women's Studies. Further, the Center would develop a multidisciplinary B.A.
program in Gender and Sexuality Studies.

Additionally, a Center committed to the sfudy of gender and sexuality would provide faculty with a
structure of support to pursue individual and collaborative multidisciplinary research and creative
projects, and fo pursue grant-writing in support of research, creative projects and program
development. And finally, because there is a fremendous need for public education on topics
such as competencies in understanding LGBTQ people and communities, violence against
women and sexual minorities, discrimination in the workplace and schools against gender and
sexual minorities, a Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality would be able to provide
programs, workshops, outreach, partnerships and continuing education opportunities for faw
enforcement, government agencies, schools, corporations, small businesses and more. An
interdisciplinary center would provide the level of support needed for the full range of academic
endeavors from course and program development, faculty research and creative activities, grant-
writing and outreach activities, and public engagement through a variety of educaticnal venues.

Describe impact on other programs, policies or procedures {e.g., duplication issues; enroliment and
staffing considerations; need, audience)

At Kent State University there is no duplication of programs — the center will incorporate and
strengthen the existing LGBT Studies and Women's Studies programs, and will further provide for
a new B.A. program in Gender and Sexuality. It will offer opportunities fo faculty and graduate
students (as well as undergraduate researchers) interested in these areas of study,

Because faculty engaged in the teaching and scholarship of gender and sexuality currently work
in a myriad of departments, colleges and schools, which offer course work in their programs
which the Center will draw upon, there will be natural (yet fostered) collaboration and support for
faculty and course work in existing programs.

Units consulted (other departments, programs or campuses affected by this proposal):

English, Modern and Classical Languages Studies, Pan-African Studies, Philosophy, Political
Science, Psychology, Religion Studies, and Sociology in the College of Arts & Sciences, the
Coliege of the Arts, and the College of Education, Health, and Human Services.

REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS (;2
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Department Chair / School Director

Campus Dean (for Regional Campuses proposals)
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College Deaﬁor designee)

Dean of Graduate Studies (for graduate proposals)

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost (or designee)
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Proposal Summary to Establish or Revise an Academic Administrative Structure

Proposal Summary to Establish or Revise an
Academic Administrative Structure

College of Arts and Sciences Proposes to
Establish the Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality

The following is from 3343-2-03 University Policy Regarding the Establishment or Revision
of Academic Administrative Structures.

Preamble

The College of the Arts & Sciences offers minors in Women’s Studies (since the 1980s) and
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered Studies (since 2001); currently being revised to
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Studies. Kent State University’s LGBT
Studies minor was the first academic program of study in this subject area offered in the
state of Ohio. While these programs continue to attract minors, growth and development in
the academic study of gender and sexuality has evolved in American mstitutions of higher
education over the past twenty years. It is our proposal to establish a new center, which
while building upon the successes of our existing minor programs, will create an academic
administrative structure which incorporates and expands the opportunities for
multidisciplinary scholarship, course work and degree work under the umbrella of Gender
and Sexuality Studies. Additionally, because faculty and students who study, research and
engage in creative activities in the areas of gender and sexuality work out of a range of
academic departments and colleges, incorporating a Center for the Study of Gender and
Sexuality would provide a structure of interdisciplinary support for grant-writing, research
and other forms of engaged scholarship conducted by faculty and students.

Furthermore, because there is a tremendous need for public education on topics such as
competencies in understanding LGBTQ people and communities, violence against women
and sexual minorities, disctimination in the workplace and schools against gender and sexual
minotities, a Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality would be able to provide
progratns, workshops, outreach, partnerships and continuing education opportunities for law
enforcement, government agencies, schools, corpoerations, small businesses and more.
Finally, programs and centers in Gender and Sexuality are becoming increasingly common
nationally as issues of gender and sexuality create student demand.

1. The quality of the faculty, students and programs.

Women’s Studies and LLGBT Studies have continually filled their offered courses, and

both programs attract students who select Kent State University as their destination

university because these programs exist. Several courses are already offered online,

opening up opportunities for students at all Kent State campuses to take the courses.

These programs would expand and flourish under the guidance of a full-time director

and a structure that fosters the more active involvement of full-time faculty currently at /fl <
Kent State University. The programs have managed to be moderately successful despite ?[
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starting with volunteer faculty efforts. Women’s Studies saw tremendous enrollment
increases with the hiring of one full-time non-tenure track faculty member, while LGBT
Studies has filled all classes offered by one part-time adjunct faculty member.

Faculty who are affiliated with both programs either through teaching or reseatrch are
employed in all Kent State University Colleges and Schools, and produce scholarly and
creative work, academic documentaries and successful grant applications, and they
engage in significant university and community service.

Graduates of these minors have had success in 2 range of employment sitaations and
graduate school.

In addition, these programs are increasing in stature nationally, as the tech mdustries,
corporations, governments, non-government organizations, educational institutions and
non-profit organizations recognize the need for expertise and knowledge about women’s
issues and LGBTQ issues.

Centrality and coherence to the mission and strategic directions of the university
and other academic units.

The university mission and strategic directions include offering a broad array of
academic programs to engage students and focus on the needs of students who seek
academic programs that serve their aspirations and prepare them for professions and
advanced degree work. Additionally the university is committed to diversity and
inclusion and has worked to attract and retain women and LGBTQ students as well as to
educate non-minotity students about minority populations. The university also seeks to
educate students through its extensive regional campus system and to provide the public
in those areas with educational programming and outreach.

Comparative advantage versus other structures.

A Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality will support the involvement of students
and faculty from a full range of Kent State University’s academic departments, colleges
and schools, provide interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary opportunities, support
collaborative research and grant-writing, and be the most flexible stracture to
incorporate changes in the study of gender and sexuality. Some universities (such as The
Ohio State University) have established academic departments of Gender and Sexuality
that contain tenure lines and maintain disciplinary academic structures. However, it is
our assesstent that the model of a “Center for the Study of” also opens up more
opportunities for cross-university collaboration, collaboration with business,
govetnment, social service and other external entities, and aligns more closely with the
educational missions of Kent State University. The proposal for a Center for the Study
of Gender and Sexuality allows Kent State University the opportunity to develop a more
comprehensive structute of exploring gender and sexuality that hinks interdisciphnary
scholats, provides flexible collaborative structures for research and grant-writing, has a
commitment to public scholarship, and connects with existing university diversity
programs and resources, such as the Women’s Center, LGBTQ Student Center, Multi- A S
cultural Student Center, and more.
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4. What makes the unit particularly appropriate for Kent State University.

Kent State University has a rich legacy of offering courses and otherwise engaging in the
study of gender and sexuality. Courses on women and lesbians were first offered by Dr.
Dolores Noll in 1971, when the outcomes of the May 4" tragedy opened up
opportunities for experimental courses to be offered. (Dr. Noll is nationally recognized
as a pioneer in these areas, including an MLA [Modern and Classical Languages] award
named in her honor.) Additionally, the first continually operating LGBTQ student
organization was founded at Kent State University, as was the first LGBT Studies
program in the state of Ohio.

Despite lacking such an administrative structure and having minimal support in the past
for LGBT Studies and Wotmen’s Studies, both programs have maintained curricular
offetings and graduated minors because of a constant influx of supportive and qualified
faculty.

Recently Kent State University has expanded its support and resources for LGBTQ
students to include scholarships, an emergency fund to support students who lack
parental support and/or face parental alienation and violence, a student resource center
with a full-time director, gender-neutral student housing, healthcare coverage for
transgender students, gender-neutral bathrooms, and more—placing this university at
the forefront of LGBTQ-friendly universities. These actions have increased the
recruitment and retention of LGBTQ students, thus increasing student demand for
courses related to gender and sexuality. University ranking services such as the Campus
Pride Index, Princeton Review, US News and Report, Best College.com, and others
include the existence and strength of academic programs for these groups into their
overall assessments and rankings.

These successes run counter to the status of the state in which Kent State University
resides, which ranks in the bottom of states with regard to women’s rights and LGBTQ
tights. (Assessments by the Human Rights Campaign, LAMBDA, ACLU, and other
feminist and LGBTQ advocacy organizations have spotlighted a lack of legal rights, high
rates of hate-based violence and sexual assault, and limits on women’s reproductive
health care as reasons for low ranking.) Reports on the status of women and LGBTQ
people have noted that supportive universities {as well as progressive corporations,
municipalities and organizations) setve as essential oases in such states.

5. Demand for the unit and for the graduates of the unit.

The ability to grow and even update the Women’s Studies and LGBT Studies programs

is presently severely curtailed by the lack of an administrative structure. Students are

requesting more classes, a major in the field and more opportunities to do practicums,
internships and field research. But these opportunities cannot be met with the current

volunteer model. Faculty from a myriad of departments affiliated with both programs

have expressed the need for a better structure to support collaborative work. Kent State

faculty who teach and conduct research in gender and sexuality are regulazly approached A S

/
&
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by leaders in northeast Ohio wanting more opportunities to connect with our university
on outreach, education and programs.

The creation of the Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality would also serve the
university’s recruitment and retention goals, including those related to diversity and
inclusion. Students are coming out as gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender at younger
and younger ages. A substantial number of high schools have Gay-Straight Alliances, and
students of all genders and sexual orientations are increasingly interested in attending
college at institutions that support women and sexual minorities as well as provide
courses that help them succeed in an increasingly diverse and accepting professional
wozld.

A recent forum about the proposed creation of the Center for the Study of Gender and
Sexuality was attended by more than 50 people, and 35 were students intetested in these
academic programs. At a recent Pride! Meeting attended by approximately 110 students,
the president of the organization polled the students about gender and sexuality
programs. The results of that poll (which counted raised hands) were that 80% stated an
Interest in a major in Gender and Sexuality; 60% knew there was curtently a minor in
LGBT Studies; 80% said they would minor in LGBT Studies if courses were updated
and offered regularly, and between 60-70% indicated they chose Kent State University
because of LGBTQ-related academic programs and support.

A recently created Facebook page for Gender and Sexuality is already liked (the
equivalent of “friends” for organizational pages) by 79 people with shared posts reaching
197 last week, and the pages for both Women’s Studies and LGBT Studies have
quadrupled in likes, with Women’s Studies reaching 311 likes and LGBT 113 likes.

Duplication and interrelatedness of the unit’s program(s) within the university,
state, and region.

At Kent State University there Is no duplication — the center will incorporate and
strengthen the existing LGBT Studies and Women’s Studies programs, and will further
provide for a new major in Gender and Sexuality. It will offer opportunities to faculty
and graduate students (as well as undergraduate researchers) interested in these ateas of
study. And it will incorporate existing coutses offered in departments and programs in
the College of Arts and Sciences, the College of the Arts, and the Health Education
program, at both the Kent campus and at regional campuses.

And because faculty engaged in the teaching and scholarship of gender and sexuality
currently work in a myrdad of departments, colleges and schools, there will be natural
(and cultivated) collaboration with existing programs.

Efficiency and effectiveness of the unit in leveraging existing resources and
expanding new resources,

The Center will increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the two minors and improve
the effectveness of those program courses by applying them to a new major in Gender
and Sexuality. The Center will ensure that all courses in these programs are offered A’ g

7
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online to expand opportunities for students at all Kent State campuses. The Center will
also provide a mechanism for increased grant-writing opportunities and will be
expanding rather than consuming resources.

Administrative reporting structure.
The director of the Center will report to the Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences.
Space and capital budget needs.

Space for the center is available within the College of Arts & Sciences. The budgetary
needs will be provided by the College as the programs within it enhance the enrollments
of courses within the College.

A proposed operating budget with any one-time resource needs.

The position of the Ditector of the Center will be supported through administrative
assignments in the faculty member’s workload. Support staff can be provided from the
existing pool in the College, as necessary.

Evaluation procedures including academic assessment procedutres.

All Centers and Institutes with the College of Arts & Sciences submit an annual report
detailing the activities of the unit in the context of its mission. As is consistent with such
units, this Center will have a scheduled full review within five years and every five years
after. The College uses this information to determine the continuation of every Center
and Institute.

The Center will develop an academic quality improvement plan consistent with the
College standard. Growth of programs, student success and administrative stability will
be the initial evaluation criteria. A mettic of success will be determined, e.g. new
programs established and/or increased students, grant activity, expansion of research
and creative activity. If after the initial review period, within three to five years, the
centet does not meet its objective and goals, it will be inactivated.

. A timetable for proposal implementation.

A&S CCC, EPC and Faculty Senate approval —  Fall 2015
Board of Trustees approval and establishment ~  Spring 2016
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ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

o
From: BARNBAUM, DEBORAH
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 12:26 PM
To: ODELL-5COTT, BAVID
Ce: MERRYMAN, MOLLY
Subject: RE: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Professors Odell-Scott and Merryman,

[ am writing to express my support for the founding of a Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality. | wish you
success in the creation of this Center.

Deborah Barnbaum, Ph.D.

Professor and Chair of Philosophy | Kent State University
PO Box 5180 | Kent, OH | 44242-0001|330672-0267

Kent State -~ Home of the Sellars in a New Generation Conference

From: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 5:49 PM
To: TROGDON, ROBERT; DUNNE, KEIRAN; GOODEN, AMOABA; BARNBAUM, DEBORAH; BARNES, ANDREW: Zaragoza,

Maria; SERPE, RICHARD
Cc: MERRYMAN, MOLLY
Subject: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Dear Colleagues,
We are requesting your review and consideration for supporting the founding of the Center for the Study of Gender and

Sexuality. We have attached copies of the Program Summary and the CCP for your review.

Your prompt attention on returning 2 memo or email of support for this project would be much appreciated.

Regards, David

Sent on behalf of Molly Merryman.

David W. Odeli-Scott PhD

Associate Dean, College of Arts & Sciences
Center for Comparative & Integrative Programs
Prafessor of Philosophy

330.672.0271

A
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ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
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From: TROGDON, ROBERT
Sent: Friday, October 02, 2015 3:06 PM
To: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID; DUNNE, KEIRAN; GOODEN, AMOABA; BARNBAUM, DEBORAH;
BARNES, ANDREW; Zaragoza, Maria; SERPE, RICHARD
Cc: MERRYMAN, MOLLY
Subject: RE: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

David,

After careful review and consultation with my faculty, the Department of English is happy to support the
establishment of the Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality. The university, college and the Department
of English has a long history of offering courses in LGBT related subjects.

Yours,

Robert W. Trogdon
Professor and Chair
Department of English
Kent State University
PO Box 5190

Kent, OH 44242-0001
(330) 672-1710
rtrogdon{@kent.edu

From: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 5:49 PM

To: TROGDON, ROBERT; DUNNE, KEIRAN; GOODEN, AMOABA; BARNBAUM, DEBORAH; BARNES, ANDREW; Zaragoza,
Maria; SERPE, RICHARD

Cc: MERRYMAN, MOLLY
Subject: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Dear Colleagues,
We are requesting your review and consideration for supporting the founding of the Center for the Study of Gender and

Sexuality. We have attached copies of the Program Summary and the CCP for your review.
Your prompt attention on returning a memo or email of support for this project would be much appreciated.
Regards, David

Sent on behalf of Molly Merryman.

David W, Gdell-Scott PhD
Associate Dean, Coilege of Arts & Sciences
Center for Comparative & Integrative Programs

Professor of Philosophy
oo

330.672.0271 ~
672. 10




EPC Agenda | 16 November 2015 | Attachment 2 | Page 10

ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

Subject: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

From: GOODEN, AMOABA
Sent: Tuesday, October 06, 2015 3:03 PM
To: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Subject: Re: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Pear David,

Pan-African Studies is happy to support the establishment of the Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality.
We currently have a Gender, Race and Sex concentration that would fit nicely with the establishment of such

a center,
Best regards,
Amoaba

Amoaba Gooden, PhD

Chair and Associate Professor
Pepartment of Pan-African Studies

Kent State University

Qscar Ritchie Hall

P.C. Box 5190

Kent, Chio

Office 330 672-0142

Fax 330 672-4837

http://www. kent.edu/cas/pas/index.cfm
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ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

Subject: FW: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

From: Zaragoza, Maria

Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015 4:45 PM

To: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

Subject: RE: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Dear David:

By way of this email, } write to lend the Department of Psychological Sciences’ full support for the establishment of a
Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality. It is my understanding that the position of the Director of the Center will
be supported through administrative assignments in the faculty member’s workload.

Maria Zaragoza

Maria S. Zaragoza, Ph.D,

Professor and Chair

Department of Psychological Sciences
Kent State University

Kent, OH 44242

e-mail: mzaragoz@kent.edu
phone: (330)672-2167
fax: {330)672-3786

From: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 5:48 PM

To: TROGDON, ROBERT; DUNNE, KEIRAN; GOODEN, AMOABA; BARNBAUM, DEBORAH; BARNES, ANDREW,; Zaragoza,
Maria; SERPE, RICHARD

Cc: MERRYMAN, MOLLY

Subject: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Dear Colleagues,

We are requesting your review and consideration for supporting the founding of the Center for the Study of Gender and
Sexuality. We have attached copies of the Program Summary and the CCP for your review.

Your prompt attention on returning a memo or email of support for this project would be much appreciated.

Regards, David

Sent on behalf of Molly Merryman,

David W. Odeil-Scott PhD ‘
Associate Dean, College of Arts & Sciences /ﬂ( 5

Center for Comparative & Integrative Programs ,/ 9\
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ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID -

Subject: FW: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

From: BARNES, ANDREW

Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015 4:56 PM

To: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

Subject: Re: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Thanks, David. POL is happy to see this Center get off the ground, and we've had a faculty member at many of the
planing meetings. We support the proposal.

(1 was caught off guard by the plan to hire a full-time director, rather than a faculty member with an offload, but {'m told
that has been changed in the final proposal.)

Thanks,
Andrew

Sent from my iPhone. Apologies for brevity, typos, and embarrassing auto-corrections.

From: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 5:48 PM

To: TROGDON, ROBERT; DUNNE, KEIRAN; GOQDEN, AMOABA; BARNBAUM, DEBORAH; BARNES,
ANDREW; Zaragoza, Maria; SERPE, RICHARD

Cc: MERRYMAN, MOLLY

Subject: Reguest for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Dear Colleagues,
We are reqguesting your review and consideration for supporting the founding of the Center for the
Study of Gender and Sexuality. We have attached copies of the Program Summary and the CCP for your

review.

Your prompt attention on returning a memo or email of support for this project would be much
appreciated.

Regards, David

Sent on behalf of Molly Merryman.

David W. Odell-Scott PhD

Associate Dean, College of Arts & Sciences
Center for Comparative & Integrative Programs
Professor of Philosophy

330.672.0271
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ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

T
From: DUNNE, KEIRAN
Sent: Thursday, Qctober 08, 2015 5.08 PM
To: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Subject: Re: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center
Hi David,

I am writing to express the support of the Department of Modern and Classical Language Studies for the establishment of
the Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality.

MCLS has several faculty members who are engaged in research that can contribute to the the Center, including
Francoise Massardier-Kenney, Dick Berrong, Stephanie Libbon, Brian Baer and Qlga Rivera.

Please do not hesitate to let me know if you require any additional information. We look forward to the creation of the
Center and to working with you!

Keiran

From: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 5:48 PM
To: TROGDON, ROBERT; DUNNE, KEIRAN; GOODEN, AMOABA; BARNBAUM, DEBORAH; BARNES, ANDREW; Zaragoza,

Maria; SERPE, RICHARD
Cc: MERRYMAN, MOLLY
Subject: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Dear Colieagues,
We are requesting your review and consideration for supporting the founding of the Center for the Study of Gender and

Sexuality. We have attached copies of the Program Summary and the CCP for your review,
Your prompt attention on returning a memo or email of support for this project would be much appreciated.
Regards, David

Sent an behalf of Molly Merryman.

David W, Odeli-Scott PhD

Associate Dean, College of Arts & Sciences
Center for Comparative & integrative Programs
Professor of Philosophy

330.672.0271
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ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID

S
From: SERPE, RICHARD
Sent: Thursclay, October 08, 2015 3:37 PM
To: QDELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Subject: RE: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center
David,

| support the development of the Center for Gender and Sexuality Studies.
Richard

Richard T. Serpe, Ph.D.
Chair and Professor of Sociology
Coeditor, Social Psychology Quarteriy

Department of Sociology
Kent State University
P.0. Box 5190

Kent, OH 44242-0001
Email: rserpe @kent.edu
Voice: {330} 672-4896
Fax: [330) 672-4724

From: ODELL-SCOTT, DAVID
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 5:49 PM
To: TROGDON, ROBERT; DUNNE, KEIRAN; GOODEN, AMOABA; BARNBAUM, DEBORAH; BARNES, ANDREW; Zaragoza,

Maria; SERPE, RICHARD

Cc: MERRYMAN, MOLLY
Subject: Request for Statement of Support for Establishment of New Center

Dear Colleagues,
We are reguesting your review and consideration for supporting the founding of the Center for the Study of Gender and

Sexuality. We have attached copies of the Program Summary and the CCP for your review,

Your prompt attention on returning a memo or email of support for this project would be much appreciated.

Regards, David

Sent on behalf of Molly Merryman.

David W, Odell-Scott PhD

Associate Dean, Coliege of Arts & Sciences
Center for Comparative & Integrative Programs
Professor of Philosophy

330.672.0271
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OrricE OrF THE DEAN
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Date: September 30, 2015
From: David W. Odell-Scott, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Subject: Transmittal Memo re: Establishment of a Center for the Study of Gender

and Sexuality

The College of Arts and Sciences proposes the establishiment of the Center for the Study
of Gender and Sexuality. The minors in LGBT Studies (which is currently revising its
title) and Women’s Studies which are presently housed in the Center for Comparative
and Integrative Studies will be moved into the Center for the Study of Gender and

Sexuality.





