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Change Request:  
100 Percent Online Delivery of Master of Science in Nursing 

Program 
 
This form is to request authorization to deliver 50 percent or more of a degree/degree program that 
has previously been approved by the chancellor using an online or blended/hybrid1 delivery model. 
The 50 percent marker excludes internships, clinical practicum, field experiences and student teaching. 
 
Date of submission:  October 1, 2015 
 
Name of institution:  Kent State University 
 
Degree/degree program to be offered using 100% online delivery: 

1. Master of Nursing Science – Nursing (NURS) 
a. Adult Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist concentration 
b. Adult Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner concentration 
c. Family Nurse Practitioner concentration 
d. Adult Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner concentration 
e. Nursing and Healthcare Management concentration 
f. Nurse Educator concentration 
g. Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner concentration 
h. Pediatric Primary Care Nurse Practitioner concentration 
i. Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner concentration 

 
Primary institutional contact for the request 

Name:    Melody Tankersley 
Title:   Senior Associate Provost & Interim Dean, Graduate Studies 
Phone number:  330-672-2220 
E-mail:   mtankers@kent.edu 

 
Proposed start date:  FALL 2016 
 
Date that the request received final approval from the appropriate institutional committee: 
    Approved by the Educational Policies Council,  

a subcommittee of the Faculty Senate on [DATE] 
 
                                                 
1 For this document, the following definitions will be used:  
Online: A course where most (80+ percent) of the content is delivered online and typically requires no face-
to-face meetings.  
Blended/hybrid: Course that blends online and on-ground/face-to-face delivery. Substantial proportion of the 
content is delivered online; typically uses online discussion and has a reduced number of face-to-face meetings.  
Web-facilitated: Course that uses web-based technology to facilitate what is essentially a face-to-face course. 
Examples of this may be the instructor posting the syllabus or list of assignments on a web page or to a 
course management system, or requiring some quizzes to be taken via an online method. 
On-ground (aka traditional or face-to-face): Course that uses little or no online technology, where content is 
primarily delivered orally or in writing. For this document, on-ground courses include those that are web-facilitated. 
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Institution has Higher Learning Commission approval for online or blended/hybrid 
delivery: Yes 
 
Educator preparation program that leads to licensure or endorsement:  No 
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1. INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 
 
1.1 Describe the learning management system (LMS) that the institution will be using 

for its online or blended/hybrid course offerings.  
 
Kent State University has a contract with Blackboard Learn, a virtual learning environment and 
course management system which features course management, customizable open architecture, 
and scalable design that allows integration with student information systems and authentication 
protocols.  
 
1.2 Describe the institution’s options and processes for students and faculty in need of 

ADA accommodations for online teaching and learning. 
 
The course delivery tool of Blackboard meets accessibility standards defined in Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines 2.0. Additionally, Kent State University’s Student Accessibility Services 
provides detailed instructions for making a course accessible on its website. These instructions 
include items such as: Including alternative text; using descriptive names for file uploads; 
maintaining high contrast; providing text equivalents for audio and video files, and so on. A 
complete list of items and directions can be found at http://www.kent.edu/sas/blackboard-
learn-quick-guide. 
 
1.3 Describe the technical and help desk support services available to students and 

faculty (hardware and software systems). 
 
The College of Nursing enjoys a very robust network of support services, both from within the 
College and at the University level.  
 
University Support for Faculty and Students: 
 

 Help Desk Support 24/7 
 330.672.HELP (4357), 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 Visit http://support.kent.edu and open a support ticket 

 Blackboard Support Course Management  http://www.kent.edu/blackboard 
group provides phone and email support for faculty using Blackboard 8-5 M-F.  The 
Educational Technology application support group develops and supports solutions that 
help with your integration of education technologies and applications into all aspects of 
teaching and learning. In addition to working with departments to develop specific 
course applications, they also create applications that assist in creating and delivering 
educational materials. They also develop and support applications such as support 
KSUtube (ksutube.kent.edu) for delivering streaming video and the KSU Presenter 
(presenter.kent.edu) to create Power Point type presentations with audio. 
 

 University Customer Support  
Customer Support provides all of Kent State's campuses with 24/7 technology support 
and communication, including phone support, online support, and multiple in person 
walk-up technology support locations. They also update knowledge articles, resolve 
tickets, monitor quality of tickets, conduct training and also advertise and create division 
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communications. A listing of the broad array of services provided by Information 
Services is available at http://www2.kent.edu/is/services/catalog.cfm. 

College of Nursing Support 

 Senior Instructional Designer provides one-on-one consultation to faculty who wish 
to design and facilitate their Blackboard course. Provide support/pedagogy for course 
content development for the College of Nursing. Also conducts group/department 
training for faculty to meet their specific needs.  

 Manager, Information Technology provides in person and remote desktop access 
support with hardware and software issues to students and faculty. 

1.4 Explain the institution’s policies and procedures related to ensuring the integrity of 
student work in online programs (e.g., for establishing student identity, for 
controlling the conditions of examinations, etc.).   

 
Kent State University has policies and resources to support student integrity in academic work. 
All students are made aware of these policies and resources and are expected to adhere to them. 
Access to the Blackboard portal is via the student and faculty’s Kent State login and password. 
Policies related specifically to online resources are located at http://www.kent.edu/is/policies-
and-procedures. 

Security & Access Management is responsible for protecting digital assets through: Network and 
Systems Security, Encryption, Application Security, Identity and Access Management, Security 
Awareness Training, Copyright Infringement Handling, Cloud Security, Vendor Security 
Reviews, Standards and Compliance. 

Exam security is accomplished by a variety of methods. Two third-party vendors are used by 
faculty for exam security: Respondus Lockdown Browser is a custom browser that locks down 
the testing environment within Blackboard Learn. ProctorU is an online proctoring system that 
uses a webcam to monitor student activity during an exam. 

1.5 Indicate whether the institution has entered into a collaborative agreement with a 3rd 
party provider to provide content/curriculum or resources/services to support the 
delivery of the program.  If so, indicate the parties involved, purpose and timeline of 
the agreement. Submit a copy of the agreement as an appendix item. 

 
We do not have an agreement with a third party to support this program. 
 

1.6 Have the appropriate accreditation agencies been informed of the proposed change? 
 
A Substantive Change report is being prepared by the Office of the Dean to send to the MSN 
Program’s accrediting body, the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education. 
 

2. ADMINISTRATIVE AND STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
2.1  Describe how students in the online program will have access to the following services.  

Indicate how the services available to the online students are comparable to those 
available to students in the on-ground program: 
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 Administrative services (admissions, financial aid, registration, student records) 

All administrative services of the University are available online, with many having 
online-only access. Students are provided access to services through the University 
website, or through the password-protected multi-purpose student portal, Flashline. 
 

 Advising regarding program planning and progress 
Student advising is a shared responsibility among faculty and the College of Nursing’s 
Department of Student Services. The College maintains a website on Blackboard that 
houses graduate-student specific forms, clinical practicum information, and news such as 
graduation deadlines and procedures. Faculty and Student Services advisors are available 
by phone and email. The University uses a program planning portal for students to check 
their progress toward degree, GPA, upcoming courses, etc. 
 

 Library resources 
The library has a robust collection of online resources, and will copy and deliver print 
materials on request. Library resources are available to distance students via a secure 
VPN connection. The Library has compiled numerous resources for online students at 
http://libguides.library.kent.edu/dl. 
 

 Psycho-social counseling 
 
Kent State University offers counseling and psychosocial supportive services through 
University Health Services Psychological Services and through the Counseling and 
Human Development Center. Distance students are eligible to receive these services, 
which currently are offered only in face-to-face formats. 
 

 Career advising and placement services 
 
Each concentration/component of the program has a faculty coordinator who is a 
specialist in the respective field. All coordinators are actively engaged in the specialty, 
and most hold practice positions to maintain their knowledge. This specialty practice and 
knowledge supports the coordinators’ ability to be informed about market trends for 
positions our program prepares the graduate to secure. The program includes role 
practicum experiences that students complete locally to prepare them for transitioning to 
a position following program completion.  Kent State also serves students through the 
Career Services Center, http://www.kent.edu/career. 

 
2.2  Describe the admission requirements for the online or blended/hybrid program.  If 

these are different from those for the on-ground program, discuss the rationale for the 
differing requirements. 

 
The admission requirements for the 100% online program will be identical to that of the current 
hybrid program. The requirements are listed below.  
 

MSN Admission Criteria 
Admission Requirements 

Applicants to the master's program must have: 
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 An active, unrestricted RN license in the state in which clinical coursework will 
be completed. A baccalaureate and/or graduate degree from an accredited 
registered nursing program. An RN with a bachelor's degree in a non-nursing field 
will be considered based on review of a portfolio submitted with the application. 

 A minimum cumulative undergraduate grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 on a 4.0 
point scale 

 Completion of a 3-credit hour undergraduate level statistics course in the past 5 
years with a grade of B or better 

 Resume or curriculum vitae  
 Three letters of reference from a health care professional or academic faculty who 

can speak to the applicant's professional and academic abilities 
 Completion of a two- to three-page admissions essay describing reasons for 

seeking the master's degree in the identified specialty and demonstrating clarity of 
professional goals.. 

 International applicants must show evidence of one of the following:  
o a minimum internet TOEFL score of 83 
o a paper based TOEFL score of 560 
o a MELAB score of 78 
o a PTE minimum score of 55, or a minimum IELTS score of 6.5 for 

admission 

The MSN/MBA concentration requires applicants to complete the GMAT or GRE. 
Students selected for admission to the nursing program must meet the College of 
Nursing's Clinical Compliance Policy. 

3. CURRICULUM 
 
3.1 Will the online or blended/hybrid program be offered instead of or in addition to the 

onsite program? 
 
Currently, all the listed concentrations in the MSN program are more than 50% online. For the 
courses that are now offered onsite, we plan to open an online section as an option for those 
students wishing to complete their program 100% online, while continuing to offer onsite sections 
of the courses. 

 
3.2 Indicate whether the online or blended/hybrid program is equivalent to the on-ground 

program (e.g., expected outcomes, number of credits, course availability, etc.). If there 
are differences, please explain. 

 
The online and on-ground programs are equivalent. 

 
3.3 Describe how interaction (synchronous or asynchronous) between the instructor and the 

students and among the students is reflected in the design of the program and its 
courses. 
 
Our course delivery software supports both synchronous and asynchronous teaching. The 
course design is primarily asynchronous, using course communication tools such as discussion 
boards and blogs for student/faculty interaction. The program also uses synchronous 
experiences in some courses as an option for informal discussion and socialization. For example, 
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some faculty have instituted online office hours using Webex, which allows all participants with 
webcams to see and interact with each other in real time. 
 

3.4 Explain how students are supported and counseled to ensure that they have the skills 
and competencies to successfully complete the curriculum in an online learning 
environment. 
 
Applicants to the MSN program typically are contacted for a one-on-one discussion with 
concentration coordinators as part of the admissions process. During this encounter, as well as 
during the formal student orientation (offered both on site and online), students are advised of 
the online nature of the program and provided with information about College and University 
resources to support their online learning experience. Additionally, the Blackboard Learning 
System includes embedded tutorials to assist students to successfully complete their online 
coursework.  
 

3.5 Describe the evaluation systems used to measure the quality and effectiveness of the 
program delivered in an online or blended/hybrid format. 

 
Online students use the regular Kent State course/instructor evaluation system as on ground 
students. These evaluations are deployed to every student every semester for every course. In 
addition, The College of Nursing subscribes to Educational Benchmarking, Inc., a survey firm 
that deploys an extensive questionnaire to all graduating students. Most of the concentrations in 
the MSN program prepare graduates to sit for national certification exams, and the aggregated 
results of these exams are reported to the Dean annually.  
 

3.6 Using the chart below, please list the courses that make up the major/program and 
indicate whether they are delivered using an online, blended/hybrid or on-ground 
format (see definitions on first page). Identify all new courses (i.e., courses that are not a 
part of the approved, on-ground curriculum.) Please provide a syllabus for each new 
course as an appendix item. 
 
The courses for each concentration are listed below by concentration. There are no new courses 
being proposed as a result of this proposal, although through our regular curriculum review and 
revision process, we are simultaneously proposing some new courses to our Educational Policies 
Council. 
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Adult Gerontology 
Clinical Nurse Specialist 
(AGCN)  

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in approved 
program 

Comments (as 
needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced 
Health Assessment  

 Yes  

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology 
for Advanced Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60441: Pharmacology 
for Advanced Practice Nursing  

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of 
Inquiry 

 Yes  

NURS60506: Clinical 
Diagnostics for Advanced 
Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60010: Advanced 
Nursing Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy 
and Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60110: Adult 
Gerontology CNS I  

 Yes  

NURS61192: Adult 
Gerontology CNS I Practicum 

 Yes Clinical Course

NURS60210: Adult 
Gerontology CNS II 

 Yes  

NURS62192: Adult 
Gerontology CNS II Practicum 

 Yes Clinical Course

NURS60310: Adult 
Gerontology CNS III 

 Yes  

NURS63192: Adult 
Gerontology CNS III 
Practicum 

 Yes Clinical Course
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NURSE EDUCATOR 
(NUED)  

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in 
approved program 

Comments (as 
needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced Health 
Assessment  

 Yes  

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology 
for Advanced Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60441: Pharmacology for 
Advanced Practice Nursing 3cr 

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of 
Inquiry 

 Yes  

NURS60010: Advanced 
Nursing Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60592: Nursing 
Education Practicum  

 Yes Includes a local 
practicum 
experience 

NURS 60601: Nursing 
Curriculum and Instruction in 
Higher Education 

 Yes  

NURS 60602: Roles and 
Evaluation for Nursing 
Curriculums in Higher 
Education 

 Yes  

NURS 60604: Nursing Health 
Care Clinical Issues in a 
Specialty Area 

 Yes  

NURS 60605 Nursing 
Education  with Technology 

 Yes  
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Adult Gerontology Acute 
Care Nurse Practitioner 
(AGPN)  

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in 
approved program 

Comments (as 
needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced Health 
Assessment  

 Yes  

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology 
for Advanced Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60441: Pharmacology for 
Advanced Practice Nursing 3cr 

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of 
Inquiry 

 Yes  

NURS60506: Clinical 
Diagnostics for Advanced 
Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60010: Advanced 
Nursing Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS 60120 Primary Care I: 
Adults Across the Lifespan 

  Yes  

NURS60130: Adult 
Gerontology ACNP Role 

  Yes  

NURS61392: Adult 
Gerontology ACNP Role 
Practicum 

 Yes Clinical Course

NURS 61292 Primary Care I 
Adults Across the Lifespan 
Practicum  

 Yes Clinical Course

NURS60130 Adult 
Gerontology ACNP I 

  Yes  

NURS62392 Adult 
Gerontology ACNP I Practicum  

 Yes Clinical Course

NURS60330 Adult 
Gerontology ACNP II 

  Yes  

NURS63392 Adult 
Gerontology ACNP II 
Practicum 

 Yes Clinical Course
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Pediatric Primary Care 
Nurse Practitioner (PNPR)  

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in 
approved program 

Comments 
(as needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced Health 
Assessment  

 Yes  

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology 
for Advanced Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60441: Pharmacology for 
Advanced Practice Nursing 

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of 
Inquiry 

 Yes  

NURS60006: Introduction to 
Family Assessment and 
Counseling in Nursing 

 Yes  

NURS60010: Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS 60170 Pediatric 
Assessment for Advanced 
Practice Nurses 

  Yes  

NURS 61792 Pediatric 
Assessment for Advanced 
Practice Nurses Practicum 

 Yes Clinical course

NURS60270: Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner I 

  Yes  

NURS62792: Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner I  Practicum 

 Yes Clinical Course

 NURS 60370 Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner II 

  Yes  

NURS 63792 Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner II Practicum  

 Yes Clinical Course

NURS60372 Care of the 
Chronically Ill Child for 
Advanced Practice Nurses  

  Yes  

NURS 63992 Care of the 
Chronically Ill Child for 
Advanced 
Practice Nurses Practicum  

 Yes Clinical Course

NURS 60470 Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner III  

  Yes  

NURS64792 Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner III Practicum 

 Yes Clinical Course
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Adult-Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner 
(APNG)  
 

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in approved 
program 

Comments (as 
needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced Health 
Assessment 

 Yes  

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology 
for Advanced Practice Nurses  

 Yes  

NURS60441: Pharmacology for 
Advanced Practice Nursing  

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of 
Inquiry  

 Yes  

NURS60506: Clinical 
Diagnostics for Advanced 
Nursing Practice  

 Yes  

NURS60010: Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60120 Adult Gerontology 
Primary Care I  

  yes  

NURS61292 Adult Gerontology 
Primary Care I Practicum  

 yes Clinical Course 

NURS60125 Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurse Role   

  yes  

NURS61892 Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurse Role  
Practicum  

 yes Clinical Course 

NURS60220 Adult Gerontology 
Primary Care II   

  yes  

NURS62292 Adult Gerontology 
Primary Care II Practicum   

 yes Clinical Course 

NURS60320 Comprehensive 
Primary Care III   

  yes  

NURS63692 Comprehensive 
Primary Care Practicum III  

 yes Clinical Course
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Family Nurse Practitioner 
(APNF) 

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in 
approved 
program 

Comments 
(as 
needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced Health 
Assessment  

 Yes  

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis for 
Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology for 
Advanced Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60441: Pharmacology for 
Advanced Practice Nursing  

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of Inquiry  Yes  
NURS60506: Clinical Diagnostics for 
Advanced Nursing Practice  

 Yes  

NURS60010: Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS 60120 Primary Care I: Adults 
Across the Lifespan 

  Yes  

NURS 61292 Primary Care I Adults 
Across the Lifespan Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS 60160 Primary Care Pediatrics    Yes  
NURS 61692 Primary Care Pediatrics 
Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS 60125 Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurse Role  

  Yes  

NURS 61892 Advanced Practice 
Registerd Nurse Role Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS 60220 Primary Care II:  
Chronically Ill Adults Across the 
Lifespan 

  Yes  

NURS 62292 Primary Care II:  
Chronically Ill Adults Across the 
Lifespan 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS 60325 Primary Care:  Family 
Health & Chronic Illness Across the 
Lifespan 

  Yes  

NURS 63292 Primary Care :  Family 
Health & Chronic Illness Across the 
Lifespan Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS 60006 Intro to Family 
Assessment & Counseling in Nursing 

  Yes  
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Psychiatric Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner (PMNF) 
 

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in 
approved 
program 

Comments 
(as 
needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced Health 
Assessment  

 Yes  

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis for 
Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60441: Pharmacology for 
Advanced Practice Nursing 

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of Inquiry  Yes  
NURS60010: Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology for 
Advanced Practice Nurses 

   Yes  

NURS 60051: Neurobiology and 
Psychopharmacology of Major 
Psychiatric Disorders Across the 
Lifespan 

 Yes  

NURS 60012: Advanced Mental 
Health Assessment and 
Psychopathology Across the Lifespan 

  Yes  

NURS 60151: PMH APN I: 
Individual Psychotherapy Across the 
Lifespan 

  Yes  

NURS 61592: PMH APN I Practicum   Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS60251: PMH APN II (Family 
and Group Psychotherapy across the 
Lifespan) 

   Yes  

NURS 62592: PMH APN II 
Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS 60353: PMH APN III:  
Organization and Community 
Assessment and Consultation 

  Yes  

NURS 63592: PMH APN III 
Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS 60355: Primary Health Care 
Concepts for the PMH APN 

  Yes  

NURS60452: PMH Family Role   Yes  
NURS64592: PMH Family Role 
Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 
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Women's Health Nurse 
Practitioner  

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in 
approved 
program 

Comments 
(as 
needed) 

NURS60015: Advanced Health 
Assessment Across the Lifespan 

 Yes  

NURS60140: Women’s Health Care 
NP I 

 Yes  

NURS61492: Women’s Health Care 
NP Practicum I 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis for 
Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60045: Pathophysiology for 
Advanced Practice Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS60240: Women’s Health Care 
NP II 2 

 Yes  

NURS62492: Women’s Health Care 
NP Practicum II  

 Yes Clinical 
Course 

NURS60441: Pharmacology for 
Advanced Practice Nursing  

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of Inquiry  Yes  
NURS60506: Clinical Diagnostics for 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60340: Women’s Health Care 
NP III 

 Yes  

NURS63492: Women’s Health Care 
NP Practicum III 

 Yes Clinical 
Course 

NURS60440: Women’s Health Care 
NP IV 

 Yes  

NURS64892: Women’s Health Care 
NP Practicum IV 

 Yes Clinical 
Course 

NURS60050: Pharmacology for 
Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner 

 Yes  

NURS60010: Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60540: Women’s Health Care 
NP V 

 Yes  

NURS65892: Women’s Health Care 
NP Practicum V 

 Yes Clinical 
Course 
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Nursing Healthcare 
Management (NHCM) 
 

Online On-ground
(including 
web 
facilitated) 

Blended/
hybrid 

Course currently 
required in 
approved 
program 

Comments 
(as 
needed) 

NURS60101: Theoretical Basis for 
Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

NURS60403: Methods of Inquiry  Yes  
NURS60010: Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

 Yes  

NURS60025: Health Policy and 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 Yes  

N60315 Budgetary and Fiscal 
Management for Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS 60014 Leadership in Nursing 
and Health Care Management 

 Yes  

NURS 60020 Legal and Regulatory 
Management for Nurses 

 Yes  

NURS 60024 Health Care 
Organization Structure and Behavior 

 Yes  

N64202 Nursing & Health Care 
Management I Seminar 

 Yes  

N64292 Nursing & Health Care 
Management I Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

N64002 Program Development and 
Evaluation for Nurse Administrators 

 Yes  

N64302 Nursing & Health Care 
Management II Seminar 

 Yes  

N64392 Nursing & Health Care 
Management II Practicum 

 Yes Clinical 
course 

 
4. FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATION 

 
4.1 Describe the duties of the individual who has major responsibility for the administration 

and coordination of the online or blended/hybrid program. Describe the qualifications 
of this individual for the oversight of a distance education program and provide this 
individual’s CV as an appendix item. 
 
The Associate Dean, Graduate Programs has major responsibility for the MSN program. The 
individual in this position, Dr. Wendy Umberger, is an ex officio member of the College of 
Nursing Graduate Curriculum Committee, the University Graduate Studies Administrative 
Advisory Council, and advises the dean on course scheduling and graduate faculty assignments. 
Dr. Umberger is the chair of the College of Nursing Graduate Faculty Committee. 
Qualifications for this position include tenured faculty member with extensive teaching 
experience in nursing.  
 

4.2 Describe faculty members’ responsibilities to the online or blended/hybrid program. In 
your response, indicate how faculty members’ responsibilities to the online or 
blended/hybrid program affect their responsibilities to the on-ground program, 
including teaching load, advising, research/scholarship, and participation in faculty 
committees/governance. Are additional faculty members going to be hired to 
implement the online or blended/hybrid program? Will these faculty members 
participate in only the online or blended/hybrid program or will they participate in the 
on-ground program as well. 
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Teaching load is determined by the university’s collective bargaining agreement. Tenure-track 
faculty are assigned 24 workload equivalents (1 workload equivalent = 1 credit hour) per 
academic year; non-tenure-track faculty are assigned 30 workload equivalents per academic year. 
Faculty assignments are made to align with individuals’ interests, experience, and expertise. No 
additional faculty will be hired to implement the MSN degree program in an online format. Full-
time faculty who teach in the MSN program will have those instructional responsibilities as part 
of their standard load. Teaching online courses will not be considered as an additional load but 
as part of faculty’s regular workload. Faculty will teach both on-ground and online courses in 
their area of expertise.  
 

4.3 Describe the mechanisms used to ensure that faculty members have the appropriate 
qualifications and support to teach successfully in an online environment. Include in 
your response the pedagogical and technical support provided for the design, production 
and management of online courses, as well as institutional support for all essential 
technology.  
 
On-ground and virtual training sessions regarding online teaching/learning strategies and 
technology are regularly provided to faculty requesting technical assistance. Instructional 
technology and design assistance is provided by the Kent Campus. Support is available in 
various forms: network support staff, instructional/ educational technology coordinators and 
faculty resources. Course staffing is conducted to ensure optimal mixes of experienced and 
technically adept faculty with newer or technology-naïve faculty.  
 
The College of Nursing has a full-time instructional technologist who is prepared to serve as a 
consultant for instructional design. Further, there are university resources available to assist with 
both the substantive and technical needs of the faculty. For example, the Office of Continuing 
and Distance Education and the Educational Technology Services units provide support for the 
design and delivery of online courses. Kent State’s online Help Desk, available 24/7, assists 
faculty and students with technical support to trouble shoot challenges that arise. 
 

4.4 Using the form below, provide the information requested for each member of the 
instructional staff. A faculty member must be identified for each course to be taught 
during the first two years of program delivery. If a faculty member has not yet been 
identified for a course, indicate that as an “open position” and describe the necessary 
qualifications in the matrix (as shown in the example below). A copy of each faculty 
member’s CV must be included as an appendix item. 
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Name of 
instructor 

Rank or 
title 

Full-
time

/ 
part-
time 

Terminal degree 
title, discipline on 

diploma, 
institution, year 

Course instructor 
will 

teach in 
proposed 
program 

Experience teaching 
distance education 

courses/ 
professional development 

in DL 

Number of
courses 

instructor 
will  

teach/year 
(include 

traditional 
and DL) 

Ann Ancona 
 

Lecturer FT MS, Nursing, Akron 
University, 2000 

NURS 60170/ 
61792 Pediatric 
Assessment for 
Advanced Practice 
Nurses & 
Practicum 
 
NURS 60270/  
62792 PNP II & 
Practicum 
 
60370/63792 PNP 
II &Practicum 
 
60372/ 63992 
Care of the 
Chronically Ill 
Child & Practicum 
 
60470/ 64792 
PNP III & 
Practicum 
 
NURS 60601 
Curriculum and 
Instruction in 
Nursing Education 
 
NURS 60605 
Nursing Education 
with Technology 
 
N60604 Nursing 
Health Care 
Clinical Issues in a 
Specialty Area 

Certified nurse educator, 
has taken graduate-level 
coursework on educational 
technologies 
 
Developed a 100% online 
course, NURS 60605 
Nursing Education with 
Technology, with Tina 
Saunders. 
 
Has taught online 
coursework for 4 years 
 

8

Patricia 
Baller 

Associate 
Lecturer 

FT MSN -  Nurse-
Midwife, University 
of Kentucky, 1982 
 

N60015 Advanced
Health Assessment 
 
NURS60220 
Primary Care II 
 
NURS 62292 
Primary Care II 
Practicum 
 
N60320 
Comprehensive 
Primary Care III 
 

Extensive experience with 
graduate program teaching, 
including online. 

8
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N60506 Clinical 
Diagnostics for 
Advanced Nursing 
Practice 
 
N60050 
Pharmacology for 
Women’s Health 
Nurse Practitioner 
 
NURS64892 
Women’s Health 
Care NP 
Practicum IV 
 

Marcy Caplin 
 

Instructor FT MSN, Yale 
University 
 

N60601 Nsg 
Curriculum and 
Instruction 
 
N60602 Roles and 
Evaluation for 
Nursing 
Curriculums in 
Higher Education 
 
N60604 Nursing 
Health Care 
Clinical Issues in a 
Specialty Area 
 
N60592 Nursing 
Education 
Practicum 

Certified Nurse Educator 
 
Teaching online in 
RN/BSN program since 
2001 
 
Mentor to faculty new to 
teaching online 
 
Served on University on 
University Council on 
Technology 

5

Chen, Yea-
Jyh 

Assistant 
Professor 

FT PhD,  Case Western 
Reserve University 
2005 

N60403 Methods 
of Inquiry 
 
N60101 
Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing 
Practice 

Two years of experience 
teaching online synchronous 
and asynchronous courses 
as well as classroom face-to-
face instruction; attended 
workshops/symposium 
about online teaching, 
learning and Quality Matters 
training for course design  
 

3

Jo Dowell Assistant 
Professor 

FT PhD, University of 
North Carolina; 
post-doctoral 
fellowships, Duke 
University; the 
Ohio State 
University 

60025 Health 
Policy for 
Advanced Nursing 
Practice 

Two years’ experience with 
online teaching at University 
of North Carolina 
 

2

Barbara 
Drew 
 

Associate 
Professor 

FT PhD Nursing
Case Western 
Reserve University 

NURS 60012 
Advanced Mental 
Health Assessment 
& 
Psychopathology 
Across the 
Lifespan 
 
NURS 60353 
PMH APN III: 

14 years’ experience with 
synchronous and 
asynchronous on-line 
teaching; completed Quality 
Matters course in 2011. 

4
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Organization & 
Community 
Assessment & 
Consultation 
 
NURS 60006 
Introduction to 
Family Assessment 
and Counseling in 
Nursing 
 
NURS64592: 
PMH Family Role 
Practicum

Lisa 
Echeverry 

Lecturer FT DNP, Rush 
University, 
December, 2013 

N60506 Clinical 
Diagnostics for the 
Advanced Practice 
Nurse 
 
N60015 Advanced 
Health Assessment
   
N60120/61292 
Primary Care 
I/Practicum 
   
N60220/62292 
Primary Care 
II/Practicum  
 
N60220 Primary 
Care II 
  
N60320/63692 
Comprehensive 
Primary Care 
III/Practicum  
 
N60092 Summer 
Practicum 

Six years of teaching 
experience; led faculty team 
in converting on-ground 
courses in MSN program to 
online  

7

Joseph D. 
Fisher 
 

Assistant 
Lecturer 

FT MSN, Family Nurse 
Practitioner, Kent 
State University, 
1999 

NURS60025 
Health Policy for 
Advanced Nursing 
Practice 
 
NURS60441Phar
macology for 
Advanced Practice 
Nurses 
 
NURS60325/6329
2 Primary Care 
Family & 
Practicum 
 
NURS 60045 
Pathophysiology 
for APN 
 

Four years’ experience 
teaching in class and on line 
courses 

5
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NURS 62292 
Primary Care II 
Practicum 
 

Tracy 
Gidden 

Associate 
Lecturer 

FT MSN, Parent Child 
Nursing, Kent State 
University, 1996 

N60170 Pediatric 
Assessment for 
APN 
 
N61792 Pediatric 
Assessment for 
APN Practicum 

Certified Nurse Educator 
Two years’ experience in 
online teaching. Online task 
force, KSU 
Second author of article on 
online class size. 

2

Dana  
Hansen 

Assistant 
Professor 

FT PhD, Case Western 
Reserve University, 
2013 

N60101 
Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing 
Practice 

2 years of teaching 
experience with online 
courses;  received KSU 
teaching grant to develop 
online course (NURS 
60101) according to Quality 
Matters criteria 

3

Shellie Hawk Instructor PT MSN, Certificate in 
Nurse-Midwifery, 
CWRU, 1985 

60140/ 61492 
Women's 
Healthcare Nurse 
Practitioner I & 
Practicum 
 
NURS62492: 
Women’s Health 
Care NP 
Practicum II 
 
60440 WHNP IV 
 
NURS65892: 
Women’s Health 
Care NP 
Practicum V 

7 years teaching experience 
with online courses 

4

Jeremy 
Jarzembak 

Associate 
Lecturer 

FT MA, Exercise
Physiology 

NURS 60010 
Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

PhD courses in nursing 
informatics 
Presentations and 
participation in nursing 
educational technology 
conferences 

5

Kellie 
Jarzembak 
 

Lecturer FT MSN, ACNP N60015 Advanced 
Health Assessment 
 
N60130 Adult 
Gerontology 
Acute Care Nurse 
Practitioner Role 
 
N60230, 60330,  
Adult Gerontology 
Acute Care Nurse 
Practitioner I & 2 
 
N61392, 62392 
Adult Gerontology 
Acute Care 
Practitioner Role 
Practicum 1 & 2 
 

New hire as non-tenure-
track faculty Fall 2015; 
assigned to teach sections of 
courses with experienced 
faculty to mentor 

7
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NURS63392 Adult 
Gerontology 
ACNP II 
Practicum 

Regina 
Kanhart 

Instructor PT MSN, Kent State 
University, 2008 

NURS 60355: 
Primary Health 
Care Concepts for 
the PMH APN 

Has taught on ground for 
CON for 3 years 

1

Beth 
Kenney-
Murphy 

Instructor PT MSN, Kent State 
University, 1994 

NURS 63592 
Psychiatric Mental 
Health Advanced 
Practice Nurse III 
Practicum 
 
NURS60452: 
PMH Family Role 
 
NURS 61592: 
PMH APN I 
Practicum 

Has taught on-ground PMH 
MSN courses for 3 years 

3

Louise Knox Assistant 
Professor 

FT DNP, Case Western 
Reserve University, 
2010 

N60015 Advanced 
Assessment, 
N61692 Pediatric 
Primary Care 
Practicum, 62292 
APRN N60352 & 
63292, Primary 
Care III 
 
NURS 60325 
Primary Care:  
Family Health & 
Chronic Illness 
Across the 
Lifespan 

3 years’ experience in online 
teaching.  Completed a 4-
week professional 
development course 
"Maximizing Success in the 
Online Classroom" summer 
2015. 

5

Lory Lewis 
 

Assistant 
Professor 

FT PhD, Nursing KSU 
2014 
 

NURS60010: 
Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 
 
NURS60045: 
Pathophysiology 
for Advanced 
Practice Nurses 

New hire as tenure-track 
faculty Fall 2015; assigned 
to teach sections of courses 
with experienced faculty to 
mentor. Has completed 
Quality Matters/online 
teaching workshops at KSU
 

2

Edward 
McAllen 

Instructor PT MBA, Case Western 
Reserve University, 
1987 

NURS 60010 
Advanced Nursing 
Informatics 

Has taught online courses 
for KSU since 2013; 
developed and taught an 
online course for Ashland 
University in 2015 

1

Denise 
Pacholski 

Lecturer FT University of Akron 
MSN Nursing 
Adult Health  
CNP 2000 

N60506 Clinical 
Diagnostics 
 
N60015 Advanced 
Health Assessment 
 
Primary Care I, II, 
and III (N60120, 
N60220, N60320) 
and the 
corresponding 
practicums(N6129

Six years of teaching and 
development of the online 
course Clinical Diagnostics 

7
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2, N62292, 
N63692) 
 
NP Role and 
Practicum in 
summer (N60125 
and N61892) 

Cyndi Roller Associate 
Professor 

FT PhD, Case Western 
Reserve University, 
2000 

NURS 60540
/65892 
Women’s Health 
Care Nurse 
Practitioner V and 
Practicum 
 
NURS 60440 / 
64892 Women’s 
Health Care Nurse 
Practitioner IV 
and Practicum 
 
NURS 60240 
Women’s Health 
Care Nurse 
Practitioner II 
 
NURS60340 / 
63492 Women’s 
Health Care NP 
III & Practicum 

10 years’ experience 
teaching online courses. 
 

5

Tina 
Saunders 
 

Senior 
Lecturer 

FT MSN Kent State 
University  

NURS60602 
Roles and 
Evaluation for 
Nursing Education 
Curricula 
 
NURS60601  
Curriculum and 
Instruction in 
Nursing Education 
 
NURS60592  
Nursing Education 
Practicum 
 
NURS60604  
Nursing Health 
Care Clinical 
Issues in a 
Specialty Area 
 
NURS60015 
Advanced Health 
Assessment 
  
NURS 60605 
Nursing Education 
with Technology 
 
NURS 60310 
Adult Gerontology 

7 years’ experience; 
Certified Nurse Educator; 
Completed Applying the 
Quality Matters certificate 
course 

7
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Clinical Nurse 
Specialist III 

Denice 
Sheehan 
 

Associate 
Professor 

FT PhD, Nursing, 
University of 
Akron, 2007  

N60101 
Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing 
Practice 

Seven years’ experience 
teaching online courses; 
attended presentations 
about teaching on 
Blackboard at KSU; 
received KSU teaching 
grant to develop online 
course (NURS 60101) 
according to Quality 
Matters criteria 

2

Yvonne 
Smith 
 

Assistant 
professor 

FT PhD, education, 
Kent State 
University 

N60025 Health 
Policy and 
Advanced Nursing 
Practice  
 
N64002 Program 
Development and 
Evaluation for 
Nurse 
Administrators 
 
NURS 60024 
Health Care 
Organization 
Structure and 
Behavior 
 
N64202 Nursing 
& Health Care 
Management I 
Seminar 
 
N64292 Nursing 
& Health Care 
Management I 
Practicum 
 
NURS63192: 
Adult Gerontology 
CNS III Practicum

Experience with 
synchronous and 
asynchronous distance 
technology since 1999. 
 Has both attended and 
conducted professional 
development sessions on 
effective teaching using DL 
technologies and methods. 

6

Pamela 
Stephenson 

Assistant 
professor 

FT PhD, nursing, Kent 
State University, 
2011 

NURS60025 
Health Policy for 
Advanced Nursing 
Practice 
 
N60101 
Theoretical Basis 
for Nursing 
Practice 

Has taught three online 
courses in past and been a 
guest lecturer for courses; 
received KSU teaching 
grant to develop online 
course (NURS 60101) 
according to Quality 
Matters criteria 

3

Connie Tezie Instructor PT DNP, Case Western 
Reserve University, 
2010 

NURS 60160 
Primary Care 
Pediatrics 
 
NURS 61692 
Primary Care 
Pediatrics 
Practicum 

Developed KSU DNP 
100% online curriculum & 
taught 3 DNP courses 

Professional Development 
for online CE: OCDE 1001 
Maximizing Success in the 
Online Classroom 2014; 
Interprofessional Lifestyle 

2
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Medicine Task Force 2014; 
KSU-CoN: Driving the 
Future '14: Meeting the 
Expectations of Tomorrow 
with the Educational Tools 
of Today; AACN:  
Motivational Teaching 
Strategies: Enhancing 
Student Learning 

Kimberley 
Thomas 

Lecturer FT MSN, CWRU 2001
JD, Marshall 
College of Law, 
Cleveland State 
University 

N64302 Nursing 
& Health Care 
Management II 
Seminar 
 
N64392 Nursing 
& Health Care 
Management II 
Practicum 
 
NURS 60020 
Legal and 
Regulatory 
Management for 
Nurses 
 
NURS 60014 
Leadership in 
Nursing and 
Health Care 
Management 
 
N60315 Budgetary 
and Fiscal 
Management for 
Nurses 

2 years’ experience online 
teaching at KSU 

5

James 
Tudhope 

Instructor PT MSN, KSU 2013 NURS 60251 
Psychiatric Mental 
Health APN Adult 
II 
 
NURS 62592 
PMH APN II 
Practicum 
 
NURS 63592 
Psychiatric Mental 
Health Advanced 
Practice Nurse III 
Practicum 
 
NURS 60151 
Psychiatric Mental 
Health Advanced 
Practice Nurse I: 
Individual 
Psychotherapy 
 
NURS60452: 
PMH Family Role

New in faculty role 2015-16 5
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APPENDICES 
 

AppendixDescription 
A  CV of Program Administrator, Associate Dean Wendy Umberger
B CVs of Faculty Teaching in Program 
C Syllabi of Courses to Be Taught 
 
 
 

 
 

Patricia 
Vermeersch 
 

Associate 
Professor 

FT 
 

PhD, Clinical 
Nursing Research, 
Case Western 
Reserve University, 
1986 

NURS 60045 
Pathophysiology 
for APN 
 
NURS 60403 
Methods of 
Inquiry 
 
NURS60015 
Advanced Health 
Assessment 
 
NURS 62292 
Primary Care II 
Practicum 
 
NURS 61592: 
PMH APN I 
Practicum 
 

Over 15 years’ experience 
teaching online courses; 
completed first Quality 
Matters training at another 
university, taken Faculty 
Development courses at 
Kent State since hire. 

5

Sandra 
Wagner 

Instructor PT MSN, Kent State 
University, 2009 

NURS60015 
Advanced Health 
Assessment 
 

Currently teaching online 
course with mentorship 
from experienced faculty 

1

Sheila 
Webster 

Lecturer 
Emeritus, 
instructor 

PT MA, Psychiatric 
Mental Health 
Nursing, NYU, 
1972 

NURS 60051 
Neurobiology and 
Psychopharmacolo
gy of Major 
Psychiatric 
Disorders Across 
the Lifespan 

3 years experience teaching 
online courses at KSU 

1

Cindy Wilk 
 

Lecturer FT MSN, Kent State 
University 2000 

N60110 CNSI 
N61192 CNSI 
Practicum 
N60210 CNS2 
N62192 CNS2 
Practicum 
N60310 CNS3 
N63192 CNS3 
Practicum 

Certified Nurse Educator 
6 years of experience 
teaching online courses as 
well as classroom 
instruction. 

4

Dawn Zwick Assistant 
Lecturer 

FT MSN, Kent State 
University, 2002 

NURS60015 
Advanced Health 
Assessment 
 

Completion of online 
teaching seminars at KSU; 5 
years experience teaching 
online 

4
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Kent State verifies that the information in this request is truthful and accurate.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
signed after EPC 
 
Todd A. Diacon 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
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