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CHANGE REQUEST: 

NAME AND CURRICULUM MODIFICATION 
 
 

Date of submission:    date after Board of Trustees approves 
 
Name of institution:    Kent State University 
 
Previously approved titles:   Crafts major, Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 

(Concentrations: Glass, Ceramics, Textile Arts, Jewelry and Metals) 

Fine Arts major, Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
(Concentrations: Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Printmaking) 

 
Proposed new title:     Studio Arts major, Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 

(Concentrations: Glass; Textiles; Painting; Drawing; Ceramics; Sculpture; 
Print Media and Photography; and Jewelry, Metals and Enameling) 

     
Proposed implementation date of the request: Fall 2016 
 
Date that the request received final approval from the appropriate institutional committee: 

date to come (Kent State University Board of Trustees) 
 
Primary institutional contact for the request 

Name:  Therese E. Tillett 
Title: Executive Director of Curriculum Services,  

Office of the Provost 
Phone:  330-672-8558 
E-mail: ttillet1@kent.edu 

 
Educator Preparation Programs: 

Leads to licensure: No 
Leads to endorsement: No 

 
Explain the rationale for name and curricular changes. 
 
Kent State University faculty of the School of Art, College of the Arts, propose to consolidate two 
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree programs—Crafts and Fine Arts—into a single BFA degree 
program with the major name of Studio Arts. This action does not represent a change of degree 
designation or creation of a new degree program. Rather, it is a streamlining and simplification in 
accordance with developments in the academic field over the past decades. 
 
This proposal complements a separate proposal (going for approval at the same time) to revise the 
school’s Bachelor of Arts degree in Crafts or Fine Arts by eliminating the two concentrations, Crafts 
and Fine Arts, and renaming the major to Studio Arts.
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Consolidation of the two majors within the BFA degree eliminates the cumbersome and arbitrary 
separation of studies—one devoted to “fine” arts and the other to “crafts”—distinctions that have 
been disappearing for some time in the visual arts practices. With one degree program, 
undergraduate students will have greater choice to explore multiple opportunities in a range of 
media and materials. Consolidation will also remove nearly duplicative curriculum and bring the 
program into alignment with the suggested guidelines for BFA degree programs from the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design, which accredits Kent State’s art programs. 
 
Curriculum for the Crafts and Fine Arts majors have been re-distributed and generally reduced in 
the proposed Studio Arts major; in addition, their prerequisites have been simplified. These changes 
will make it easier for students to progress to degree completion in the Studio Arts major even if 
they have changed their minds about a declared concentration. 
 
The historic development of two different undergraduate art programs at Kent State University 
emerged with the introduction of a bachelor’s degree in design and crafts in 1950. The BFA degree 
in Crafts was established in 1965, and the BFA degree in Fine Arts followed in 1967 (previously 
titled Studio Art until 1994). The distinction between crafts and fine arts areas was due largely to 
personnel in the school at the time. Over the last several decades, these differences have slowly 
disappeared as the traditional craft media have identified common threads with fine art practice and 
vice versa. 
 
Consolidation and major name change will align Kent State with similar programs at other state 
universities, alleviating confusion about what the university offers in this field. Miami University, 
Ohio State University and Bowling Green State University all offer a BFA degree in Studio Art with 
comparable and diverse concentrations. 
 
Describe how the name and curricular changes will affect students in the current program. 
 
These changes will have little effect on current students, as most existing course offerings will 
continue to be scheduled in their appropriate sequence or reasonable substitutions will be offered. 
The foundations sequence of courses along with a newly created mid-degree portfolio review will 
work to reinforce professional standards and provide faculty insight to students’ intent on timely 
matriculation and academic excellence. 
 
In fall 2015 (15th day census), 53 students were enrolled in the Crafts major, and 112 students in the 
Fine Arts major. 
 
Describe any faculty, administrative or support service changes occurring along with the 
name and curriculum changes. 
 
Since only the structure of the two programs is changing, Kent State’s School of Art anticipates no 
changes to faculty, administrative or support services, with the exception of the elimination of one 
of the two program coordinator positions. While the position will be eliminated, the faculty member 
holding the position will now have the opportunity for increased research and/or teaching within 
the school. The proposed consolidation will result in increased advising support for students to help 
them promote their ability to experience a broader range of media. 
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Provide evidence that the appropriate accreditation agencies been informed of the proposed 
change (if applicable). 
 
The National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD), provides for a variety of 
organizational structures for professional degree programs. The School of Art is preparing for 
NASAD re-accrediting, and the change in degree programs is part of the determining self-study. 
NASD requires that a plan approval be submitted after institutional approval is obtained; application 
for plan approval will be submitted as part of the school’s self-study in January 2016. 
 
Describe how the effectiveness of the new curriculum will be monitored over time. 
 
The effectiveness of the program will be measured through annual review of recruitment and 
matriculation along with student course evaluations. University advisors and faculty will have regular 
semester meetings to review student enrollment numbers and identify issues related to the merger of 
the two programs into one. The School of Art will continue to track graduation rates and anticipate 
that the four- and six-year graduation rate will increase due to the flexibility of this new program. 
 
The proposed BFA degree in Studio Arts will have the following learning outcomes: 

 Students demonstrate the ability (skill) to work within their chosen medium/media that 
involves an understanding of associated materials and processes as presented during the 
common review and in the body of work presented for their thesis. 

 Students demonstrate an understanding of larger contemporary and historical contexts. 

 Students demonstrate a high degree of design and visual literacy in their work, and present that 
work coherently through a digital portfolio and the organization of their final degree exhibition. 

 Students articulate their individual vision in both written and oral form (written reflection 
during common review, thesis statement and oral defense before faculty panel). 

 
Faculty will assess these outcomes during the common review in the students’ second year in the 
program and in the culminating project/exhibition in their final year. 
 
Submit a comparison of the currently authorized curriculum and the proposed curriculum. 
 
See Appendix at the end of this document. 

 
 
 
Kent State University verifies that the information in this request is truthful and accurate.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Todd A. Diacon, PhD 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
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APPENDIX 
BFA FINE ARTS 
Previously Approved Curriculum 

Cr. 
Hrs 

 
BFA CRAFTS 
Previously Approved Curriculum 

Cr. 
Hrs  

BFA STUDIO ARTS 
Proposed Curriculum 

Cr. 
Hrs NOTES 

Major Requirements 76  Major Requirements 67  Major Requirements 58  
ART 14022 2D Composition 3  ART 14022 2D Composition 3  ART 14022 2D Composition 3 No change 

ART 14023 3D Composition 3  ART 14023 3D Composition 3  ART 14023 3D Composition 3 No change 

ART 20024 Digital Media 3  ART 20024 Digital Media 3  ART 20024 Digital Media 3 No change 

ART 40008 Professional Practices 
in the Visual Arts 3  ART 40008 Professional Practices 

in the Visual Arts 3  ART 40008 Professional Practices 
in the Visual Arts 3 No change 

ARTF 14000 Drawing I 3  ARTF 14000 Drawing I 3  ARTF 14000 Drawing I 3 No change 

ARTF 14001 Drawing II 3  ARTF 14001 Drawing II 3  ARTF 14001 Drawing II 3 No change 

   ARTC 25300 Textile Arts: Pattern 3  Select four courses: 
ARTC 25300 Textile Arts: Pattern 
ARTC 25400 Ceramics I 
ARTC 25600 Introduction to Glass 
Working 
ARTC 25700 Introduction to 
Jewelry/Metals 
ARTF 14055 Sculpture I 
ARTF 14060 Painting I 
ARTF 24001 Drawing III 
ARTF 24010 Introduction to Fine 
Arts Photography 
ARTF 24040 Printmaking I 

12 

Requirements 
from the two 
majors are now 
 a choose-from 
elective list in the 
proposed major 

   ARTC 25400 Ceramics I 3  

   ARTC 25600 Introduction to Glass  
Work 

3  

    

   ARTC 25700 Introduction to 
Jewelry Metals I 3  

    

ARTF 14055 Sculpture I 3  ARTF 14055 Sculpture I 3  

ARTF 14060 Painting I 3  ARTF 14060 Painting I 3  

ARTF 24001 Drawing III 3     

ARTF 24010 Introduction to 
Fine Arts Photography 3     

    

ARTF 24040 Printmaking I 3     

ARTF 24055 Sculpture II 3  
Select one course: 
ARTF 24001 Drawing III 
ARTF 24055 Sculpture II 

 
 
 

   
24001 is now 
elective; 24055 not 
required in core 

ARTF 24060 Painting II 3       Not required 
ARTF 34001 Drawing IV 3       Not required 
Select one course: 
ARTF 34040 Printmaking: 
Intermediate Intaglio 
ARTF 34041 Serigraphy I 
ARTF 34042 Lithography I 

3       Not required 

ARTF 24005 Sophomore Review: 
Fine Arts 1       Not required 

      ART 30001 Common Review 1 New course 

ARTF Upper- Division Elective 
(including KBA 44080 Studio 
Experience in Fine Arts) 

15  
ARTC Upper-Division Elective 
(including KBA 44080/45080 Studio 
Experience in Fine Arts/Crafts) 

12  
ARTC/ARTF Upper-Division Elect 
(including KBA 44080/45080 Studio 
Experience in Fine Arts/Crafts) 

12 Combination from 
two majors 

   ARTC 45098 Senior Thesis 
Research and Proposal 1    Not required 

ARTF 44099 Senior Project: Fine 
Arts 3  ARTC 45099 Senior Thesis 

Exhibition 3  

Select one course: 
ARTC 45099 Senior Thesis 
Exhibition 
ARTF 44099 Senior Project: Fine 
Arts 

3 Combination from 
two majors 

ARTH 22006 Art History I: 
Ancient/Medieval 3  ARTH 22006 Art History I: 

Ancient/Medieval 3  ARTH 22006 Art History I: 
Ancient/Medieval 3 No change 

ARTH 22007 Art History II: 
Renaissance to Modern Art 3  ARTH 22007 Art History II: 

Renaissance to Modern Art 3  ARTH 22007 Art History II: 
Renaissance to Modern Art 3 No change 

ARTH 32066 Late Modern Art 3  ARTH 32066 Late Modern Art 3  ARTH 32066 Late Modern Art 3 No change 
ARTH Upper- Division Elective 3  ARTH Upper- Division Elective 3  ARTH Upper- Division Elective 3 No change 
Concentration Requirements 12-18  Concentration Requirements 15  Concentration Requirements 24 Revised 

Drawing (12) 
Painting (12) 
Printmaking (12) 
Sculpture (12) 
Interdisciplinary – choose 
combination of two above (18) 

  

Ceramics (15) 
Glass (15) 
Jewelry and Metals (15) 
Textile Arts (15) 

  

Ceramics (24) 
Drawing (24) 
Glass (24) 
Jewelry, Metals, Enameling (24) 
Painting (24) 
Print Media and Photography (24) 
Sculpture (24) 
Textiles (24) 

 

Incorporates 
concentrations 
from both majors; 
“Printmaking” is 
renamed “Print 
Media and 
Photography” 

Additional Requirements 32  Additional Requirements 38  Additional Requirements 37  

US 10097 Destination Kent State: 
First Year Experience 1  US 10097 Destination Kent State: 

First Year Experience 1  US 10097 Destination Kent State: 
First Year Experience 1 No change 

Kent Core Composition 6  Kent Core Composition 6  Kent Core Composition 6 No change 
Kent Core Humanities 3  Kent Core Humanities 3  Kent Core Humanities 3 No change 
Kent Core Mathematics 3  Kent Core Mathematics 3  Kent Core Mathematics 3 No change 
Kent Core Social Sciences 6  Kent Core Social Sciences 6  Kent Core Social Sciences 6 No change 
Kent Core Basic Sciences 6  Kent Core Basic Sciences 6  Kent Core Basic Sciences 6 No change 
Kent Core Additional 6  Kent Core Additional 6  Kent Core Additional 6 No change 
General Elective 1  General Electives 7  General Electives 7 Revised 
Minimum Total 120  Minimum Total 120  Minimum Total 120  
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