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CHANGE REQUEST: 

NAME AND CURRICULUM MODIFICATION 
 
 

Date of submission:  to come 

Name of institution:  Kent State University 

Previously approved title:  Photo-Illustration major within the Bachelor of Science degree 

Proposed new title:  Photo-Illustration major within the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 

Proposed implementation date of the request:  Fall 2016 

Date that the request received final approval from the appropriate institutional committee:   
[date to come] (Kent State University Board of Trustees) 

Primary institutional contact for the request 
Name: Therese E. Tillett 
Title: Executive Director of Curriculum Services, Office of the Provost 
Phone: 330-672-8558 
E-mail: ttillet1@kent.edu 

Educator Preparation Program Leads to Licensure/Endorsement:  No 

Explain the rationale for name and curricular changes. 

Graduates of Kent State’s Photo-Illustration major are awarded with a Bachelor of Science (BS) 
degree. Faculty in the School of Visual and Communication Design, College of Communication and 
Information, which administers the degree program, propose changing the degree to a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts (BFA) degree for the following reasons: 

 The BFA degree is the standard degree awarded to students in the discipline of photographic 
arts. A change from a BS to a BFA degree will allow Kent State graduates to become more 
competitive in the commercial workplace, as well as more accessibility to graduate studies for 
those who want to pursue the terminal Master of Fine Arts degree. 

 A BFA degree better aligns with the mission of the school, which offers BA, BFA, MA and MFA 
degrees. This is only BS degree offered by the school. All the school’s programs go through the 
same accreditation process by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design. 

 The BS degree is a hold-over from when the Photo-Illustration major was administered,  
pre-2002, by a different school at the university, a school that offers only BS degrees at the 
undergraduate level.  

 A BFA degree in Photo-Illustration has the potential to increase recruitment and retention 
efforts. A BFA is the preferred degree in academia and the workplace in this field. 
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In addition to changing to the degree designation, the faculty propose the following curricular 
modifications: 

 Reduction of overall credit hours, from the current 126 to 120. The revision eliminates 6 
credit hours while increasing the number of major-specific courses. 

 Revision and condensing of required courses to enable development of four new VCD 
courses and add four existing VCD and two existing entrepreneurship courses to the 
program (the latter offered by the College of Business Administration). These changes will 
better prepare the students to gain meaningful employment.     

 The condensing of the program will aid the faculty during the review process. Students will 
take more photography courses during their foundation years. This will provide the faculty 
with a better assessment of predicted student success. It will also lessen student time to 
degree completion if the student review is unsuccessful.   

 In addition to adding more courses, seven existing courses will have a course number 
change. These new course numbers reflect the course’s location in the program’s semester 
sequencing (aka “roadmap”).  For example, the course Color Photography is numbered 
48005. This course will be offered in the sophomore year in the proposed BFA program 
plan, and the course number will be changed to 28005. These course number changes will 
eliminate any confusion regarding program sequencing for the students. 

 As a result of the restructuring of the program semester sequencing and course number 
changes, many of the course prerequisites have changed to reflect the updated program. 

 The BFA curriculum revision removes four cross-listed courses between the School of 
Visual Communication and Design and the School of Journalism and Mass Communication. 
The decision to remove the cross-listed courses was based on the other no longer offering 
their courses. The school was consulted and agreed with the decision to remove these cross-
listed courses (approved May 15, 2015, JMC Faculty Advisory Committee).  

Describe how the name and curricular changes will affect students in the current program. 

The program changes will not affect current students. Students in the Photo-Illustration major in 
catalogs prior to fall 2016 will still be able to take the courses required for their particular catalogs.  
Some of these courses will have course number and prerequisite changes; however, the advising staff 
will be notified of the necessary override steps to complete the students’ registration of courses. No 
matter the course number change, the previous iteration of the course is equated to proposed 
course, and will be programmed as such in the degree audit system to not affect current students’ 
degree progress. 

Describe any faculty, administrative or support service changes occurring along with the 
name and curriculum changes. 

The program changes will not have a negative effect on the faculty, administrative or support 
services. The Photo-Illustration program comprise two full-time faculty members and several 
adjunct faculty members. Careful consideration was given to the course sequencing that would allow 
the offering of courses without necessity to hire additional full-time or adjunct faculty.   

Enrollment is expected to increase slowly with this new curriculum, and resource assessments in the 
future will determine whether more faculty are needed. 
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Provide evidence that the appropriate accreditation agencies been informed of the proposed 
change (if applicable). 

In 2013, the Photo-Illustration major went through accreditation review by the National Association 
of Schools of Art and Design, and will be reviewed again in 2016. It has been communicated to the 
accreditor that the school will be revising the degree and curriculum to align with a BFA. 

Describe how the effectiveness of the new curriculum will be monitored over time. 

As required by National Association of Schools of Art and Design, the programs within the School 
of Visual Communication Design are reviewed on a cycle. In addition, Kent State does a program 
review for every school/department every seven years.  

Faculty for the program will review the quality of the student work during the sophomore portfolio 
review (VCD 20096). Students who do not meet the quality standards set by the school are provided 
academic advice for additional coursework so they can resubmit their portfolios at a later date.  
VCD 20096 also allows faculty to gauge the quality of classroom instruction, determine if the course 
objectives are being met, evaluate the appropriateness of the course sequencing and identify any 
additional problematic areas. 

Submit a comparison of the currently authorized curriculum and the proposed curriculum. 

Previously Authorized Curriculum Cr Hrs Proposed Curriculum Cr Hrs Notes 

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 62 MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 65 Revised 
VCD 13000 Introduction to Visual 
Communication Design 

3 
VCD 13000 Introduction to Visual 
Communication Design 

3 No change 

VCD 13001 Introduction to Visual 
Communication Design Studio 

3 
VCD 13001 Introduction to Visual 
Communication Design Studio 

3 No change 

VCD 20000 Basic Computer – Graphic 
Design and Illustration 

3   Removed 

VCD 20003 Intermediate Computer – 
Graphic Design/Illustration 

3   Removed 

VCD 20010 Intro to Design Research 3   Removed 

VCD 20096 Photo Illustration 
Sophomore Portfolio Review 

1 
VCD 20096 Photo Illustration 
Sophomore Portfolio Review 

1 No change 

VCD 23001 Introduction to Typography 3 VCD 23001 Introduction to Typography 3 No change 

VCD 28000 Photography 3 VCD 18000 Photography 3 Revised 

VCD 28002 Photography II 3 VCD 18002 Photography II 3 Revised 

VCD 38003 Photo Technology 3 VCD 28003 Photo Technology 3 Revised 

VCD 38004 Advanced Photography 3 VCD 28001 Advanced Photography 3 Revised 

VCD 30008 Junior Portfolio Review – 
Photo Illustration 

1   Removed 

VCD 34006 Motion Design 3 VCD 34006 Motion Design 3 No change 

VCD 38001 Photographics 3 VCD 38001 Photographics 3 No change 

VCD 38009 Internship Seminar – 
Photo Illustration 

1 
VCD 38009 Internship Seminar – 
Photo Illustration 

2 Revised 

VCD 40095 Special Topics: Graphic 
Design/ Illustration or VCD 43001 
Interaction Design: Communities and 
Culture or VCD 43002 Typographic/ 
Photographic Graphic Design 

3   Removed 

VCD 40025 Professional Portfolio 2 
VCD 48003 Professional Portfolio – 
Photo Illustration 

2 Revised 

VCD 40192 Internship II – Graphic 
Design/Illustration 

3 
VCD 40192 Internship II – Graphic 
Design/Illustration/Photo-Illustration 

3 Revised 
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Previously Authorized Curriculum Cr Hrs Proposed Curriculum Cr Hrs Notes 

VCD 43004 Issues for Graphic Design 
Businesses 

3   Removed 

VCD 45000 Graphic Design Perspectives 3 VCD 45000 Graphic Design Perspectives 3 No change 

VCD 48005 Color Photography 3 VCD 28005 Color Photography 3 No change 

VCD 48007 Photo Illustration Techn 3 VCD 38007 Photo Illustration Tech 3 Revised 

VCD 49119 Senior Capstone 3   Removed 

  VCD 28004 Photographic Perspective 3 New 

  VCD 28007 Advanced Digital Imaging 3 New 

  
VCD 37000 Visual Design Media:  
Advanced 

3 New 

  VCD 38011 Editorial Photography 3 New 

  VCD 48001 Photographic Project 3 New 

  
VCD 48002 Advanced Photographic 
Project 

3 New 

  VCD 48009 Fashion Photography 3 New 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 64 ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 55 Revised 
ARTH 22006 Art History: Ancient and 
Medieval Art (Kent Core Fine Arts) 

3 
ARTH 22006 Art History: Ancient and 
Medieval Art (Kent Core Fine Arts) 

3 No change 

ARTH 22007 Art History: Renaissance 
to Modern Art (Kent Core Fine Arts) 

3 
ARTH 22007 Art History: Renaissance 
to Modern Art (Kent Core Fine Arts) 

3 No change 

ARTH Upper Division Course 3 ARTH Upper Division Course 3 No change 

COMM 15000 Introduction to Human 
Communication (Kent Core Additional) 

3 
COMM 15000 Introduction to Human 
Communication (Kent Core Additional) 

3 No change 

  ENTR 27056 Intro to Entrepreneurship 3 New 

  Entrepreneurship (ENTR) Elective 3 New 

FIN 26074 Legal Environment of 
Business or CRIM 26704 Issues in Law 
and Society or PHIL 21001 Intro to 
Ethics or VCD 34004 Visual Ethics 

3 VCD 34004 Visual Ethics 3 Replaced 

JMC 20001 Media, Power and Culture 
(Kent Core Social Sciences) 

3 
JMC 20001 Media, Power and Culture 
(Kent Core Social Sciences) 

3 No change 

JMC 22004 Visual Storytelling 3   Removed 

LIS 30010 Information Fluency in the 
Workplace and Beyond 

3 
LIS 30010 Information Fluency in the 
Workplace and Beyond 

3 No change 

US 10097 Destination Kent State: FYE 1 US 10097 Destination Kent State: FYE 1 No change 

Kent Core Composition 6 Kent Core Composition 6 No change 

Kent Core Mathematics 3 Kent Core Mathematics  3 No change 
Kent Core Humanities  3 Kent Core Humanities  3 No change 
Kent Core Social Sciences 3 Kent Core Social Sciences 3 No change 
Kent Core Basic Sciences 6-7 Kent Core Basic Sciences 6-7 No change 
Kent Core Additional  3 Kent Core Additional  3 No change 
General Electives 15 General Electives 3 Revised 

TOTAL 126 TOTAL 120 Revised 

 
Kent State University verifies that the information in this request is truthful and accurate.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Todd A. Diacon 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
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TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION 

Kent State University  

TO:  Therese E. Tillett, Director of Curriculum Services  

FROM:  LuEtt Hanson, Associate Dean  

SUBJECT:  Curriculum Proposal 

DATE:  September 25, 2015 

 

I am forwarding to you for inclusion on the next EPC agenda supporting materials for 
the following program proposal: 

VCD – Revise BS-PHOI to BFA-PHOI and revise program curriculum, including 5 new 
courses and 11 course revisions. 

New courses: VCD 28007, 38011, 48001, 48002, 48003 

Revised courses: VCD 20096, 28000, 28002, 38001, 38003, 38004, 38009, 40192, 
48005, 48007, 48009 

 

This proposal was approved by the CCI College Curriculum Committee on September 
23, 2015. 
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Proposal Summary 
Revise the curriculum and change the VCD B.S. Photo-Illustration program to a B.F.A 

Photo-Illustration Program 
 
 

Description of Action, Including Intended Effect 
 
 

 The Bachelor of Fine Arts degree is the standard degree awarded to students 
in the discipline of photographic arts.  A change from a Bachelor of Science 
degree to a B.F.A. degree will make our students more competitive in the 
commercial workplace. 

 A change to a B.F.A. degree will make graduate school more accessible to our 
students who want to complete a terminal Master of Fine Arts degree. 

 The change to a B.F.A. degree will better align with the mission of offering a 
top quality education within the School of Visual Communication Design.  
Currently we offer a B.F.A degree for design and illustration students, but a 
B.S. in Photo-Illustration.  All three disciplines go through the same NASAD 
accreditation process. 

 The B.F.A curriculum revision will ensure our students can complete their 
major requirements in a timely fashion.  The B.S. Photo-Illustration program 
is 126 credit hours.  The proposed B.F.A. program is 120 credit hours.  This 
B.F.A. program eliminates six credit hours while increasing the number of 
Photo-Illustration specific courses. 

 The B.F.A. Photo-Illustration degree has the potential to positively impact 
recruitment and retention efforts.  The B.F.A. degree in Photo-Illustration is 
the preferred degree in academia and the workplace.  This degree offering 
could increase our student enrollment without a negative impact on staffing. 

 The B.F.A. curriculum revision condenses the courses of the current B.S. 
program.  This more efficient “roadmap” will allow us to develop four new 
courses, add four existing VCD courses, and utilize two entrepreneurship 
courses within the School of Business Administration.  These curriculum 
changes will better prepare the students to gain meaningful employment.     

 The condensing of the program “roadmap” will aid the VCD faculty during the 
review process.  Students will take more photography courses during their 
foundation years.  This will provide the faculty with a better assessment of 
predicted student success.  It will also lessen student time to degree 
completion if the student review is unsuccessful.   

 In addition to adding more courses, six existing courses will have a course 
number change.  These new course numbers reflect the course’s location in 
the program “roadmap.” For example, Color Photography currently is 
numbered VCD 48005.  This course will be offered in the sophomore year in 
the new B.F.A. program plan and the course number will be changed to VCD 
28005.  These course number changes will eliminate any confusion regarding 
program sequencing for the students. 
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 As a result of the restructuring of the program plan and course number 
changes, many of the course prerequisites have changed.  The enclosed data 
sheets reflect these changes. 

 The B.F.A. curriculum revision removes four cross-listed courses between 
VCD and JMC.  The decision to remove the cross-listed courses was based on 
JMC no longer offering these courses.  JMC was consulted and agreed with the 
decision to remove these cross-listed courses.  These changes were approved 
in their Faculty Advisory Committee on 05/15/2015.  

 
 
Course changes: 
 
 
ADD as a major requirement: 
 
VCD 28004, Photographic Perspective – existing course (3 cr.) 
VCD 28007, Advanced Digital Imaging – new course (3 cr.) 
VCD 34004, Visual Ethics – existing course (3 cr.) 
VCD 37000, Visual Design Media – existing course (3 cr.) 
VCD 38011, Editorial Photography – new course (3 cr.) 
VCD 48001, Photographic Project – new course (3 cr.) 
VCD 48002, Advanced Photographic Project – new course (3 cr.) 
VCD 48003, Professional Portfolio – new course (3 cr.) 
VCD 48009, Fashion Photography – existing course (3 cr.) 
 
 
ADD as additional degree requirements: 
 
ENTR Elective – existing course (3 cr.) 
ENTR 27056, Introduction to Entrepreneurship – existing course (3 cr.) 
 
 
Delete from major requirements: 
 
VCD 20000, Basic Computer – Graphic Design and Illustration (3 cr.) 
VCD 20003, Intermediate Computer – Graphic Design/Illustration (3 cr.) 
VCD 20010, Introduction to Design Research (3 cr.) 
VCD 30008, Junior Portfolio Review – Photo Illustration (1 cr.) 
VCD 43004, Issues for Graphic Design Businesses (3 cr.) 
VCD 40025, Professional Portfolio (2 cr.) 
VCD 49199, Senior Capstone (3 cr.) 
 
Choose from list:  VCD 40095, Special Topics:  Graphic Design/Illustration (3 cr.) 
          VCD 43001, Interaction Design:  Communities and Culture (3 cr.) 
          VCD 43002, Typographic/Photographic Graphic Design (3 cr.) 
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Delete from additional program requirements: 
 
JMC 22004, Visual Storytelling (3 cr.) 
Choose from list:  FIN 26074, Legal Environment of Business (3 cr.) 
         CRIM 26704, Issues in Law and Society (3 cr.) 
         PHIL 21001, Introduction to Ethics (3 cr.) 
         VCD 34004, Visual Ethics (3 cr.)    
 
 
Course number changes: 
 
Course title    Old course number  New course number 
 
Photography    VCD 28000   VCD 18000 
Photography II   VCD 28002   VCD 18002 
Advanced Photography  VCD 38004   VCD 28001 
Photo Technology   VCD 38003   VCD 28003 
Color Photography   VCD 48005   VCD 28005 
Photo Illustration Techniques VCD 48007   VCD 38007 
 
 
Course Prerequisite Changes: 
 
As a result of the program “roadmap” reorganization and course number changes, 
many of the course prerequisites need modified.  The Basic Data Sheets enclosed 
with this program proposal have the correct prerequisites listed on the forms.  The 
B.F.A. Program Overview Sheet documents the changes in the prerequisite numbers. 
   
 
Slash Course Removal: 
 
The following cross-listings have been removed from the curriculum: 
 
VCD 28001 will no longer be cross-listed with JMC 32004. 
VCD 28003 will no longer be cross-listed with JMC 32003. 
VCD 28005 will no longer be cross-listed with JMC 42005. 
VCD 38007 will no longer be cross-listed with JMC 42007. 
JMC and VCD have been consulted regarding these changes and approved in their 
Faculty Advisory Committee meetings.  See enclosed materials for documentation of 
these FAC votes.  
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Impact on Other Programs, Course Offerings, Students, Faculty, Staff (e.g., 
duplication issues) 
 
 
The new Additional Degree Requirements will impact the College of Business 
Administration.  VCD Photo-Illustration majors will now be required to take ENTR 
27056 Introduction to Entrepreneurship and an ENTR elective.  These two courses 
will strengthen the students’ business skills and will make them more competitive 
in the commercial work place.  
 
 The ENTR Director has been consulted and supports these requirement changes.  
The Additional Degree Requirements will not have a negative impact on staffing. 
 
 
Fiscal, Enrollment, Facilities and Staffing Considerations 
 
 
The VCD Photo-Illustration program has two full-time faculty members and several 
adjunct faculty members to teach the program courses.  Careful consideration was 
given to the course sequencing that would allow us to offer the courses without 
having to hire additional full-time or adjunct faculty.   
 
Enrollment is expected to increase slowly with this new curriculum and resource 
assessments in the future will determine whether more faculty are needed. 
 
 
Provisions for Phase-Out if Inactivating 
 
 
Students who are finishing the Photo-Illustration major in catalogs prior to fall 2016 
will still be able to take the courses required for their particular catalogs.  Some of 
these courses will have course number and prerequisite changes but the advising 
staff will be notified of the necessary override steps to complete the students’ 
registration of courses. 
 
 
Assessment Plan 
 
 
Currently the programs in the School of Visual Communication Design go through 
three external review bodies.  These review bodies are:  the Academic Quality 
Improvement Program, the Higher Learning Commission, and the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design.  
 
The B.S. Photo-Illustration program went through the NASAD accreditation in 2013 
and will be reviewed again in 2016.  In the 2013 NASAD accreditation, it was noted 
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in the review that we planned to move the program from a Bachelor of Science 
degree to a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. 
 
In addition to the external reviews, the B.F.A. program plan will review the quality of 
the student work at the VCD 20096 Photo Illustration Sophomore Portfolio Review.  
Students who do not meet the quality standards of our school are provided 
academic advice for additional coursework so they can resubmit their portfolios at a 
later date.  VCD 20096 also allows us to gauge the quality of our classroom 
instruction, determine if the course objectives are being met, evaluate the 
appropriateness of the course sequencing, and to identify any additional 
problematic areas. 
 
The B.F.A. Photo Illustration degree will continue to be reviewed in this manner. 
 
 
GPS Keywords 
 
 
Branding, Creative, Designer, Photography, Film, Photo, Creativity, Digital Media, 
Illustration, Print, Commercial Photography, Photo Illustration, Photographer, 
Digital Imaging, Pictures, Fine Art Photography, Digital Photography, BFA, B.F.A., 
Travel, Logos, Bachelor of Fine Art 
 
 
Timetable and Actions Required: 
 
 
Approval by VCD Faculty/Director:   June 2015 
Approval by CCI CCC:    September 2015 
Approval by EPC:     October 2015 
Approval by Faculty Senate:    November 2015 
Approval by Board of Trustees:   December 2015 
Approval by Ohio Board of Regents:  January 2016 
Approval by Higher Learning Commission:  February 2016 
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Attribute Course Title Credit Min. Grade

US 10097 Destination Kent State:  First Year Experience
1

1

Attribute Course Title Credit Min. Grade

VCD 13000 Introduction to Visual Communication Design 3

VCD 13001 Introduction to Visual Communication Design Studio 3 B-

VCD 18000 Photography 3

VCD 18002 Photography II 3

VCD 20096 Photo Illustration Sophomore Portfolio Review
2

1 S

VCD 23001 Introduction to Typography 3

VCD 28001 Advanced Photography
2

3

VCD 28003 Photo Technology
2

3

VCD 28004 Photographic Perspective 3

VCD 28005 Color Photography
2

3

VCD 28007 Advanced Digital Imaging
2

3

VCD 34004 Visual Ethics 3

VCD 34006 Motion Design 3

VCD 37000 Visual Design Media:  Advanced 3

VCD 38001 Photographics 3

VCD 38007 Photo Illustration Techniques 3

VCD 38009 Internship Seminar - Photo Illustration 2

VCD 38011 Editorial Photography 3

ELR VCD 40192 Internship II Graphic Design/Illustration/Photo-Illustration 3

WIC VCD 45000 Graphic Design Perspectives 3 C
4

VCD 48001 Photographic Project 3

VCD 48002 Advanced Photographic Project 3

VCD 48003 Professional Portfolio - Photo Illustration
3

2

VCD 48009 Fashion Photography 3

Attribute Course Title Credit Min. Grade

KFA ARTH 22006 Art History:  Ancient and Medieval Art 3

KFA ARTH 22007 Art History:  Renaissance to Modern Art 3

ARTH Upper Division Art History Course 3

KAD COMM 15000 Introduction to Human Communication 3

ENTR Elective 3

ENTR 27056 Introduction to Entrepreneurship 3

KSS/DD JMC 20001 Media, Power, and Culture 3

LIS 30010 Information Fluency in the Workplace and Beyond 3

6

3-4

3

N/A

N/A

3

6-7

3

Kent Core III.  Humanities

Kent Core IV.  Fine Arts (fulfilled by ARTH 22006)

Kent Core V.  Humanities or Fine Arts (fulfilled by ARTH 22007)

DESTINATION KENT STATE:  FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE (1 credit)

MAJOR PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS (68 Credits) Courses count in major GPA

ADDITIONAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS (51 credits)

Kent Core I.  Composition

Kent Core II.  Math and Critical Reasoning

Kent Core VI.  Social Sciences

Kent Core VII.  Basic Sciences

Kent Core VIII.  Additional
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1-3

MINIMUM TOTAL 120

     resubmission of portfolio for review.

3.  Course is offered in spring only.

1.  US 10097 is not required of transfer students with 25 credits (excluding College Credit Plus 

4.  A minimum C (2.000) grade must be earned to fulfill the writing-intensive requirement.

5.  Number of credit hours required depends on meeting minimum 120 credit hours and a 

     credit hours.

General Electives
5

2.  VCD 20096 must be taken concurrently with VCD 28005 and VCD 28007, after completion of 

     Photo-Illustration Sophomore Portfolio Review is an examination in conference with the visual 

     faculty acting as committee.  Students who successfully pass review may continue in the 

     Illustration.  Students not receiving a passing grade will be provided academic advice for 

Progression Requirements:

Students must receive a minimum B- (2.700) in VCD 13001 before enrolling in VCD 23001.  VCD 

maximum three times until a minimum B- (2.700) grade is achieved.

Note:

Any VCD course taken is calculated in the major GPA.
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Roadmap: Photo-Illustration– Bachelor of Fine Arts 
[PHOI] 

College of Communication and Information 
School of Visual Communication Design 

Catalog Year:  2016-2017 
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This roadmap is a recommended semester-by-semester plan of study for this major. However, courses and milestones designated as 
critical (shaded areas) must be completed in the semester listed to ensure a timely graduation.  
 

Course Subject and Title 
Credit 
Hours 

Upper 
Div. 

Min. 
Grade 

Major 
GPA 

Important Notes 

Semester One: [16 Credit Hours] 

VCD 13000 Introduction to Visual Communication Design 3   X  

VCD 13001 Introduction to Visual Communication Design 
Studio 

3  B- X 

Student must receive minimum B- (2.700) grade in VCD 
13001 before enrolling in VCD 23001.  Students may take 
VCD 13001 a maximum three times until a minimum 
average B- (2.700) grade is achieved. 

VCD 18000 Photography 3   X  

US 10097 Destination Kent State: First Year Experience
1 

1    Not required of transfer students with 25 credits 

Kent Core Requirement 6     

Semester Two: [15 Credit Hours]  

VCD 18002 Photography II 3   X  

VCD 23001 Introduction to Typography 3   X 

Student must receive minimum B- (2.700) grade in VCD 
13001 before enrolling in VCD 23001.  Students may take 
VCD 13001 a maximum three times until a minimum 
average B- (2.700) grade is achieved. 

VCD 37000 Visual Design Media:  Advanced 3 X  X  

COMM 15000 Introduction to Human Communication 3    Fulfills Kent Core Additional 

Kent Core Requirement 3     

Semester Three: [15 Credit Hours] 

VCD 28001 Advanced Photography
2
 3   X  

VCD 28003 Photo Technology
2 

3   X  

VCD 28004 Photographic Perspectives 3   X  

ARTH 22006 Art History:  Ancient and Medieval Art 3    Fulfills Kent Core Fine Arts 

Kent Core Requirement 3     

Semester Four: [16 Credit Hours] 

VCD 20096 Photo Illustration Sophomore Portfolio Review
2 

1  S X 

Photo Illustration Sophomore Portfolio Review is an 
examination in conference with the visual communication 
design faculty acting as committee.  Students who 
successfully pass review may continue in the B.F.A. 
degree program in Photo-Illustration.  Students not 
receiving a passing grade will be provided academic 
advice for additional coursework and resubmission of 
portfolio for review. 

VCD 28005 Color Photography
2 

3   X  

VCD 28007 Advanced Digital Imaging
2 

3   X  

ARTH 22007 Art History:  Renaissance to Modern Art 3    Fulfills Kent Core Fine Arts 

JMC 20001 Media, Power, and Culture 3    Fulfills Kent Core Social Sciences 

Kent Core Requirement 3     

Semester Five: [15 Credit Hours] 

VCD 34004 Visual Ethics 3 X  X  

VCD 38001 Photographics 3 X  X  

VCD 38007 Photo Illustration Techniques 3 X  X  

Kent Core Requirement 6     
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Roadmap: Photo-Illustration– Bachelor of Fine Arts 
[PHOI] 

College of Communication and Information 
School of Visual Communication Design 

Catalog Year:  2016-2017 
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Course Subject and Title 
Credit 
Hours 

Upper 
Div. 

Min. 
Grade 

Major 
GPA 

Important Notes 

Semester Six: [14 Credit Hours] 

VCD 38009 Internship Seminar – Photo Illustration 2 X  X  

VCD 38011 Editorial Photography 3 X  X  

ENTR 27056 Introduction to Entrepreneurship 3     

ARTH Course (Upper Division) 3 X    

Kent Core Requirement 3     

Summer III: [3 Credit Hours] 
VCD 40192 Internship II Graphic Design/Illustration/Photo-
Illustration 

3 X  X Fulfills experiential learning requirement 

Semester Seven: [12 Credit Hours] 

VCD 34006 Motion Design 3 X  X  

VCD 45000 Graphic Design Perspective
3 

3 X C X Fulfills writing-intensive course requirement 

VCD 48001 Photographic Project 3 X  X  

VCD 48009 Fashion Photography 3 X  X  

Semester Eight: [14 Credit Hours] 

VCD 48002 Advanced Photographic Project 3 X  X  

VCD 48003 Professional Portfolio – Photo Illustration
4 

2 X  X  

LIS 30010 Information Fluency in the Workplace and 
Beyond 

3 X    

ENTR Elective 3     

General Electives
5 

3     

 

Graduation Requirements Summary 
Minimum 

Total Hours 
Minimum Upper-
Division Hours 

Minimum 
Kent Core Hours 

Global / Domestic 
Diversity Course 

Writing-
Intensive 

Experiential 
Learning 

Minimum 

Major GPA Overall GPA 

120 39 36 

Kent Core or 
General 

Elective/JMC 
20001 

VCD 45000 VCD 40192 2.75 2.5 

 

1.  US 10097 is not required of transfer students with 25 credits (excluding College Credit Plus and dual-enrollment) or students age  
     21+ at time of admission.  

2.  VCD 20096 must be taken concurrently with VCD 28005 and VCD 28007, after completion of VCD 28001 and VCD 28003. 

     Photo-Illustration Sophomore Portfolio Review is an examination in conference with the visual communication design faculty acting 

     as committee.  Students who successfully pass review may continue in the B.F.A. degree program in Photo-Illustration.  Students 

     not receiving a passing grade will be provided academic advice for additional coursework and resubmission of portfolio for review.  

3.  A minimum C (2.000) grade must be earned to fulfill the writing-intensive requirement. 

4.  Course is offered in spring only.  

5.  Number of credit hours required depends on meeting minimum 120 credit hours and a minimum of 39 upper division credit hours. 
 
Progression Requirements: 

Students must receive a minimum B- (2.700) in VCD 13001 before enrolling in VCD 23001.  VCD 13001 may be taken a maximum 
Three times until a minimum B- (2.700) grade is achieved 
 
Note: 

Any VCD course taken is calculated in the major GPA. 
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