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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

Preparation Date Jan 16, 2016 Curriculum Bulletin o
Effective Date  Fall 2016 Approved by EPC  _

Department SLIS

College Cl - Communication and Information

Proposal Inactivate Center

Proposal Name Inactivation of Center for the Study of information and Religion

Description of proposai:
Inactivation of the Center for the Study of Information and Religion (CSIR)

Describe impact on other programs, policies or procedures (e.g., duplication issues; enrollment and
staffing considerations; need, audience)

The SLIS faculty voted in September 2015 to inactivate the Center. The subject area is nota
strategic curricular or program priority for the School. Inactivation of this Center will impact an
annual conference and related open access publication. We are exploring options for another
university or organization to pick up the conference and publication.

Units consulted (other departments, programs or campuses affectaed by this proposal):
N/A

REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS

Campus Dean (for Regional Campuses proposals)
C
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Colfégé Dean‘ (or designee)

Dean of Graduate §udies {for graduate proposals)

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost (or designeej
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Proposal Summary
Inactivation of Center for the Study of Information and Religion

Description of Action, Including Intended Effect

This is a proposal to mactivare the School of Library and Information Science Center for the Study
of Information and Religion [CSIR). The subject area 1s not a strategic curricular or program priority
for the School. While the Center's programs have generated modest external interest, they have not
generated significant external funding and have relicd on School funding for support.

Impact on Other Programs, Course Offerings, Students, Faculty, Staff (e.g., duplication
issues)

The subjeet area is not a strategic cuericular or program priotity for the School. While the Center's
programs have senerated modest external inteecst, they have not generaied significant external
funding and have relied on School funding for support. Tnactivation of this Center will impact an
annual conference and related open access publication. We are exploring options for another
university or organizadon ro pick up the conference and publication.

We are not aware of any other departments, programs, or campuses affected by this proposal other
than University Libraries, whose Digital Commons hosts ASIR: Advances i the Study of
Information and Religion, an open access publication edited by the Center.

Fiscal, Enrollment, Facilities and Staffing Considerations

‘There ts not enrollment considerations because CISR activities were not linked to any curriculum,
The two SLIS faculty members responsible for its operation are no longer at the universiry.
The space used by the Center was a shared space within the School and it has been allocated to the

general use within the School.

Provisions for Phase-Out if Inactivating
There have been no activities this past vear that relate ro the Cenrer. Arrangemenis are being made
for the continuation of the conference and the publication.

Timetable and Actions Requited: o chrunolozy of aclions required fo atpoore e propesal with an cuticipaled
inaplementation dale for cach action

September 2015: SLIS FAC voted on approval of inactivation
February 20106: Proposal voted on by the College Curriculum Committee
March 201062 Proposal submitted to 1-PC for vote





