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CHANGE REQUEST: 

NAME AND CURRICULUM MODIFICATION 
 
 

Date of submission:   after approval from Board of Trustees 
 
Name of institution:   Kent State University 
 
Previously approved title:  Spanish Literature, Culture and Translation major  
                                             within the Bachelor of Arts degree 
 
Proposed new title:   Spanish major within the Bachelor of Arts degree 
 
Proposed implementation date of the request:   Fall 2017 
 
Date that the request received final approval from the appropriate institutional committee:   
[DATE] (Kent State University Board of Trustees) 
 
Primary institutional contact for the request 

Name: Therese E. Tillett 
Title: Executive Director of Curriculum Services 

Office of the Provost 
Phone: 330-672-8558 
E-mail: ttillet1@kent.edu 
 

Educator Preparation Programs: 
Leads to licensure: Yes, only when a student has also declared the Education minor    
Leads to endorsement: No 

 
Explain the rationale for name and curricular changes. 
 
This request is to return to the original major name for this degree program. A bachelor’s degree in 
Spanish has been offered at Kent State since 1942. 
 
Over the past five years, Kent State’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages has 
undertaken a review of its undergraduate degree programs to best allocate resources. Historically, 
the department offered Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree in four languages (French, German, Russian 
and Spanish) and Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in translation for the same four languages (French 
Translation, German Translation, Russian Translation and Spanish Translation). 
 
In 2012, the department suspended admission to the four BS translation majors and renamed the 
four BA language majors to include the words “literature, culture, translation.” In 2014, the 
department decided to continue offering a separate translation program—but to make it more 
efficient and flexible; the four language translation majors were consolidated into one major, called 
Translation, with concentrations to represent each language. 
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With those changes in place for the BS degree, it now makes sense to revert back to the original 
major name for the BA degree. Having two Spanish “translation” programs has caused confusion 
among students and advisors as they offer the students different opportunities. In addition, the 
current title is too long and, at the same time, too narrow, as it implies that the program does not 
also cover the Spanish language, linguistics, history and other Spanish-related studies. 
 
The BS degree in Translation, with a concentration in Spanish, gives students training in an 
occupational area of translation to be paired with a professional focus, offered through a second 
major, minor or certificate for which students will be required to declare. 
 
In contrast, the BA degree in Spanish (currently called Spanish Literature, Culture and Translation) 
provides a more liberal arts perspective. The program allows students to be able to communicate 
and converse fluently in Spanish and become familiar with the history and culture of the Spanish-
speaking world through the analysis of literary and non-literary texts. 
 
Describe how the name and curricular changes will affect students in the current program. 
 
Students electing to remain in the current program will not be affected adversely by the program’s 
revisions. The department is not eliminating any courses or faculty to support the program. 
However, the revised program contains a smaller major core (33 credit hours versus the current 40) 
with more elective choices for greater flexibility for students’ plan of study. Students who may 
benefit from updating their catalog to the revised program will be encouraged to do so.  
 
Describe any faculty, administrative or support service changes occurring along with the 
name and curriculum changes. 
 
Available resources and services are sufficient and are not changing. 
 
Provide evidence that the appropriate accreditation agencies been informed of the proposed 
change (if applicable). 
 
Not applicable. The program does not have specialized accreditation. 
 
Describe how the effectiveness of the new curriculum will be monitored over time. 
 
Since the previous curricular revisions to the BA degree in Spanish four years ago, which included 
an increase of credit hours in the major core, the number of students enrolled in the degree program 
has declined by more than 16 percent; the number of students seeking preK-12 teaching licensure in 
Spanish (through the Education minor) has declined by more than 50 percent, and substantially 
fewer students are combining the major with a second major or a minor. See table on next page. 
 
The department expects to see a reverse in these downward trends after the proposed revisions are 
implemented. The effectiveness of the new curriculum will be measured by continued monitoring of 
enrollment trends. 
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Table: Comparison of student enrollment between its current program, Spanish 
Literature, Culture and Translation (SLCT), and previous program, Spanish (SPAN). 

  Student Enrollment 

  

Declared 
in One 
Major 

Declared 
in Multiple 
Programs* 

Declared in 
Education 
Minor ** 

Overall 
Total 

Fall 
2012 

SLCT 11 1 1 

53 SPAN 13 13 14 

Subtotal 24 14 15 

          

Spring 
2016 

SLCT 25 9 8 

44 SPAN 0 2 0 

Subtotal 25 11 8 

 
* Student is declared in this major and in a second major or a minor (other than Education). 
** Student is declared in this 
 
 major and the Education minor, required for preK-12 teacher  

licensure in Spanish. 

 
Spanish faculty believe the decline in enrollment in the degree program is attributable largely to the 
total number of credit hours now required in the major, coupled with the proportion of required 
courses versus electives in the major. Currently, a student who selects the major must complete 40 
credit hours for the major core, 37 credit hours of Kent Core and other university requirements and 
6 credit hours of additional coursework as required by the College of Arts and Sciences. This leaves 
the student only 37 credit hours that could be applied to a second major or to a minor. As the table 
above shows, a large portion of students combine Spanish with another program, (including a minor 
in Education, which, at 42 credit hours, is 5 more credit hours than the allocated elective hours in 
the current Spanish degree program).  
 
Moreover, contingent upon students’ starting proficiency in Spanish, many students may need to 
complete up to 14 hours of prerequisites in Spanish (elementary I through intermediate II), 
potentially increasing time to graduation and further reducing the amount of available electives for a 
second program.  
 
A shorter, more flexible program, such as is being proposed, will help students who need to 
complete the prerequisite courses stay on path to timely graduation. A measure of time to 
graduation, particularly for students who start Spanish coursework at the prerequisite level, will also 
be used to assess the effectiveness of the proposed changes.  
 
To reduce the major core, from 40 to 33 credit hours, five courses (13 credit hours) move from 
required to electives, and the elective requirement increases, from 9 to 15 credit hours. To increase 
flexibility for students to declare other programs, general electives increase by 7 credit hours. 
 
Submit a comparison of the currently authorized curriculum and the proposed curriculum. 
 
See table on next page. 
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Previously Authorized Curriculum 
Credit 
Hours 

Proposed Curriculum 
Credit 
Hours 

Notes 

Major Requirements 40 Major Requirements 33 
credits 

decrease 

SPAN 38211 Spanish Grammar and 
Composition 

3 
SPAN 38211 Spanish Grammar and 
Composition 

3 
 

SPAN 38213 Spanish Reading and 
Conversation 

3 
SPAN 38213 Spanish Reading and 
Conversation 

3 
 

SPAN 38215 Spanish Phonetics and Diction 3   now elective 

SPAN 38231 Translation Practice: Spanish 1   now elective 

SPAN 38421 Civilization of Spain 3 SPAN 38421 Civilization of Spain 3  

SPAN 38424 Culture and Civilization of Latin 
America 

3 
SPAN 38424 Culture and Civilization of Latin 
America 

3 
 

SPAN 48215 Advanced Spanish Composition 
and Conversation 

3 
SPAN 48215 Advanced Spanish Composition 
and Conversation 

3 
 

MCLS 20000 Global Literacy and Cultural 
Awareness   OR 
MCLS 30420 Foreign Language and Culture 
Studies 

3   

now elective 

TRST 30230 Approaches to Translation 3   now elective 

SPAN 38330 Early Spanish Literature (3)   OR 
SPAN 38331 Recent Spanish Literature (3) 

3 
SPAN 38330 Early Spanish Literature (3) OR 
SPAN 38331 Recent Spanish Literature (3) OR 
SPAN 38334 Early Spanish-American 
Literature (3)   OR 

SPAN 38335 Recent Spanish-American 
Literature (3) 

3 

two elective 
lists merged 

into one; and  
credits 

decreased 

SPAN 38334 Early Spanish-American 
Literature (3)   OR 
SPAN 38335 Recent Spanish-American 
Literature (3) 

3 

Spanish Electives 
6 hours must be at the 40000 level 
SPAN 38240 Conversation for Business and 
Special Purposes: Spanish (3) 
SPAN 38330 Early Spanish Literature (3) 
SPAN 38331 Recent Spanish Literature (3) 
SPAN 38334 Early Spanish-American 
Literature (3) 
SPAN 38335 Recent Spanish-American 
Literature (3) 
SPAN 48095 Special Topics in Spanish (3) 
SPAN 48216 Contemporary Hispanic Culture 
(3) 
SPAN 48230 Advanced Translation Practice: 
Spanish (3) 
SPAN 48240 Business and Special Texts: 
Spanish (3) 
SPAN 48376 Contemporary Spanish-American 
Short Story (3) 
SPAN 48378 U.S. Latina/o Writers (3) 
SPAN 48422 Early Spanish-American 
Discourse (3) 
TRST 38303 Medical Spanish Translation and 
Interpreting (3) 

9 Spanish Electives (SPAN 30000 and 40000 
levels) 

6 
elective 
credits 

increased, 
from 9 to 15; 

many 
specified 
electives 
removed 

Spanish Upper Division Electives (SPAN 
40000 level only) 

6 

Spanish, Translation and Modern and 
Classical Language Studies Electives: 
Spanish Electives (SPAN 30000 and 40000 
levels) 
MCLS 30420 Foreign Language and Culture 
Studies (3) 
TRST 30230 Approaches to Translation (3) 
TRST 38303 Medical Spanish Translation and 
Interpreting (3) 

3 
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Additional Requirements 80 Additional Requirements 87 
credits 

increased 

UC 10097 Destination Kent State: First Year 
Experience 

1 
UC 10097 Destination Kent State: First Year 
Experience 

1 
 

Kent Core Composition 6 Kent Core Composition 6  

Kent Core Mathematics and Critical Reasoning 3 Kent Core Mathematics and Critical Reasoning 3  

Kent Core Humanities and Fine Arts 9 Kent Core Humanities and Fine Arts 9  

Kent Core Social Sciences 6 Kent Core Social Sciences 6  

Kent Core Basic Sciences 6 Kent Core Basic Sciences 6  

Kent Core Additional 6 Kent Core Additional 6  

College General Requirement 6 College General Requirement 6  

General Electives 37 General Electives 44 
credits 

increased 

TOTAL OVERALL HOURS 120 TOTAL OVERALL HOURS 120  

 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Todd A. Diacon, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
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