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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

Preparation Date 22-Mar-17  Curriculum Bulletin
Effective Date  Fall 2017 Approved by EPC

Department Graduate Studies
College PR - Provost
Proposal Revise Policy

Proposal Name Registration Expectations for Graduate Students

Description of proposal:

The purpose of this proposal is to clarify expectations for registration when university facilities
and resources are being used. We propose adding a statement to the Enroliment-Graduate policy
indicating that students must enroll each semester in which they are engaged in study, and a
statement to the Candidacy for Doctoral Degree policy indicating that students must be registered
in the term in which the cadidacy exam is taken. These actions will make our expectations
regarding student registration and the use of university resources clear to students, and will align
our practicas with peer and aspirant institutions.

Describe Impact on other programs, policies or procedures {e.g., duplication issues; enroliment and
staffing considerations; need, audience)

Academic programs that do not currently require registration will need to decide what their
requiraments are, and wili need to make that expectation known to students. There will be no
impact on those programs that already have registration requirements in place.

Units consulted (other departments, programs or campuses affected by this proposal);

The Graduate Studies Administrative Advisory Commitfee (GSAAC) was consulted during the
development of the policy revisions.

REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS
f /
Depariment Chair / Schooi Director
/ /
Campus Dean (for Regional Campuses proposals)
/ /

College Dean {or designee)

/Wu(m,( tdanety | 03 ;12 1 207

Dean of Griduate Studies Hor graduate proposals)

Senior Vice President for Academic Affalrs and Provost {or designee)

Curriculum Services | Form last updated July 2015
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Proposal Summary for a Policy
[Registration Expectations for Graduate Students]

Subject Specification:

The purpose of this proposal is to propose revisions to the Enrollment — Graduate policy and the Candidacy
for Doctoral Degree policy to include language regarding expectations for registration.

Background Information:

It has been assumed that students must be registered in order to use university tesources, patticularly faculty
time, because there is a cost associated with this use. There is, however, no written policy regarding this
expectation. The Graduate Studies Administrative Advisory Committee (GSAAC) was consulted specifically
about student registration during comprehensive exams, which involves a considerable amount of faculty time.
1t was discovered that the majority, but not all, of academic units require students to register for something
during comprehensive exams. Registration requirements ranged from one credit hour to full-time enroliment.

We reviewed the policies at 10 aspirant and peer universities, as identified by President Warren. Eight of the
10 universities have a written policy about registration: Clemson University; Temple University; University of
South Flotida; Virginia Commonwealth University; Georgia State University; Ohio University; University of
Houston; and Utah State University. See Table 1 for relevant language from these policies.

Of the eight universities with written policies about registration, four universities have continuous enrollment
policies. Utah State University and Temple University require continuous enrollment each semester until
degree completion. University of South Florida and Georgia State University have continuous enrollment
policies defined as enrollment in a minimum credit hours over multiple semesters. University of South Florida
has additional requirements regarding registration during comprehensive exams, while Georgia State University
does not. The other four universities have policies explicitly stating that students must be registered to use
university resources {Clemson University, Virginia Commonwealth Usuversity, Ohio University and University

of Houston).

Following consultation with GSAAC and the review of policies from peer and aspirant institutions, we propose
adding language to both the Enrollment — Graduate policy and the Candidacy for Doctoral Degree policy to
clarify expectations for registration when university facilities and resources are being used. Specifically, we

propose:
Adding the following statement to the Enrollment-Graduate policy:

Students must enroll each semester in which they are engaged in any form of study that involves use of university facilities
or resources, tncluding human resourees.

Adding the following statement to the Candidacy for Doctoral Degree policy:

Students must be registered for graduate credit in the term in which the examination is laken, including Summer. The
course enrollment and number of credits required are determined by the program.
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Proposal Summary for a Policy

Alternatives and Consequences:

The alternative is to not have a written policy. The consequence of this is that some students will utilize
resources without being registered.

Specific Recommendation and Justification:

The specific recommendation is to add language to the Enrollment — Graduate policy and the Candidacy for
Doctoral Degree policy to clarify expectations for registration when university facilities and resources are being
used. These actions will make our expectations regarding student registration and the use of univetsity
resources clear to students, and will align our practices with peer and aspirant institutions.

Timetable and Actions Required:

EPC approval: April 2017
Faculty Senate approval: May 2017
Implementation: 2017-18 Catalog
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Proposed Policy Changes

Enroliment — Graduate Policy

Graduate students shall enroll for at least one term each year (three consecutive terms, including
summer as one term} to maintain status as a degree-seeking student. Meeting this minimum enrollment
requirement does not guarantee the student will meet the minimum requirements of other programs,
offices or agencies. Students must enroll each semester in which they are engaged in any form of study
that involves use of university facilities or resources, including human resources.

Students not meeting the minimum enroliment requirement for maintaining status as a degree-seeking
graduate student will be considered as having voluntarily withdrawn from the university. After three
cansecutive terms of non-enrollment, students will be inactivated as a degree-seeking student,
Students who withdrew and wish to have their graduate standing re-instated must follow the samea
admission procedures as those required of new applicants, including submission of a non-refundable
application fee and application materials. Acceptance back into a graduate program is not guaranteed
even if the student departed in good standing. Students who apply and are admitted will be re-instated
under the catalog-in-force at the time of admission. The program determines how much of the
previously completed work may be applied toward the graduate degree program.

Students on an approved leave of absence may return to their program of study by completing the
Application for Graduate Re-Enroilment form.

Candidacy for Doctoral Degree Policy

To become a candidate for the doctorate, a student must pass a candidacy {comprehensive)
examination in the fleld of the major subject. This examination will be taken when departmental
requirements have been met, but it should not be taken later than nine months before the student
expects to receive the degree, Students must be registered for graduate credit in the term in which the
examination is taken, including Summer, The course enroliment and number of credits required are

determined by the program.

The content and scope of the examination are determined by the department concerned. The
examination may be either written or oral or both. The student is not permitted to continue with the
dissertation uniless this requirement is satisfied. Failure on the candidacy examination and a subsequent
prescription and reexamination are subject to departmental policy. When opportunities for such
reexamination are exhausted without success, the student will be dismissed from graduate study.

For candidacy of the Doctor of Podiatric Medicine degree, refer to the college policies in the College of
Podiatric Medicine section of the University Catalog.





