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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

Preparation Date 26-Sep-16  Curriculum Bulletin
Effective Date  Fall 2017 Approved by EPC

Department Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences
College EH - Education, Health and Human Services

Degree Minor (non degree)

Program Name Autism Spectrum Disorders Program Banner Code ASD
Concentration(s) Concentration(s) Banner Code(s)

Proposal Establish program

Description of proposal;

A minor in Autism Spectrum Disorder is proposed to provide educators and health care
preservice professions with background in the theory, diagnosis and treatment of individuals with
Autism Spectrum Disorders {(ASD) throughout the lifespan.

Does proposed revision change program’s total credit hours? [ Yes [ No
Current total credit hours: 15 Proposed total credit hours 15

Describe impact on other programs, policies or procedures (e.g., duplication issues; enroliment and
staffing considerations; need; audience; prerequisites; teacher education licensure):

The proposed minor would not require any immediate changes in facilities or staffing. Current
SPED and SPA faculty are able to teach the newly developed courses. Availability of the ASD
minor would increase enroliment in courses currently availabie through existing SPED programs
and increase enroliment in newly developed SPED and SPA courses offered as part of the minor.

Units consulted {other departments, programs or campuses affected by this proposal):
Human Development and Family Studies; Recreation, Park and Tourism Management; Speech
Pathology and Audiology; Special Education

REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS
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Department Chair / School Director

Campus Dean (for Regional Campuses proposals)

UL I Leowes 1251 Jese
College Dean (or designee)

Dean of Graduate Studies {for graduate proposals)

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs or Provost {or designee)
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Proposal Summary
Establish a Minor in Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)

Description of Action, Including Intended Effect

A minor in Autism Spectrum Disorder is proposed to provide pre-setvice health care and education
professions with background in the theory, diagnosis and treatment of individuals with Autism
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) throughout the lifespan. The minor will be adminstrated by Special
FEducation [SPED] in the School of Lifespan Development and Fducational Sciences [LDES] within
the College of Education, Health and Human Setvices [EH]. The ASD minor will be an
interdsciplinary program between SPED and Speech Pathology and Audiology {SPA) in the School
of Health Sciences. SPED and SPA faculty will shate responsibilty for development and teaching of
ASD minor coursework as well as student advising and other administrative responsibilities.

The need for education in the assessment and treatment of individuals with ASD is growing. The
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) identifies that 1:68 individuals are currently
diagnosed with ASD. All children diagnosed with ASD are eligible for a free public education and
are served in both general and special education classtooms. Therefore, this minor would be
important for any preservice professional interested in working within the public school.
Additionally, many with ASD present with medical and family support needs. As a result, students
interested in various health care and family service professions (e.g., speech pathology, occupational
and physical therapy, human development and family studies) are likely to encounter individuals
with ASD and their famlies on a regular basis and would find the content of this minor applicable to
their future careers. Coursework would parallel that of the highly tegarded graduate ASD certificate
Program that has has been in existence for over 15 yeats at Kent State. The minor would provide
undergraduate students with an understanding of contemporary, evidence based practices specific to
individuals with ASD.

The ASD minor would include the following courses (15 credit hours in total):
SPA 44010 Social Communication Development and Disorders of ASD (3)
SPA 44030 Auntism Spectrum Disorders Over the Lifespan (3)
SPA/SPED 44309 Autism Spectrum Disorders: Theory and Diagnosis {3)
SPED 43030 Applied Bebavior Analysis I: Theory and Technigues (3)
SPED 44020 Medical Aspects of Autism Spectram Disorders (3)

A minimum 2.750 GPA will be required to declare and to graduate with this minor.

Impact on Other Programs, Course Offerings, Students, Faculty, Staff

Availability of the ASD minor would increase enrollment in courses cutrently required for students
majoring in Special Education in all concentrations (4B I) and the Special Education: Moderate to
Intensive program specifically (A8D: Theory and Diagnosis). Several sections of A4BA I and
SPED/SPA 44309 are taught across fall and spring semesters and should be able to accommodate
more students without need for increased sections. SPED 43030 .41B1 I has a pre-requisite coutse:
SPED 23000 Introduction to Exceptionalities. All education majors are requitred to take SPED 23000 so
it is anticipated that many potential minors will have taken that as part of their major coursework.
Students who have not taken that course will be required to do so prior to enrolling in ABA L In
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addition, SPED 43030 A4BA I requires admission to advanced study as a prerequisite, requiting non-
education majors to obtain special permission to register for this course.

Several sections of Infroduction to Exveptionalities are offered each year and increased enrollment from
students in the ASD minor is not anticipated to result in the need for more sections of this course.
Although administered through SPED the proposed minor has shared coursework between SPED
and SPA. SPA and SPED faculty have approved the development of this minor.

One ASD course (/5D Theory and Diagnosis) has been required of SPED Moderate to Intensive
majors for 1 full year now and has also been available to undergraduate outside of SPED. Many
non-SPED students, mostly SPA majors, have elected to take this course.

Additional facilities and staffing would not be requited at this time.

The only other currently existing disability-focused program that could be currently identified on
campus was the undergraduate certificate of Disability Studies and Community Inclusion offered
through Recreation, Park and Tourism Management (RPTM). The focus of the proposed minor
differs substantially from the certificate of Disability Studies in its scope and focus and there is only
1 course (1B I} that could possibly overtlap. 1B [ will be required for the ASD minor and is one
of 36 clectives (of 2-3 required electives) for the certificate. None of the certificate of Disability
Studies courses address ASD as a primary focus. It is likely that some students, who have elected to
participate in the undergraduate certificate, will instead choose to participate in the ASD minot. Dr.
Devine who oversees the certificate indicated that the majority of her currently enrolled students are
SPA majors and it is likely that in the future some of the SPA students may choose the ASD minor
instead as the SPA department indicated this is a strong interest for their undergraduate students.

SPED is also developing a minor in mild/moderate disabilities. The proposed SPED mild/moderate
minor differs substantially from the ASD minor in that the SPED minor emphasizes educational
needs of a broad range of students with mild to moderate disabilities exclusively in K-12 educational
settings. The proposed mild/moderate minor does not include any coursework that specifically
addresses the needs of individuals with ASD.

Fiscal, Enrollment, Facilities and Staffing Considerations

The proposed minor would not require any immediate changes in facilities or staffing. Current
SPEID and SPA faculty are able to teach the newly developed ASD courses. Availability of the ASD
minot would increase enrollment in courses curtently available through existing SPED programs
and increase enrollment in newly developed SPED and SPA courses offered as part of the minor.

Evidence of Need and Sustainability if Establishing

Cusrent data from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicates that 1 in 68
children are diagnosed with ASD. ASD is, and has been, the fastest growing disability population
and one that requires comprehensive medical {e.g., speech-language, occupational therapy,
psychiatry) and educational services. Individuals with ASD typically have ongoing involvement with
multiple professionals over the course of their lifetimes. There is an increased need for professionals
from multple disciplines to be skilled in addressing the needs of individuals with ASD across the

lifespan.
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Current enroliment data suggests that there are over 500 undergraduate students in SPED, SPA and
RPTM alone who may be interested in issues related to disability. Additionally, Hutnan
Development and Family Studies (FHIDFS) faculty indicated that this might also be a minor that
would be interesting to some of their students. The addition of the proposed ASD minot would
offer those students across several disciplines an additional opportunity to pursue their interests in

issues related to disability.

Students who have completed the graduate level ASD certificate have been highly valued within the
educational and health care contexts and it is anticipated that this will also be ttue for students who
complete this minor at the undergraduate level. In fact, it is more common for professionals being
hired to work with individuals with ASD to have some ASD specific training and/or coursework.
There seems to be a clear interest from students across disciplines in learning more about individuals
with ASD at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. There have also been many graduate
students who are not participants in the ASD certificate who have elected to take ASD courses that
are part of the certificate to fulfill elective requirements in their degree program.

Faculty and staff from SPA, SPED, and HDFS have all identified studeat interest in the proposed
ASD minor. There seems to be a clear interest from students at Kent State across disciplines in
learning motre about individuals with ASD at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. It is
expected that this major will result in increased numbers of student enrollments.

Provisions for Phase~-Out if Inactivating
N/A

Timetable and Actions Required: The proposal will go through the required curriculum approval
process with changes to take effect fall 2017. The following is the anticipated schedule:

SPED program approval: September 9, 2016

LDES SCC approval: November 2, 2016

Presented to EHHS for approval: November 18, 2016

Presented to EPC for approval: January 23, 2017

Presented to Faculty Senate for approval: February 13, 2017
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Undergraduate Minor — Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

Catalog Description: This minor provides students with valuable knowledge related to the
characteristics, and strengths and needs of individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders {(ASD) across the
lifespan. Students will learn about how individuals with ASD are identified, various theoretical models
for understanding ASD and implications of those models for intervention, and evidence based
intervention practices appropriate to address educational, social-communicative and medical needs
across the lifespan. This minor is particularly relevant for students majoring in special education, speech
patheology and audiology, pre-occupational and physical therapy, psychology, human development and
family studies, and other related disciplines.

Admission Reguirement: Minimumn 2.75 GPA reguired to declare this major.

Graduation Requirement: Minimum 2.75 GPA required.

Minor Course Requirements (15 Credits)

Course Title Credits
SPA 44010 | Social Communication Development and Disorders of ASD 3
SPA 44030 | Autism Spectrum Disorders Over the Lifespan 3
SPA/SPED | 44309 | Autism Spectrum Disorders: Theory and Diagnosis 3
SPED 43030 | Applied Behavior Analysis I: Theory and Techniques 3
SPED 44020 | Medical Aspects of Autism Spectrum Disorders 3

' Special permission is required to register for this course. Please contact the School of
Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences for approval.
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN

Subject: FW: ASD minor

From: "DEVINE, MARY ANN" <mdevine@kent.edu>

Subject: RE: ASD minor

Date: October 14, 2016 at 9:33:32 AM EDT

To: "Burgess, Sloane” <gshurgesB@kent.edu>, "WANG, PHILIP" <pwang@kent.edu>, "LEPP, ANDREW"
<gleppi@kent.edu>, "PARR, MARY" <mparr@kent.edu>

HI Al
Sloane, Lisa Audet and | met to discuss this a few weeks ago. It was a very collegial and productive discussion and |

would agree with Sloane’s characterization that the ASD minor will meet a need of interested students to develop an
expertise in working with and meeting the needs of pecple who five with ASD. | did also request that Lisa and Sicane
indicate on the curriculum documents that the establishment of this minor will negatively impact the enrollment in the
Disabiiity Studies & Community Inclusion Certificate (currently being proposed as a minor) as we target much of the
same student audience for each of these minors.

Mary Ann

From: Burgess, Sloane
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 9:29 AM
To: WANG, PHILIP; LEPP, ANDREW, DEVINE, MARY ANN

Subject: ASD minor

Hello Phillip, Andy, and Mary Ann, I hope your semester is going well. I am writing to provide you with a
courtesy notification that we are developing an interdisciplinary minor in Autism Spectrum Disorders. The
minor will very much mirror the coursework in our Graduate Autism Spectrum Disorders Certificate program
which has been in existence for many years. Lisa Audet and I have shared responsibility for the administration
of the ASD Certificate and will also share administration of the ASD minor. We have had a chance to talk with
Mary Ann about how this minor as we do expect that some of the undergraduate students who have participated
in the Disability and Community Inclusion Studies Certificate, specifically those in Speech Pathology and
Special Education will choose the ASD minor instead. There is a strong need for pre-service professionals in
both of those fields to develop specific expertise in ASD. I think in our meeting we all agreed that there was
value in having choices for undergraduate students on campus who are interested in disabilities to explore these
interests with different lenses. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Sloane Burgess, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Speech Pathology & Audiclogy
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From: SCHMIDT, ANNA aschmidtkent.edy
Subjzct: ASD minor
Date: October 13, 2016 at 12:22 PM
To: Burgsss, Sloane suwrgess @ aentedu

Dear Sloan and Lisa -
Thank you for talking with me about the possible ASD minor. | have polled the undergraduate class in

Applied Phonetics about their interest in an ASD minor. Out of 83 sophomores, 25 were interested in
this possibility. In fact, they were excited to hear that this minor was being considered.

t also strongly support this minor as an option for speech pathology and audiology students.
Sincerely,
Anna

Anna M. Schmidt, Ph.D., CCC/SLP
Undergraduate Coordinator
Program Co-Coordinator
Speech Pathology & Audiology
School of Health Sciences
Nixson Hall 108

1225 Theatre DBr.

Kent State University

Kent, OH 44242
aschmidt@kent.edu
330-672-2673

THIS E-MAIL MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION AND/OR ATTACHMENTS. IF RECEIVED AT AN ADDRESS
OTHER THAN THE ONE INTENDED, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER AND DELETE ALL INFORMATION. N ADDITION,
MODIFICATIONS TO OR DISTRIBUTION OF THE ENCLOSED INFORMATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.




EPC Agenda | 23 January 2017 | Attachment 17 | Page 8

AUGUSTINE, SUSAN

Subject: FW: HDFS Numbers

From: BLANKEMEYER, MAUREEN

Sent: Friday, September 2, 2016 4:15 PM
To: AUDET, LISA

Subject: FW: HDFS Numbers

Hi Lisa,

Following up from my last email: It looks like we have on average about 115 HDFS students graduate per year. But a
handful of them are Gerontology and Nursing Home Admin students, so they may not be interested in ASD.

Maureen

From: ECKERT, ERICA

Sent;: Friday, September 02, 2016 4:00 PM

To: BLANKEMEYER, MAUREEN <mblankem@kent.edu>
Subject: HDFS Numbers

Hi, Maureen—

How does this look? | ended up breaking out concentrations {feel free to delete those data) so | could check to make sure nothing
was abberant in the data set.
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MAJOR ' Concentration = Degree
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HDFS .

LoMA

Erica Eckert, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean for Assessment and Accreditation

and Assistant Professor, Evaluation and Measurement
College of Education, Health, and Human Services
Kent State University






