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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

Preparation Date 1-Sep-16 Curriculum Bulletin
Effective Date  Fall 2017 Approved by EPC

Department Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences

College EH - Education, Health and Human Services

Degree Minor (non degree)

Program Name Early Intervention Program Banner Code “Bb—, 51\\\"\"
Concentration(s) Concentration(s) Banner Code(s)

Propasal Establish program

Description of proposal:

The purpose of the proposal is to establish a new undergraduate minor in the Special Education
program area. The minor will be specific to Early Intervention (El) and the requirements for the El
minor will specifically correspond to the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) and Ohio Department
of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) certification rules for the Early Intervention Certificate.

Does proposed revision change program’s total credit hours? [[JYes B No
Current total credit hours: nfa Proposed total credit hours 21

Pescribe impact on other programs, policies or procedures (e.g., duplication issues; enrciiment and
staffing considerations; need; audience; prerequisites; teacher education licensure):

The proposed El minor will be a career path for students from various major areas interested in
working with infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. The availability of the minor
would increase enroiiment in the SPED program, and provide an undergraduate option for
students interested in early childhood special education and intervention. The proposed course of
study is specific to the field of early intervention (Part C of IDEIA), the ODH Certification Rules,
and does not duplicate any existing programming at KSU. The staffing will be handied by SPED
program faculty and individuals with appropriate credentials will be identified to teach the
required courses. The proposed El minor will to require any changes in facilities,

Units consulted (other departments, programs or campuses affected by this proposal):
Human Development and Family Studies, Early Childhood Education, and Speech Pathology and
Audiology

REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS
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Department Chair / School Director

Campus Dean (for Regional Campuses proposals)
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College Dean (or designee)

Dean of Graduate Studies (for graduate proposals)

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs or Provost (or designee)

Curricutum Services | Form last updated Juna 2015
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Proposal Summary
Establish Special Education Early Intervention Undergraduate Minor

Description of Action, Including Intended Effect g\(*r{

The purpose of the proposal is to establish a new undergraduate level Early Intervention [E¥] minor
administrated by Farly Childhood Special Education (ECSE) faculty in the Special Education [SPED]
program area, housed in the School of Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences [LDES] within the
College of Fducation, Health and Human Services [EH]. The minor will be specific to Early Intervention
and the requirements for the minor will specifically cotrespond to the Ohio Department of Health (ODH)
and Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) certification tules for the Farly Intervention
Certificate. Barly Intervention (Part C of IDEA) refets to a federally mandated system of coordinated services
designed for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families from birth to three years of age.

Currently, individuals are able to apply for the Early Intervention Certificate from ODH. ODH has
previously approved the courses Kent State University Special Education program area offers at the graduate
level to qualify for the Early Intervention State level certification. The cutrent proposal includes creating new
courses at the undergraduate level to align with the state certification requitemnents for early intervention.
While the Special Education program does not issue the state EI certificate, the students completing the
minor will be eligible for the ODH certificate.

The Special Education program currently has funding for 2 more years from the U.S Department of
Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) in the area of Personnel Preparation of Special
Education, Farly Intervention, and Related Services (CRDA 84.325K-Focus Area A) to train future
professionals eligible for the EI certificate. The graduate level courses required for the university-issued
graduate-level Bl certificate and the state EI certificate already exist, and they are routinely offered as part of
the Special Education program. The undergraduate equivalents to these courses will be taught separate from
the graduate sections,

The Early Intervention undergraduate courses will not be slashed with the graduate level courses because the
undergraduate students will be a distinctly different studeat population from our graduate level students. The
undergraduate students may or may not have any pre-existing skills and knowledge in the content area of
early intervention, child development or any other related field. The andragogy for the new courses will be
geared toward teaching undergraduate learners with no previous background in early intervention. The
graduate level students in the program area are often non-traditional students with an existing degree in a
related field and or an existing teacher licensure.

The proposed new undergraduate minor in SPED/Early Intervention is designed to address docamented
needs for highly qualified early intervention (EI) personnel with the necessary skills and knowledge related to
serving young children with disabilities and their families. The students who will complete the proposed EI
minor at the undergraduate level will be fully trained to assume EI practitioner positions (i.e., developmental
specialist or service coordinator) in the State of Ohio Farly Intervention systems. Further, the graduates from
the proposed EI minor/state E certificate training track will be prepared to work in early intervention
programs located within the geographic boundaries of high-need areas, serving infants, toddlers, and young
children with disabilities, including those with intensive needs.

Extent to which the profect will increase the number of personnel who demonstrate the competencies
needed to provide high-quality instruction, evidence-based interventions, and services for children
The EI minor is expected to alleviate the shortages in highly trained personnel who will be certified by the
State to work as El providers in various regions around the state. These candidates will demonstrate the
needed competencies in the areas of focus identified in the literature as well as in Ohio’s Farly Childhood
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Cabinet (2010) recommendations, specifically service delivery in natural environments and evidence-based
practices. If each new EI Provider works with a caseload of 25 to 30 children, the graduates will be
guaranteed to increase the number of families in Ohio to receive high-quality EI services. To maximize
effectiveness of the proposed EI minor, existing collaboration with partner sites (Summit, Portage, Cuyahoga,
Geaunga, and Hamilton County Boards of Developmental Disabilities as well as the Family & Child Learning
Center in Tallmadge, OH) will continue to provide opportunities for trainee to practice family-centered
interventions in natural environments. In other words, while KSU faculty have a long history of working with
various community agencies, the current collaboration is built upon the needs of the communities for trained
EI practitioners who have capacity to implement sciendfically based interventions and El services in the
natural environment. Partner sites are located within the geographic boundaries of a high-need LEA.

High Need Geographic Area (statistics on Summit County, Akron, and Akron City Schools):
Poverty rate of Summit County is 13.8% - Akron has the highest poverty rate of 17.5%.
Akron has the lowest median income at $31,835 and lowest income per capita at $17,896.
Akron residents with income below the poverty level in 2009 was 24.6%.
Akron residents with income below 50% of the poverty level in 2009 was 13.0%.
Akron City Schools serve 33.5% of children living below poverty level.
Every K-5 students attending Akron City Schools receives a free breakfast and lunch.

*Sources: General Land Use Development Plan — County of Summit County and Economic Development Department,
2006 and The State of Poverty in Ohie: Building a Foundation for Prosperity by the Ohio Association of Community
Action Agencies by Community Research Partners, 2010.

The Special Education program has capacity and potential to offer the proposed EI minor with significant
increases in the enrollment trajectories particularly in the high heed areas.

Impact on Other Programs, Course Offerings, Students, Faculty, Staff

The proposed EI minor will not be a required, but an optional career path for students from various
major areas interested in working with infants and toddlers with disabilifes and their families. The
availability of the minor would increase enrollment in the SPED program, and provide an
undergraduate option for students interested in early childhood special education and intervention.
The proposed course of study is specific to the field of early intervention (Part C of IDEIA), the
Ohio Department of Health Certification Rules, and does not duplicate any existing progratnming
at KSU. The staffing will be handled by SPED/ECSE faculty and individuals with approptiate
credentials will be identified to teach the required courses. The proposed EI minor will to require
any changes in facilities.

Fiscal, Enrollment, Facilities and Staffing Considerations

The proposed minor would not require any immediate changes in facilities or staffing. Current SPED and
ECSE faculty are able to teach the required El courses. However, the availability of the proposed EI minor is
likely to increase the enrollment significantly, and the SPED program may need to hire additional instructors
to teach content. We have identified individuals who have skills and knowledge in early intervention to teach
the content. Thee proposed EI minor will not require any changes in facilities.

FACULTY CREDENTIALS AND CAPACITY

Sanna Harjusola-Webb. Dr. Harjusola-Webb is full Hime tenure-track (T'T) faculty in the SPED/ECSE program.
She is an associate professor in the College and Graduate School of Education, Health, and Human Services
in the School of Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences at KSU. Dr. Harjusola-Webb received her
PhD from the University of Kansas in 2006 in Early Childhood Special Education.

Ching-I Chen. Dr. Chen is full time TT faculty in the SPED/ECSE program. She is an assistant professor in
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the College and Graduate School of Education, Health, and Human Services in the School of Lifespan
Development and Educational Sciences at KSU. Dr. Chen received her PhD in 2013 from the University of
Oregon in Early Childhood Special Education.

Kimberly Travers. Kimberly Travers, M.Ed., is a graduate teaching assistant (GA) and a doctoral student in the
special education program (ECSE major). She has specific research and teaching interests in early
intervention, having worked with the Early Intervention systems in Ohio and Indiana for 15 years. She has
experience in serving diverse families of children with varying skills and abilities in both home and classroom
settings, instructing undergraduate and graduate courses in both hybrid and online formats, mentoring
practicum students, and providing professional development in EIL She has presented on El-specific topics in
state and national professional conferences and provided professional development for EI professionals. Ms.
Travers will teach coutses as needed in the proposed EI undergrad minor.

Required Courses for the undergraduate Early Intervention minor (21 credit hrs total):
SPED 42951: EARLY INTERVENTION IN NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS (3)

SPED 43953: FAMILY PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION IN EARLY CHILDHOOD (3)
SPED 43954: PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS: TEAMING (3)

SPED 43955: TYPICAL AND ATYPICAL DEVELOPMENT IN YOUNG CHILDREN (3)
SPED 43958: FOUNDATIONS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES (3)

SPED 43964: ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION (3)

SPED 44951: CREATING LEGALLY DEFENSIBLE IFSP'S AND IEPS (3)

Evidence of Need and Sustainability if Establishing

With the changes in federal law and service delivery models across the nation, Chio’s Farly Intervention (EI)
system continues to face a chronic shortage of trained early intervention specialists with capacity to deliver
evidence-based practices in natural environments. The purpose of this proposed undergraduate minor in EI is
to respond to the personnel shortages and to provide high-quality pre-service training and mentoring to
future EI professionals in Ohio. The proposed EI undergraduate minor will accomplish this goal through a
series of courses with content specific to EI modeled after the graduate Jevel option already funded by U.S.
Department of Education/OSEP.

Existing framework: Kent State University’s Department of Lifespan Development and Educational Services
[LDES] currently offers a graduate level training program in early childhood special education (SPED/ECSE)
to prepare future teachers to work with children with and without disabilities from birth through age eight.
‘The EI undergraduate minor will add to the existing menu of options built on the existing early childhood
special education area of emphasis, but will specifically serve students interested in to work in the Early
Intervention systems with children from birth to three with disabilities and their families.

The primary goal of this proposed undesgraduate SPED /Early Intervention minor is to fncrease the
number of highly competent EI specialists and improve the quality of EI services in both rural and
urban areas of Ohio,

‘The proposed undergraduate minor addresses the guantitative need for increased numbers of practitioners
prepared to fill early intervention positions in the state of Ghio, as well as the gaalitative need for practitioners
to be prepared to address issues related to serving high-need children with disabilities and their families in the
context of natural environments.

Extent to which the new undergraduate minor will address national, state, or regional shortages of
personnel who are fully credentialed to serve children with disabilities, ages birth to three, including
high-need children with disabilities.

Researchers have reported significant variability in EI personnel preparation programs across the nation
(Applequist, McLellan, & McGrath, 2010; Bruder, 2010; Bruder, Mogro-Wilson, Stayton, & Dietrich, 2009;
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Hebbeler et al., 1999). As a result, many service providers enter the eatly intervention workforce inadequately
prepared to work with families in the natural environment (Chang, Fatly, & Winton, 2005; Winton &
McCollum, 2008). In fact, Jess than half of the state EI systems have service providers that are trained
to deliver services for infants, toddlers, and their families in the natural environment (Center to
Inform Personnel Preparation Policy and Practice in Eatly Intervention and Preschool Education, 2004;
Bruder et 21, 2009).

Historically, training has focused more on child development, not on family systems (Orsmond, 2005)
although both content areas are necessary for achieving the goals of EI services. Researchers have found
great variations in the content of training, as reported in a survey of 2- and 4-year pre-service training
programs for early childhood professionals — and what is particularly alarming is the fimited emphasis on
family-professional collaboration (Chang et al., 2005). However, EI training should include not just child
development related competencies but also competencies related to working with the adults who care for the
child in the child’s natural environment (Moore et al,, 2012). In a nadonal survey of state Part C personnel
information, “many of the respondents expressed concern that the [personnel preparation] programs
in their state rarely addressed the needs of infants and toddlers, or taught about family-centered
ways to deliver services in natural environments™ (Center to Inform Personnel Preparation Policy and
Practice in Early Intervention and Early Childhood Special Education, 2004, p. 17). With the legal mandate
for family-centered services in natural environments, the lack of high-quality training in EI becomes an urgent
issue that institutions of higher education need to address.

Problem:

“Early intervention personnel are typically trained to work with children, not adults, Early
intervention personnel have limited opportunities to practice working in natural environments before
entering the field.”

(Kim Hauck, Division of Policy and Strategic Direction, Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities,
petsonal communication, May 4, 2016)

In a survey of 45 states, only 44% of state Part C systems reported adequate numbers of special
educators, and 38% of states continue to report personnel shortages in special educators for early
intervention (Center to Inform Personnel Preparation Policy and Practice in Early Intervention and
Preschool Education, 2010). Additionally, in a national survey of EI professionals, only 5% of professionals
perceived themselves as competent in family-centered practices and only 13% of professionals
perceived themselves as competent in natural learning envitonment principles (Center to Inform
Personnel Preparation Policy and Practice in Early Intervention and Preschool Educaton, 2010}. These
numbers are alarming, given that EI professionals are mandated to provide services that are grounded in
these principles of family- centered practices and natural environments.

Data on EI services and shortage of highly qualified personnel in Ohio

In the past, EI services were delivered in either home settings ot in center-based settings, in which children
and/or their families attend sessions specifically tailored for children with disabilities. Services delivered in
these segregated settings tend to follow a medical and clinically based approach to intervention targeted to
“fix” child level deficits. More recently, county EI systems are moving towatds more natural environments
such as the home, and community-based settings in which children without disabilities participate. In a 2010
report on Part C program settings, out of a total of 15,496 children served under Part C in Ohio, 14,868 were
receiving EI services in the home, 481 children were receiving setvices in community-based settings, and 147
were receiving services in other “non-natural” environments such as provider locations, hospitals or clinics,
and programs for children with delays or developmental disabilities (IDEA Data Accountability Center,
2010). Although there are still children being served in segregated settings, the numbers indicate that a
significantly greater number of children are being served in the natural environment, thus requiring
professionals with a unique and specialized skill set to work effectively in those natural settings, and not in
clinics or other non-natural settings.
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As counties in Ohio work to eliminate segregated classrooms and achieve 100% natural environment services,
the need for specialized training becomes more urgent. Professionals who had been previously trained to
deliver services in classrooms following a more medical, deficit-based approach are now required to leatn a
different approach to intervention. The natural environments approach focuses not just on child-specific
interventions but also on adult learning strategies to support and empower family members in being the
primary implementers of interventions within natural routines.

Due to this paradigm shift, vatious counties are experiencing personnel needs. In a state EI survey conducted
in 2010, 21 counties in Ohio responded that they do not have enough Early Intervention Specialists.
Forty-nine counties have 2 or fewer full-time EI Specialists serving the entire county; 4 counties do not have
an EI Specialist. Further, 28 counties responded that they are experiencing difficulty in finding
qualified EI professionals (CBDD Superintendent Early Intervention Survey, July 2010).

Further, El specialists come into the Part C workforce with a variety of educational backgrounds. In Ohio,
the rule for [initial] early intervention certification does not put any limits on specific educational background.
Only a bachelor’s degree is needed; a related degree gets one to cettification faster, but it is not required. This
statement reflects the finding from the 2004 nationwide survey indicating the lack of eraining specific to
infants, toddlers, families, and natural environments (Center to Inform Personnel Prepatation Policy and
Practice in Fartly Intervention and Preschool Education, 2004). If an individual with a bachelor’s degree from
any discipline (that may not be related to El) can become certified as an EI Specialist without prior training in
the necessary competency areas, then the quality of services for the most vulnerable population will be
negatively impacted. EI services that fail to meet intended outcomes for young children and families will
result in more costly special education services in the future.

Compounding the issue is that there is a great variability in EI personnel preparation programs within Ohio.
A document from the Chio DoDD Office of Staff Development and Preparation shows that institutions of
higher education (THE) in Ohio offer anywhete from one approved course to as many as 33 approved
coutses, depending on the institution (L. Blazer, Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Office of
Staff Development and Preparation, personal communication, June 19, 2010), The proposed EI
undergraduate minor will be the only known El specific personnel preparation undergraduate level progtam

in Ohio at this time.

Provisions for Phase-Out if Inactivating
n/a

Timetable and Actions Requited:
The proposal will go through the required curriculum approval process with changes to take effect fafl 2017.

Anticipated schedule:
¢  SPED program approval: April 2016 and September 2016
e LDIS SCC approval: November 2, 2016
Presented to EHHS for approval: November 18, 2016
Presented to EPC for approval: January 23, 2017
e Presented to Faculty Senate for approval: February 13, 2017
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Catalog Copy
Early Intervention Minor

The Early intervention {El} minor is primarily intended for individuals interested in working with
young children from birth to age three who have or are at risk for developmental delays and
disabilities across variety of settings. Early Intervention (Part C of IDEA) refers to a system of
coordinated and federally mandated services designed for infants and toddlers with disabilities
and their families. The early intervention minor will provide skills and knowledge specific to:
contemporary and recommended practices in early intervention, typical and atypical
development, teaming, family professional collaboration, assessment, legislation, ethical
professional conduct, advocacy and inclusive practices.

Admission Requirements:
Applicants must be a junior or senior level students and hold a minimum GPA requirement of

2.75.

Early Intervention Minor Requirements (21 Credits)

SPED 42951: EARLY INTERVENTION IN NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS

SPED 43953: FAMILY PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION IN EARLY CHILDHOOD
SPED 43954: PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS: TEAMING

SPED 43955: TYPICAL AND ATYPICAL DEVELOPMENT IN YOUNG CHILDREN
SPED 43958: FOUNDATIONS IN EARLY CHILDHOOQD SERVICES

SPED 43964: ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION IN EARLY INTERVENTION AND EARLY
CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION

SPED 44951: CREATING LEGALLY DEFENSIBLE {FSP'S AND IEPS
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To: Sanna Harasoula-Webb, Ph.D.

Fr: Pamela Mitchell, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof,, Speech-Pathology and Audiology
Re: Early Intervention Undergraduate Minor Proposal

Dt:9/26/16

Thank you for sharing your plan to develop an undergraduate minor in Early
Intervention. Iagree with your assessment of the need for this specialized training
and addressing this need through offering a minor in Early Intervention. There is a
clear national need for increased numbers of high quality early intervention
specialists to help serve infants and toddlers at risk for, or experiencing
developmental delays and related chalienges. The courses in the proposal will
provide an important perspective and critical knowledge in early intervention.

Undergraduate students in speech pathology and audiology often seek out a minor
area that would complement their interest in communication impairments. For our
undergraduate students interested in early intervention, it is my opinion that this
minor could be a nice addition to their preparation for application to graduate
school in speech-language pathology and to eventual practice as a speech-language
pathologist in an early intervention setting. [ would project that this minor area
would be a popular choice among our undergraduate majors.

Best wishes as you pursue the development of the minor in this important area of
services to very young children and families.
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN

Subject: FW: El undergrad minor in SPED

From: "KROEGER, JANICE" <jkroege1@kent.edu>
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at 12:13 PM
To: Sanna Harjusola-Webb <shwebb@kent.edu>, "IRVINE, MELANIE" <mirvine@kent.edu>

Subject: Re: Et undergrad minor in SPED

Sanna,
i think it is terrific that Marty is supportive.
| think largely faculty is in support--the content is really important.

The larger concern is "delivery” when would the courses take place and would this mean students take an
overload each semester? or are the faculty willing to offer the courses in the summer times? That is probably
the only lynchpin issue.

jk

Janice Kroeger, Associate Professor, Graduate Coordinator
M.A.T./M.Ed./Doctoral, Early Childhood Education, Teaching Learning Curriculum, Kent State University
330-672-0617

404 (L) White Hall

From: "KROEGER, JANICE" <jkroegel@kent.edu>
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2016 at 1:12 PM
To: shwebb <shwebb@kent.edu>

Subject: Re: El undergrad minor in SPED

Hi Sanna,

Mel has sent out the full proposal to a small sub-committee (listed below) and the facuity is aware of the
proposal {they are meeting tomorrow}, i am away.

I think it was Marty Lash, Casey Myers, Myself, Wendy Bedrosian...you can also set us up a Doodle and get us
going to meet and discuss.

Tuesdays in the afternoon or Mondays are good for me.
ik

Janice Kroeger, Associate Professor, Graduate Coordinator
M.A.T./M.Ed./Doctoral, Early Childhood Education, Teaching Learning Curriculum, Kent State University
330-672-0617

404 (L) White Hall
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From: "KROEGER, JANICE" <jkroegel@kent.edu>
Date: Friday, September 23, 2016 at 12:36 PM
To: shwebb <shwebb@kent.edu>

Cc: "IRVINE, MELANIE" <mirvine @kent.edu>
Subject: Re: El undergrad minor in SPED

Sanna,

Also, since we missed your August deadline (to look at this curriculum proposal}, | know you'll need a short
turn around when we do meet to discuss with faculty.

Can you provide the BDS for all of the 21 classes?--i might ask a small sub-committee to work on this wili
us/you me (prior to or in advance of} the next meeting....

! ask this to ensure that there isn't problematic redundancy in any of the materials—-we do guite a bit with
observation, interpretation, and responsive teaching in blocks i and ii and much with development as well as
work with families (although arguably not with IFSPs and 1EPs or home interventions which is essential for all

of the 0-3 populations).
I am very optimistic about the possibilities but some details to iron out...
jk

Janice Kroeger, Associate Professor, Graduate Coordinator

M.A.T./M.Ed./Doctoral, Early Childhood Education, Teaching Learning Curriculum, Kent State University
330-672-0617

404 {L) White Hall

From: HARIUSOLA-WEBB, SANNA

Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2016 2:26 PM
To: KROEGER, JANICE

Subject: Ef undergrad minor in SPED

Hi Janice, | hope you are well.

'm seeking your feedback and support in moving forward with the El undergrad minor in the SPED
program. | think you have a different undergrad coordinator, and { would be happy to circulate
this proposal with everybody involved in ECE coordination.

We already have this certificate available at the graduate level, but | think this minor might be a good
additional option for some of the students in your undergraduate degree program. We always enjoy

getting the ECE students interested in early intervention.

I have included the summary below and a more detailed proposal attached with the state level needs

analysis and staffing plan. | also included the list of the 7 required courses for the El minor. If you have

any suggestions/questions/concerns, please let me know. With your permission, | would like to use your

letter of support as additional material for the curriculum proposal process. | would be more than happy to
2
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN

To: HARJUSOLA-WEBB, SANNA

Subject: RE: HDFS support for the EI undergrad minor proposal from SPED

From: "BLANKEMEYER, MAUREEN" <mblankem @kent.edu>
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2016 at 4:43 PM

To: Sanna Harjusola-Webb <shwebb@kent.edu>

Subject: RE: £l undergrad minor proposal from SPED

Hi Sanna,

The HDFS faculty reviewed the courses listed for the proposed Early Intervention minor and we support this effort. The
minor appears to be a good fit for many of our students. The fact that several of therm choose to take SPED 23000
suggests there likely will be an interest from our students in declaring the EI minor. Thank you for this opportunity.

Regards,
Maureen Blankemeyer

Maureen Blankemevyer, PhD, CFLE
Asscciate Professor

Human Developmaent and Family Studies
405H White Hall

Kent State University

Kent, OH 44242-0001

From:; HARJUSOLA-WEBB, SANNA

Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2016 2:14 PM

To: BLANKEMEYER, MAUREEN <mblankem@kent.edu>
Subject: El undergrad minor proposal from SPED

Hi Maureen, I'm seeking your feedback and support in moving forward with the EI undergrad minor in the
SPED program. We already have this certificate available at the graduate level, but | think this minor
might be a good additional option for some of the students in your undergraduate degree program. | have
included the summary below and a more detailed proposal attached with the state level needs analysis
and staffing plan. 1 also included the list of the 7 required courses for the El minor. If you have any
suggestions/questions/concerns, please let me know. With your permission, | would like to use your letter
of support as additional material for the curriculum proposal process. | would be more than happy to
discuss the proposal in more detail as well. i'm trying to make the curriculum deadlines early this fall (1),
and | would really appreciate if you could provide me feedback by Friday or Monday (28th of August), the

latest.

Sincerely,

Sanna

New Program
Special Education
Early Intervention Undergraduate Minor

Purpose: The purpose of this proposal is to establish a new undergraduate level minor in the Special
Education [SPED] program area. The minor will be specific fo Early Intervention (El) and the
1
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requirements for the El minor will specifically correspond to the Ohio Department of Health (ODH)
and Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) certification rules for the Early intervention
Certificate (In Ohio, the lead agency for Early Intervention is the Department of Health). Early
Intervention (Part C of IDEA) refers o a system of coordinated services designed for infants and
toddters with disabilities and their families from birth to three years of age.

Currently, individuals are able to apply for the Early Intervention Certificate from ODH. ODH has previously
approved the courses Kent State University Special Education Department offers at the graduate level to
qualify for the Early Intervention State level certification. The current proposal includes creating new courses
at the undergraduate level to align with the state certification requirements for early intervention.

Need for the El Training: In a survey of 45 states, only 44% of state Part C systems reported adequate
numbers of special educators, and 38% of states continue to report personnel shortages in special educators
for early intervention (Center to Inform Personnel Preparation Policy and Practice in Early Intervention and
Preschool Education, 2010). Additionally, in a national survey of El professionais, only 5% of professionals
perceived themselves as competent in family-centered practices and only 13% of professionals perceived
themselves as competent in natural learning environment principles (Center to inform Personnel Preparation
Policy and Practice in Early Intervention and Preschool Education, 2010). These numbers are alarming, given
that El professionals are mandated to provide services that are grounded in these principles of family- centered

practices and natural environments.

In the past, El services were delivered in either home settings or in center-based settings, in which children
andfor their families attend sessions specifically tailored for children with disabilities. Services delivered in
these segregated settings tend to follow a medical and clinically based approach to intervention targeted to
“fix” child level deficits. More recently, county El systems are moving towards more natural environments such
as the home, and community-based settings in which children without disabilities participate. in a 2010 report
on Part C program settings, out of a total of 14, 336 children served under Part C in Ohio, 14,868 were
receiving El services in the home, 481 children were receiving services in community-based settings, and 147
were receiving services in other “non- natural” environments such as provider locations, hospitais or clinics,
and programs for children with delays or developmental disabilities (IDEA Data Accountability Center, 2010).
Although there are still children being served in segregated settings, the numbers indicate that a significantly
greater number of children are being served in the natural environment, thus requiring professionals with a
unigue and specialized skill set to work effectively in those natural settings, and not in clinics or other non-

natural setfings.

As counties in Ohio work to eliminate segregated classrooms and achieve 100% natural environment services,
the need for specialized training becomes more urgent. Professionals who had been previously trained to
deliver services in classrooms following a more medical, deficit-based approach are now required to learn a
different approach to intervention. The natural environments approach focuses not just on child-specific
interventions but also on adult learning strategies o support and empower family members in heing the
primary implementers of interventions within natural routines.

Due to this paradigm shift, various counties are experiencing personnel needs. in a state El survey conducted
in 2010, 21 counties in Ohio responded that they do not have enough Early Intervention Specialists.
Forty-nine counties have 2 or fewer full-time El Specialists serving the entire county; 4 counties do not have an
El Specialist. Further, 28 counties responded that they are experiencing difficulty in finding qualified El
professionals (CBDD Superintendent Early Intervention Survey, July 2010).

KSU El Graduate Program: Kent State University’s Department of Lifespan Development and Educational
Services [L.LDES] currently offers a graduate level training program in early childhood special education
(SPED/ECSE) to prepare future teachers to work with children with and without disabilities from birth through
age eight. The El undergraduate minor will add to the existing menu of options built on the existing early
childhood special education area of emphasis, but will specifically serve students interested in to work in the
Early Intervention systems with children from birth to three with disabilities and their families.






