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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

Preparation Date 21-Jun-16  Curriculum Bulletin
Effective Date  Fall 2017 Approved by EPC

Pepartment Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences

College EH - Education, Health and Human Services .

Degree Minor (non degree) ‘
MMMISP

Program Name Mild to Moderate Special Education Program Banner Code MMSBE

Concentration{s)
Concentration(s} Banner Code(s)
Proposal Establish program

Description of proposal:

This action is to establish a new undergraduate minor in Mild to Moderate Special Education. This
minor will provide undergraduate students with valuable knowledge related to meeting the special
educational needs of students with mild to moderate disabilities in schools {grades K-12),

Does proposed revision change program’s total credit hours? [KYes [ No
Current total credit hours: ¢ Proposed total credit hours 18

Describe impact on other programs, policies or procedures {e.g., duplication issues; enroliment and
staffing considerations; need; audience; prerequisites; teacher education licensure);

Although the minor will likely increase enroliments in the special education courses required for
the minor, current staffing levels and numbers of course sections offered are sufficient to
accommodate increased enroliment. Furthermore, while there is clear differentiation between this
proposed minor and the Disability Studies & Community Inclusion certificate (administrated by
Recreation, Park and Tourism Management), the Mild/Moderate minor could negatively impact
enroliments in the Disability Studies & Community Inclusion certificate.

Units consulted (other departments, programs or campuses affected by this proposal):

Akron Public Schools; Human Development and Family Studies; Recreation, Park, and Tourism
Management; School of Teaching, Learning and Curriculum Studies; Special Education; Speech
Pathology and Audiotogy; Vacca Office of Student Services

REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS

Aﬂ.&%mm~%m B3 12014

Department Chair / School Director

Campus Dean (for Regional Campuses proposals)

{é«%\}k;f I T 1L 1 A8 peiw
Coliege Dean {or designee)

Dear{%\‘“@?aduate Studies {for graduate proposals)

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs or Provost (or designee)

Curricuium Services | Form last updated June 2015
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Proposal Summary
Establish a Mild to Moderate Special Education Minor

Description of Action, Including Intended Effect

"The purpose of this proposal is to establish 2 new 18 credit hour undergraduate minor in Mild to Moderate
Special Education [MMSE]. This minor will be housed in the School of Lifespan Development and
Educational Sciences [LDES] within the College of Education, Health and Human Services [EH]. It will be
open to all undergraduate students, except those enrolled in the mild/moderate concentration(s) of the
undetgraduate special education major. It is particularly relevant for students majoting in education, speech
pathology and audiology, psychology, human development and family studies, public health, sociology, and
other related disciplines.

This minor provides undergraduate students with valuable knowledge related to meeting the special
educational needs of students with mild to moderate disabilities in schools (grades K-12). Mild to moderate
disabilities include learning disabilities, emotional and behavioral disorders, ADHD, high functioning autism,
mild intellectual disabilities, and speech or language impairments. Students will learn effective practices for
differentiating instruction, behavior management, collaboration, and supporting students with mild to
moderate disabilities in general education classrooms.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS
Establish an 18 credit hour undergraduate minor in Mild to Moderate Special Education with the following

course requirermnents:

SPED 23000 Introduction to Excceptionalities (3 ct)

SPED 24000 Inclusive Practices (3 cr)

SPED 43010 Family and Professional Collaboration (3 cr)

SPED 43030 _Applied Behavior Analysis I: Theory and Techuignes (3 cr)

SPED 43050 Characteristics of Students with Mildf Moderate Intervention Needs (3 cx)
SPED 43062 Differentiared Core Instruction: Frameworks and Practices (3 cx)

To earn a minor in Mild to Moderate Special Education, students must attain a grade of “C” or higher in all
minor courses and a minimum overall GPA of 3.0 in the minor coursework.

Impact on Other Programs, Course Offerings, Students, Faculty, Staff (e.g., duplication issues)
Impact on Special Educadon Program

The Mild to Moderate Special Education (MMSE) minor will likely increase enrollments in the special
education courses required for the minor. Cutrent staffing levels and numbers of course sections offered are
sufficient to accommodate increased enrollment in these courses,

Impact on Recreation, Park, & Tourism Management Program

The Recreation, Park, & Tourism Management (RPTM) program cuttently offers a 16 credit hour
undergraduate certificate, Déability Studies & Community Inclusion. The focus of this certificate is on preparing
students to work with and promote the inclusion of individuals with disabilities across the full range of
community settings {e.g., leisure, recreation, tourism, sports, fine arts, etc.) and post-secondary education.

In contrast, the proposed Mild to Moderate Special Education minor focuses exclusively on addressing the
special educational needs of students with mild to moderate disabilities within K-12 school settings. Thus, there
is clear differentiation between the proposed Mild to Moderate Special Education undergraduate minor and
the Disability Studies & Community Inclusion certificate. Nonetheless, the proposed minor could negatively
impact enrollments in the Disability Studies & Community Inclusion certificate.

We have consulted with RPTM about establishing this minor and will collaborate with their faculty to ensure
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that these distinctions ate clear to prospective students.

Fiscal, Entollment, Facilities and Staffing Considerations

If approved, the MMSE minor will likely increase enrollments in the required special education coutses.
Current staffing levels and numbers of course sections offered are sufficient to accommodate increased
undergraduate earollments in these courses.

Evidence of Need and Sustainability if Establishing

The proposed undergraduate MMSE minor provides an opportunity for undergraduate students to make an
inquiry into principles and practices for meeting the special educational needs of students with mild to
moderate disabilities in schools. Special education represents a significant societal investment in providing a
free and appropriate public education to all students, including stadents with disabilities; as such, the
provision of special education is a matter of great importance that is worthy of study.

Evidence of a need for the proposed MMSE minor includes the following:
e Students with mild to moderate disabilities represent the largest group of students receiving special
education services; the majority of these students spend most of their school day in inclusive
classrooms (US Department of Education, 2011)

®  Other than special educators, most professionals in school settings (general education teachers,
administrators, related service providers, social workers, counselors) report being inadequately
prepared to work with students with mild to moderate disabilides (Fulletton et al., 2011; McLeskey &

Billingsley, 2008)

® The proposed MMSE minor provides essential knowledge and skills related to 1) understanding the
special educational needs of K-12 students with mild to moderate disabilities; 2) differentiating
instruction; 3) behavior management; 4) working with families; 5} interprofessional collaboration; and
6) effective including students with mild to moderate disabilities in general education

o  (Graduates who have completed the MMSE minor will be exttemely competitive in the job market;
this is especially true for graduates seeking positions in schools (e.g., general education teachers,
related service providers, administrators)

e Statements by KSU and K-12 personnel confirming a demand and need for the proposed MMSE
minor (see attached endorsements from EH professional undergraduate advisors; the school director
of Teaching, Learning, & Curriculum Studies (TLC); TI.C undergraduate program coordinators; the
program coordinator for Human Development & Family Studies; the undergraduate program
coordinator for Speech Pathology & Audiology; and the assistant supetintendent for Akron Public
Schools.

@  Special education draws from multiple disciplines (e.g., psychology, sociology, law, medicine,
prevention, ethics, public health} and, consequently, will be of interest to students in these and other

areas

Provisions for Phase-Out if Inactivating
N/A

Timetable and Actions Required: The proposal will go through the required curriculum approval process
with changes to take effect fall 2017, The following is the antcipated schedule:

SPED program approval: September 9, 2016

LDES SCC approval: November 2, 2016

presented to EHHS for approval: November 18, 2016

presented to EPC for approval: January 23, 2017

2]




EPC Agenda | 23 January 2017 | Attachment 19 | Page 4

catalog copy

MILD TO MODERATE SPECIAL EDUCATION MINOR

Coliege College of Education, Health and Human Services

Department School of Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences
4085 White Hall
Tel: 330-672-2294
E-mail: oss@kent.edu

Web: www . kent.edu/ehhs/|des

The Mild to Moderate Special Education minor provides students with valuable knowledge related
to meeting the special educational needs of students with mild to moderate disabilities in schools.
Mild to moderate disabilities include learning disabilities, emotional and behavioral disorders,
ADHD, high functioning autism, mild intellectual disabilities, and speech or language impairments.
Students will learn effective practices for differentiating instruction, behavior management,
collaboration, and supporting stadents with mild to modetate disabilities in gencral education
classrooms. This minor is particulatly relevant for students seeking to work in the K-12 academic
environment, including those majoring in education, speech pathology and audiology, psychology,
human development and family studies, public health, sociology, and other related disciplines.

Completion of this minor does not lead to teacher education licensure. To learn about additional
requirements for a special education teaching license, see your advisor.”

ADMISSION Note: Students majoring in Special Education Mild/Moderate concentration are not
permitted to declare this minor.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS: To earn a minor in Mild to Moderate Special Education,
students must attain a grade of “C” or higher in all minor coursework and a minimum overall 3.000

GPA In minor coursework.

Introduction to Exceptionalities |
Inclusive Practices
Characteristics of Students w/Mild to Moderate

3 C
3 C
3 C
Family & Professional Collaboration ° 3 C
3 C
3 C

Applied Behavior Analysis I: Theory & Techniques
Differentiated Instruction: Frameworks & Practices -
Minimum Total 18

'SPED 23000 is a prerequisite for the other courses in the program, and should be taken first,

* Special permission is required to register for these courses. Please contact the School of Lifespan
Development and Educational Sciences for approval.
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\kron Public Schools.

Administration Building
September 2, 2016

Undergraduate Minor — Special Education

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Akron Public Schools, I enthusiastically write this letter of support for a new
Mild/Moderate Special Education minor for the fall of 2017. This minor provides
undergraduates with valuable knowledge related to meeting the special educational needs of
early childhood, middle childhood, and adolescent students with mild or moderate disabilities.

As a previous teacher, supervisor and director of special education, I see the daily need for cross-
training opportunities for all K-12 teachers. The minor will provide teachers with knowledge and
skills related to inclusion, behavior management, collaborating with {amilies and special
educators, IEPS, and differentiated instruction that they currently do not receive within their
general education major. The minor was developed for a broad range of undergraduate students;
particularly for students majoring in education, speech pathology and audiology, psychology,
human development and family students, public health, and sociology.

In my current role as the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction in the 4%
largest urban district in Ohio, 1 have consistently advocated for expanded dual licensure
programs, combining special education and general education teaching licenses, and any other
flexible licensure design that prepares teachers for the realities of our collaborative co-taught
teaching environments. This minor is an excellent example of providing the appropriate
preparation needed for these dynamic inclusive environments.

Sincerely,

Ellen McWilliams-Woods, Ph.D.
Assistant Superintendent

70 North Broadway ~ Akron, OH 44308  Phone: 330.761.1661  Fax: 330.761.3223

AkronSchools.com
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN

Subject: FW: Support for Mild to Moderate SPED Minor (undergraduate)

From: BLANKEMEYER, MAUREEN

Sent: Friday, September 9, 2016 10:03 AM

To: Wiley, Andrew

Subject: RE: Support for Mild to Moderate SPED Minor {undergraduate)

Hi Andrew,

Thank you for sharing the information about the proposed Mild to Moderate SPED minor. | believe there will be
students from all three of our HOFS concentrations, but especially those in the Child and Youth Development
concentration, who will be interested in pursuing this minor. it will be a great complement to their knowledge base.
Count HDFS in as supporting your new minor!

Regards,
Maureen

Maureen Blankemeyer, PhD, CFLE
Associate Professor

Interim Program Coordinator (Fall 2016)
Human Development and Family Studies
405H White Hall

Kent State University

Kent, OH 44242-0001

From: Wiley, Andrew

Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2016 4:30 PM

To: BLANKEMEYER, MAUREEN <mblankem®@kent.edu>

Subject: Support for Mild to Moderate SPED Minor (undergraduate)

Hey Maureen!

See attached for the draft catalog description. Anything you feel comfortable saying about the potential value
and interest in this minor (for HDFS students).

An email will do the trick....either way, thanks!!

Andrew

Andrew L. Wiley

Associate Professor, Special Education

405 White Hall

Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences
Kent State University

Kent, OH

awileyb@kent.edu
Phone: 330-672-0581
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Subject: FW: Mild/Moderate Special Education Minor

From: DEVINE, MARY ANN

Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2016 9:23 AM

To: Wiley, Andrew

Subject: RE: Mild/Moderate Special Education Minor

Hl Andrew,
I have reviewed it and feel it is different enough from the Disability Studies (proposed change) minor. | would ask 2
things:
1. Inthe description of impact, you need to specify that there will most likely be a negative impact on the
enrollment in the Disability Studies & Community Inclusion Certificate (being proposed as a minor)
2. Specify in the description that it specifically prepares students who want to work in the k-12 school/academic
environment
Thanks for sharing this with me.
Best wishes,
Mary Ann

From: Wiley, Andrew

Sent: Monday, September 19, 2016 1:38 PM

To: DEVINE, MARY ANN <mdevine@kent.edu>
Subject: Mild/Moderate Special Education Minor

Hi Mary Ann!

Just checking in to see if you have any questions or feedback regarding the proposed Mild to
Moderate Special Education minor. I want to re-emphasize that we will be very clear (in the
catalog and in advising) that our minor is for folks seeking to work m K-12 settings (vs.
community settings). If you have ideas for making that distinction in the catalog or elsewhere,
please let me know.

If you don't have any questions or feedback, also please let me know. We have a little time, but
if I can get this going to the next step, would love to turn my attention to other curriculum

change stuff! &
Thanks Mary Ann!
Andrew

Andrew L. Wilay
Associate Professor, Special Education

405 White Hall
Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences

Kent State University
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AUGUSTINE, SUSANM

Subject: FW: Special Educaton Minor (Mild to Moderate Disabilities)

From: SCHMIDT, ANNA

Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 1:42 PM

To: Wiley, Andrew

Subject: Re: Special Educaton Minor (Mild to Moderate Disabilities)

Hi Andrew

The facuity support the creation of the minor. For the sophomores, 25/80 would be interested in such a minor,
Sounds promising.

Anna

Anna M. Schmidt, Ph.D., CCC/SLP
Undergraduate Coordinator
Program Co-Coordinator
Speech Pathology & Audiology
School of Health Sciences
Nixson Hall 108

1225 Theatre Dr.

Kent State University

Kent, OH 44242
aschmidt@kent.edu
330-672-2673

From: Wiley, Andrew

Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2016 1:58 PM

To: SCHMIDT, ANNA

Subject: Special Educaton Minor (Mild to Moderate Disabilities)

Hello Dr. Schmidt!

We are proposing a new mild/moderate special education minor to begin in the fall of 2017. I am wondering if you
believe that 1) undergraduate SPA majors would be interested in such a minor, and/or 2) undergraduate SPA majors
would benefit from enrolling in this minor.

If you agree to either or both of those statements, would you mind sending me a letter or email of support? Does not
have to be anything fancy, just stating that undergraduate SPA majors would likely take this minor.

The DRAFT catalog description and list of courses is attached. Please let me know if you have any questions!

Lifespan Development and Educational Sciences
Kent State University
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN .

Subject: FW: Mild/Moderate Special Education Minor

From: SANDMANN, ALEXA

Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2016 10:47 AM

To: Wiley, Andrew

Subject: RE: Mild/Moderate Special Education Minor

Hi, Andrew,

After consulting with TLC's undergraduate program coordinators, we support your proposed mild/moderate minor. We
believe our students would be well-served if they added this set of courses to their coursework.

Best wishes,
Alexa

Dr. Alexa L. Sandmann

Director, School of Teaching, Learning and Curriculum Studies

Professor of Literacy; Director of National Writing Project at Kent State University
Co-Director of Virginia Hamilton Conference on Multicultural Literature for Youth
Kent State University

404 White Hall

Kent, OH 44242

330-672-2580

asandman@kent.edu

From: Wiley, Andrew

Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2016 1:06 PM
To: SANDMANN, ALEXA <asandman@kent.edu>
Subject: Mild/Moderate Special Education Minor

Hi Alexa!

We are proposing three special edncation minors for fall of 2017. I am preparing the proposal for one of these minors, the
mild/moderate minor, and I am hoping to1) get your feedback and thoughts as we move ahead, and 2} get a letter of
support for the mild/moderate minor. My understanding is that the letter (or email) of support does not have to be very
formal or detailed. Anything you can say about the value and usefulness of a mild/moderate minor for general education

majors would be great.

A draft of the catalog description is attached. If you would like to meet and talk, I am happy to do so, just let me know!

Thanks!
Andrew

PS - The full proposal is coming, but, in a nutshell, we think that general education teachers need knowledge and skills
provided by this minor because many students with mild/moderate disabilities are included in co-taught general education
classrooms. We believe that graduates from TLCS who have a minor in mild/moderate special education will be
extremely competitive in the job market. If you need more regarding the rationale and/or the content of the mild/moderate

minor, also let me know!!
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN

[T L

To: Wiley, Andrew

Subject: RE: SPED minor in the works

From: MCGLOTHLIN, [AURA

Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2016 2:09 PM
To: Walter, Rachel

Subject: RE: SPED minor in the works

Hi Rachel,
I think it would be very beneficial to my Early Childhood majors. | imagine it would interest 30+ students maybe more.

Laura

Laura McGlothiin M,Ed

Academic Advisor |

Kent State University

College of Education, Health and Human Services
Vacca Office of Student Services

304 White Hall

330-672-2862

Imceloth@kent.edu
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN

Subject; FW: SPED minor in the works

From: Wade, Coutiney
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2016 9:16 AM

To: Walter, Rachel
Subject: RE: SPED minor in the works

| was the graduate assistant/pari-time academic advisar for Early Childhood Education, Middle Childhood Education,
Adolescent Education, and Special Education. During my two years of advising our education majors, | received the most
inguiries about a mineor in SPED from my Early Childhood majors. | think they will be torn between the Early Intervention
and the Mild/Mod concentrations. The reason why so many Early Childhood majors were interested in a SPED minor is
because they were told by teachers in the field that it would help them find a job.

While | did not receive as many inquiries from students in the other education majors, | think that they wouid be
interested, particufarly in the Mild/Mod concentration. “IF” the SPED Mad/Intensive majors can earn this minor, then |
think you will have some interest from them! ! also think the ADED majors who have room in their schedules will be
interested, but they would need to he aware of the minor early in their academic careers {as the structure of their

programs requires spring only graduation).

All of that to say, | think this is a great idea! | think the catalog description is written in a way that will drum up interest
from education majors across disciplines and age ranges. Hope this helps!

Warm Regards,

Courtney Wade, M.Ed.
Assessment and Accreditation Coordinator
College of Education, Health and Human Services | Kent State University

219 White Hall, 150 Terrace Drive, Kent, OH 44242

330-672-4033 | cwadeto@kent.edy
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AUGUSTINE, SUSAN“

Subject: FW: SPED minor in the works

From: Jennings, Keya

Sent: Friday, September 02, 2016 12:47 PM
To: Walter, Rachel

Subject: RE: SPED minor in the works

Health Services students may be interested many want to go inte the OT field. non-profit, working with children, social

work etc. ..
Of course SPA students would really like this option too ©

Thank vou

Keyou

Keya Jerwnings, M.Ed.

Academic Advisor 11

College of Hducation, Health & [Tuman Services
Vacca (Mfice of Student Services

Kent State University

304 Whare Plall

kiennind@kent.edu

Office: (330).672.2802

From: Walter, Rache}

Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2016 2:04 PM
Ce: ZARGES, KATHY <kmzarges@kent.edu>
Subject: SPED minor in the works

Hi all Vacca advisors (plus Courtney Wade),

My SPED faculty are hard at work to create a SPED minor! © They are thinking there will be 3 tracks: Early
Intervention (to work with Mod/Intensive young kiddos), Mod/Intensive (severe developmental disabilities),
and Mild/Mod (learning disabilities and mild autism). My Mild/Mod faculty member, Andrew Wiley, has
created this attachment to survey our advising staff to gauge our students’ interest in this. He is asking for
emails from our staff citing how much interest we believe this would attract to each of our designated

majors. This is for Mild/Mod ONLY! If you would, please just reply to my email and I will forward your
response directly to him! If we can have this done by the end of next week when their staff member is, that
would be helpful, but we have longer if you need more time.

Thanks!

Rachel

Rachel Walter, M.Ed.

Academic Advisor II

College of Education, Health and Human Services
Vacea Office of Student Services

304 White Hall

Kent State University

Phone: (330) 672-2862






