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KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
CERTIFICATION OF CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

Preparation Date 5-Dec-16 Curriculum Bulietin
Effective Date  Fall 2017 Approved by EPC

Department SLIS
Coltege Cl - Communication and Information
Proposal Revise Academic Unit

Proposal Name School Name Change: SLIS to School of Information

Description of proposal:
Change the name of the School of Library and information Science to the Schoo! of information.

Describe impact on other programs, policies or procedures (e.g., duplication issues; enroliment and
staffing considerations; need, audience)

None

Units consuited (other departments, programs or campuses affected by this proposal):
N/A
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Proposal Summary te Establish or Revise an
Academic Administrative Structure

School name change: SLIS to School of Information

The following is from 3343-2-03 University Policy Regarding the Establishment or Revision of
Acadernic Administrative Strucrures,

1.

The quality of the faculty, students and programs.

Kent State Untversity’s School of Library and Information Science (SLIS) is ranked #18 in the
country with the children’s and youth focus ranked #10. Asa graduate-only program, our
students have a iigh rate of completion of their master’s degrees as well as job placement. SLIS
is one of the largest graduate programs in Library and Information Science (I.IS) in North
America, yet maintains a reputation of excellence and quality. All SLIS programs are offered
online and undergo rigorous teview of distance education pedagogy and design offered in
partnership with the Office of Continuing and Distance Education (OCDE). The cutticulum is
reviewed on a continuous basis in order to keep up to date with changes in technology, research,
and teaching approaches. Very few, if any, other LIS programs in the country meet the same
degree of rigor in teaching quality. SLIS faculty are also competitive in their research
productivity and service/outreach activides. SLIS conducts an annual survey of employers and
finds that SLIS graduates are well respected by their employers, and ate considered to be well-

prepared as new LIS graduates.

Centrality and coherence 1o the mission and strategic ditections of the univessity and
other academic units,

The School of Library and Information Science (SLIS) Joined the i-School consortium in spring
2016. iSchools are dedicated to advancing the information feld. These schools, colleges, and
departments have been newly created or are evolving from programs formetly focused on _
specific tracks such as information technology, library science, informatics, information science,
and more. While each individual iSchool has its own strengths and specializations, together they
shate a fundamental interest in the relationships between information, people, and technology.

Along with the iSchool movement, many former “Library and Information Science” programs
ate changing their names to better reflect the broadening scope of “libratianship” to that
described above. Further, to that end, the faculty and staff at SLIS have agreed that the name of
our program should change from the “School of Library and Information Science” to the
“School of Information.” The new name will update and better represent SLIS’s current
programs and those new opportunities that ate emerging (e.g., Health Informatics, Knowledge
Management, User Experience Design, Information Architecture). This will posttion the School
for increased visibility and opportunities in the discipline, including cutting edge research and
quality instruction, and continue to attract the best and brightest students to all of our programs.

The name change will not affect our accreditation and we will retain our ALA accreditation
status. ALA accreditation is based on the quality of the program, the faculty, and the facilities.
As we all know, the terms “library” and “librarian™ are changing (e.g., information professional,
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information centers), and are not required for accreditation. Our students will still be qualified
to be librarians with the MLIS degree from Kent State University. In addition, the new “School
of Information” will prepare 21" century information professionals to wotk in other careers in
the expanding field of informaton work.

All of these trends in the LIS field suppozt the overall Kent State mission: “We transform lives
and communities through the power of discovery, learning and creative expression

in an inclusive environment.” For example, the American Library Association mission SUPPOTLLs
the KSU mission (http:/ /www.ala.org/aboutala/missionhistory):

The Amernican Library Association was created to provide leadership for the
development, promotion, and improvement of library and information setvices and
the profession of librarianship in order to enhance learning and ensure access to
mformation for all. Our current strategic plan, ALA Ahead to 2015, calls for continued
work in the areas of Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession, Diversity, Education
and Lifelong Learning, Equitable Access to Information and Library Services,
Intellectual Freedom, Literacy, Organizational Excellence and Transforming Libraties.

In the 21" Century, Library and Information Science is more than just libraties and SLIS would
like to change its name to better reflect the important and expanded scope of the field. We
believe that the best name to represent our school is the “School of Information.”

Comparative advantage versus other structures.

‘The name change to School of Information is advantageous in several ways. First, the name
change better reflects the scope of the school as described above. Second, the name change
reflects the general trends of the discipline. Just as most “Library Science” programs expanded
their name to schools of “Library and Information Science™ in the 1980s and 1990s, the name
change to “School of Information” reflects the broadening scope of the field. Futther, the name
change reflects the trend of the fop-ranked programs in the field. For example, the University
of Washington (ranked #3 in the country) renamed itself the University of Washington
“iSchool.” The University of Michigan (ranked #4) changed its name to the “School of
Information.” The University of Texas (ranked #6) also changed its name to the “School of
Information.” As these are our programmatic peer aspitant LIS programs, it makes sense that
Kent State’s School of Library and Information Science would follow suit.

. What makes the unit particularly appropriate for Kent State University.

This proposal involves the revision of the school name only. Since the School of Library and
Information Science currently exists, the appropriateness of the school for Kent State University
would remain the same. The revision to the name of the school would place Kent State
University in-line with peer institutions who have already changed the names of their programs.

Demand for the unit and for the graduates of the unit.

While jobs in libraries are projected to grow 2 percent from 2014 to 2024, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports the information-related jobs are expected to increase by 15-20 percent over the

next few years.
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We at SLIS recognize the importance of our library school, Ohio’s only ALA-accredited
program and one of the most well-regarded in the country. We remain committed to the core
values of the library and information profession and the professional, core values of our field,
including those that promote access to information for the diverse populations in the
communities we serve. These values are more important now than ever, in the changing
political landscape, and it is impozrtant for us to remain steadfast in our mission. Further, with
the expanding demand for information professionals both in and out of libraries, SLIS is well
positioned to address this rising demand through our programs in User Experience Design,
Knowledge Management, Health Informatics, 2nd Information Architecture.

Duplication and interrelatedness of the unit’s program(s) within the university, state
B prog s

and region

The School of Library and Information Science’s name change will have no effect on the
duplication and interrelatedness of ongoing programs within the university, state, and region.
SLIS is the only library and information science graduate program in the state of Ohio that is
accredited by the American Library Association. The School also has 2 second Master’s
program i1 Information Architecture and Knowledge Management that has been in existence
for some time and will not be duplicating other programs. Both mastet’s programs are unique in
the university, state, and region; plus they fill a growing need for information professionals

throughout the university, state, and region.

Efficiency and effectiveness of the unit in leveraging existing resources and expanding
1nEeW LESOUrces.

The name change to the School of Information will provide new opportunities for marketing the
change, allowing us to potentially develop and expand our existing markets for information
professionals in the areas of library science, information architecture, knowledge management,
health informatics, and user experience design, which are the hallmarks of our program.

Administrative reporting structure.

There would be no changes. The administrative reporting structure would be the same as the
current School of Library and Information Science.

Space and capital budget needs.

There would be no changes. The space and capital budget needs would be the same as the
current School of Library and Information Science.

A proposed operating budget with any one-time resource needs.

The operating budget would be the same as the current School of Library and Information
Science. There are no requests for one-time resources.
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11. Evaluation procedures including academic assessment procedures.

There would be no changes. The evaluaton procedures including academic assessment
procedures would be the same as the current School of Library and Information Science.

12. A timetable for proposal implementation,

Approval by SLIS FAC: September 16, 2016

Approval by CCI CCC: December 9, 2016

Approval by Graduate Studies: December 2016/ January 2017
Dean’s Discussion with Provost: December 2016/]Januvary 2017
Approval by EPC: January 23, 2017






