
 
 
 

Memorandum 
 

 
25 South Front Street      phone  614.466.6000 
Columbus, Ohio 43215                   fax       614.466.5866 
                                                                        web     www.OhioHigherEd.org 

To:  Provost and Chief Academic Officers  

From:  Paula Compton, Associate Vice Chancellor, Articulation and Transfer 

Date:  September 30, 2020  

Subject: Ohio Transfer Module (OTM) and General Education (GE) Revisions 

 

Overview/Background:   

The Ohio Transfer Module (OTM) was created 30 years ago to address issues of transfer and articulation 

among Ohio’s 36 two- and four-year public institutions, particularly with respect to the General 

Education curriculum.  The major objective of the OTM is to provide students the assurance that the 

courses they take can be used towards their degree at the receiving transfer destination.  

Statewide discussions have occurred over the past two years to rethink the OTM and assess whether it 

meets the current needs of Ohio public institutions and students. As a result, OTM revisions have been 

proposed that focus around flexibility with certainty to allow students to choose different paths through 

the OTM based on their own unique situation, while at the same time assuring students that credits will 

transfer to their destination institution. 

Within the next month, several items will be sent out statewide to assist with capturing your 

institutional response on proposed OTM revisions. Areas requiring institutional feedback or statewide 

informative updates include:  

1. Possible Revisions to the OTM  

2. Renaming/Rebranding the Current OTM 

3. Inclusion of Diversity/Equity/Inclusion Learning Outcomes within the OTM 

4. English Composition and Oral Communication Learning Outcome Updates 

5. Ohio Transfer Promise Statement  
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Action Items to Complete/Review:  

Up to this point, the proposed OTM revisions and potential name change have been reviewed by the 

Ohio Articulation and Transfer Network (OATN) Oversight Board and General Education Steering 

Committee with consensus to move forward with statewide endorsement. 

We are now asking Ohio public institutions of higher education to provide feedback on the proposed 

OTM revisions and name change only at this time. To set a framework around proposed revisions and to 

assist with completing the survey several resources have been included below as reference.  

 

1. Ohio Transfer Module (OTM) Revisions Overview 
 

o    This document provides a framework outlining the background of this important 
work. Please view the OTM overview document here. Anticipated review time: 10 
minutes. 
 

2. OTM Semester Hours Conceptual Model  

o    This conceptual model provides goals surrounding the proposed revision, as well as 

illustrates the recommended semester hour breakout. Please view the OTM semester 

hours conceptual model here. Anticipated review time: 5 minutes.  

3. OTM Semester Hours Breakout Conceptual Model 

o    This conceptual model provide recommended breakout elective courses for three 

distinct student paths: decided (AA/AS), undecided (AA), and undecided (AS). Please 

view the OTM semester hours breakout model here. Anticipated review time: 5 

minutes.  

4. Ohio Guarantee Transfer Pathways (OGTP) and OTM Revisions 

o    This document provides an overview on how the OGTP works hand in hand with the 

proposed OTM revisions. Please view the OGTP and OTM revisions document here. 

Anticipated review time: 5 minutes.   

 

https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/default/files/uploads/transfer/documents/OTM%20Overview%20%28Draft%209.30.2020%29.pdf
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/default/files/uploads/transfer/documents/OTM%20Semster%20Hours%20%28updated%209.30.20%29_0.pdf
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/default/files/uploads/transfer/documents/Breakdown%20Model%20%28updated%209.30.20%29.pdf
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/default/files/uploads/transfer/documents/OGTP%20and%20the%20New%20OTM%20%28Draft%209.30.2020%29.pdf
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5. OTM Model Revisions and OTM Name Change Endorsement Survey 

o    This survey will capture your institutional feedback on potential OTM revisions and 

name change.  The recommended renaming provides similarity to the current OTM 

with the addition of General Education for clarity. Please complete the survey here at 

your earliest convenience but no later than November 9, 2020. Anticipated completion 

time: 15-30 minutes.  

 

Important Note: Institutions should submit one survey response via the link provided above. The 

attached PDF file is for reference only. Do not use the PDF version to respond to the survey.  

We thank you for your institutional participation and valuable feedback. Should you have any questions 

please contact Paula Compton, Associate Vice Chancellor/ Executive Director at 

pcompton@highered.ohio.gov or Jessi Spencer Director of OATN Policy, Budget, and Constituent 

Relations, at jspencer@highered.ohio.gov.  

 

Attachments (1) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XT6FLMM
mailto:pcompton@highered.ohio.gov
mailto:jspencer@highered.ohio.gov












We appreciate your feedback, this survey should take on average 15-30 minutes to complete 

Description of the Proposed Model

The proposed OTM can be divided into two main components:

·  the foundational 24 hours distributed among the established five categories; and

·  an additional 12 “elective” hours.

The 24 hours remain intact. The additional 12 hours could be used to achieve the goals and two
groups of students are identified.

For students who have already declared a specific major -given the substantial work that has been
done around the Ohio Guaranteed Transfer Pathways (OGTP) to help students complete major and
pre-major courses – they should use these additional 12 hours to begin work in the OGTP of their
major.

For students who are undecided, two routes are proposed. For those pursuing an Associate of
Science (A) degree, populate the 12 additional hours with STEM OTM- approved courses that might
have broad applicability across different Bachelor of Science majors. For those pursuing an Associate
of Arts degree, and recognizing that there is considerably more diversity with respect to Bachelor of
Arts degree programs, students considering a social science major may draw from OTM courses in
the social sciences, a student considering a humanities major may draw from OTM courses in the
humanities, with a similar approach for students in the performing arts. OTM panels have already
begun to identify courses to recommend to students in these different pathways. While the AS
pathway is more straightforward, the workgroup believes that specific pathways for AA students can
be identified as well.

Additionally, for students unsure of what pathway to take, the committee recommended that a second
writing course be considered as part of the 12 additional hours. Moreover, there is ongoing discussion
at the state-level to have a diversity requirement that could be included in the 12 hours as well.

On a similar note, a recommendation to rename/rebrand the OTM has been suggested by the OATN
Oversight Board and General Education Steering Committee. The recommended renaming provides
similarity to the current OTM with the addition of General Education for clarity.

We ask that you complete this survey as soon as possible, but no later than Monday, November 9,
2020. 

Thank you in advance for your valuable input!



Name:

Title:

Institution:

E-mail:

1. Contact Information:



OTM Model Revisions

Comments:

2. Do you support the current credit hour ranges (i.e. Core OTM/GE Foundation Courses: at least 24 credit
hours and Exploration OTM/GE Foundation Courses: up to 12 credit hours. Transfer guarantee equates to a
minimum of 36 credit hours)?

Yes

No

Comment: 

3. Do you support the Exploration OTM/GE Foundation Course (up to 12 hours) breakout pathways (i.e.
Undecided: General AS, Undecided: General AA, and Decided OGTP (AS/AA))?

Yes

No



Comments: 

4. Do you support the recommended Undecided: AA Exploration OTM/GE Foundation Courses (i.e. Arts &
Humanities and Social & Behavioral Sciences courses and Second Writing)?

Please note: inclusion of a diversity component within the 12 credit hour Exploration OTM/GE Foundation
Courses is contingent on statewide learning outcomes endorsement.

Yes

No

Comments: 

5. Do you support the recommended Undecided: AS Exploration OTM/GE Foundation Courses (i.e.
Mathematics and Natural Science courses and Second Writing)?

Please note: inclusion of a diversity component within the 12 credit hour Exploration OTM/GE Foundation
Courses is contingent on statewide learning outcomes endorsement.

Yes

No



Comments: 

6. Overall, do you support the revisions to the Ohio Transfer Module (OTM)?

Please note: inclusion of a diversity component within the 12 credit hour Exploration OTM/GE Foundation
Courses is contingent on statewide learning outcomes endorsement.

Yes

No



Name Change

Comments:

7. Do you support renaming/rebranding of the Ohio Transfer Module (OTM) to be replaced with the Ohio
General Education Transfer Module (OGETM)?

Yes

No



Thank You

Thank you for completing this survey!
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